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2010 is a year of important changes 
in Kosovo. These changes were 
mostly foreseen by the two year 
Strategy of the Foundation 2008 
– 2010.  Kosovo continued to go 
through an advanced transition and 
state creation phase, by legging 
behind other countries of the region 
in EU integration processes, as well 
as in a number of international 
organizations with the UN prefix. It 
is important to conclude that this 
year were not realized scenarios 
that foresaw destabilization of 
the country, which would result in 
complete blocking of development 
processes and those that lead 
towards the advancement of 
democratic institutions. 

The end of 2010 brought big political 
changes. Following the resignation 
of the President of Kosovo, Fatmir 
Sejdiu, and the resignation of the 
Government as a result of breaking 
of the governing coalition PDK-LDK, 
the country entered a governing 
crisis and early elections were 
announced. They were held on 12 
December 2010. The results of these 
elections are still not known due to 
many irregularities that accompanied 
them. Until now, elections have been 
repeated in 6 Kosovo regions and 
a recount of votes of majority of 
polling stations took place. 

The Foundation envisaged to deal 
with 3 priority issues during 2010: 
(1) advancement of integration 
agenda of the country especially in 
the EU, (2) support of initiatives to 
integrate as good as possible ethnic 

minorities, in parallel to fighting for 
their individual and collective rights 
and (3) building the capacity of 
governmental institutions for good 
governance and of civil society for 
the realization of its role as pressure 
group but also as a partner of the 
Government in public policy making. 
These issues are priority and long-
term and continue to remain primary 
determination of the foundation for 
the coming years too. 

During 2010 Kosovo has made 
a howsoever small progress in 
relation to the integration agenda: 
it is about to be provided with 
visa liberalization guidelines, has 
filled in the questionnaire for the 
establishment of trade relations 
with the EU, started the dialogue 
for Stabilization and Association and 
has signed several agreements with 
the EU countries about repatriation 
of its citizens, as a precondition 
to start the visa liberalization 
dialogue. During 2010 there were 
many initiatives in Brussels to 
accommodate Kosovo in its plant 
for the integration of the Western 
Balkans, although no concrete were 
steps taken until now. 

Following the declaration of 
independence and the ICJ positive 
opinion in relation to it, there 
are more encouraging signs for 
integration of the Kosovo Serbs in 
the Kosovar reality, especially those 
living in the south of the Ibër river. 
For the first time, the Serbs have 
participated in local and central 
elections for the establishment of 
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Serb municipalities in accordance 
with the Ahtisaari plan. Other ethnic 
communities, especially RAE, have 
no political problems to integrate, 
but continue to be a vulnerable 
group that should be in the focus of 
development agenda of the country. 

The 2010 has especially brought 
some corruption scandals which are 
suspected to have involved a part 
of the Kosovo Government. The 
EULEX action to discover and punish 
these scandals was viewed with a 
lot of optimism and enjoyed great 
support by majority of citizens and 
the civil society has played a positive 
and mobilizing role in discovering 
and punishing these crimes. The 
NGOs are not only well structured 
to monitor the issue of abuse of 
power, but they also show concrete 
results. The role of the foundation 
was crucial in this respect, not only 
as by supporting NGOs in building 
transparency and responsibility, 
but also in carrying out operational 
projects in this respect.

The integration agenda of Kosovo 
was realized through the European 
Integration Program, operational 
projects of the foundation and 
provision of grants (see Outcome 
chart). The Ministry for European 
Integrations was established in 
spring 2010. It was a suitable 
moment for the foundation to 
support the newly established 
Ministry in recreating a new 
momentum in relations with the 
EU. In an operational manner, 
the foundation undertook several 
activities in order to create a 
suitable and functional agenda 
of this ministry in order for it 
to meet integration challenges. 
The foundation organized 
working meetings between the 
Government, the Ministry, the 
ECLO and governmental and non-

governmental organization that have 
European agenda and the meeting 
resulted with an action agenda 
for the Ministry of Integration, 
which was officially presented by 
the Government in June 2010. An 
expert, who is to advise the minister 
regarding the work to be done, was 
also appointed through the Capacity 
Development Fund. 

The operational project 
“Communicating with Europe”, which 
is supported by a supplementary 
fund allocated to the foundation by 
the OSI, has started to be realized 
in 2010. In order to expand the 
activity of the Kosovar civil society 
and facilitating the communication 
between respective societies, the 
Kosovar and the countries that have 
not recognized Kosovo until now 
and which are EU member states, 
in 2010 the foundation has made 
several attempts to bring closer 
civil leaders, parliament members 
and the media of Spain, Greece, 
Serbia with the Kosovar leaders. This 
project continues to be implemented 
in 2011 with other countries, as 
foreseen by the project.  

This year the foundation has 
especially worked in preparing the 
inputs of the civil society for the 
Progress Report 2010. According 
to the ECLO, cooperation with non-
governmental organizations was 
better this year.  The foundation has 
collected comments of civil experts 
as well as of organizations and they 
were presented in Prishtina and in 
Brussels.  The foundation has been 
working in this respect for four 
year now and it can be seen that 
comments made by our experts 
are more and more present in the 
Progress Report.

The experience of foundation in 
working with great advocating 
projects proves more and more that 
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an advocating project increases 
chances of yielding a positive 
result if it continuously exercises 
pressure on decision makers about 
recommendations it puts forward. 
Given that advocating projects of 
the foundation deal with key issues 
of the Kosovar society, operational 
advocating campaigns should 
continue until all the possibilities 
we posses have been explored. 
Good example in this respect is the 
project “Living in a Ghetto” which 
presented during 2009 and has 
incited a host of positive reactions in 
Brussels and elsewhere.  But, since 
avocation for the guidelines ends 
when the guidelines (Visa Dialogue) 
are provided, the foundation has 
in 2010 continued to advocate by 
using another tool and place for 
avocation.  In May 2010 was filmed 
a TV documentary with the same 
title and it was presented in Brussels 
to heads of EU administration and 
civil society established there.  This 
documentary was broadcasted 
at least ten times on national 
televisions and was distributed to 
many institutions of the EU and 
in the Parliament.  The project of 
the foundation “A modern story” 
embarked on the same journey 
in the past years. After 3 years of 
avocation, it was completed with a 
great success because almost all the 
suggestions of this study regarding 
the building of new thermo- 
energetic capacities in Kosovo were 
taken into consideration.  The study 
and the advocating campaign “Living 
in a Ghetto” was awarded the third 
price in September 2010 in Berlin by 
the think tank network of European 
organizations “PASOS”. 

The European Integration School 
continued working with the 10th 
and 11th generations that prepared 
110 persons from the Government, 
government agencies, police, 
customs, media and civil society 

to better understand integration 
processes in Europe and the values it 
brings. The other operational project 
“Bridging Europe” in 2010 enabled 
linking of Kosovar organizations with 
the issues but also with counterpart 
organization from the region and 
wider.  There were many grants 
allocated to support these initiatives.  
Good Governance, as part of the 
European Integrations Program, was 
mainly supported by bringing experts 
to advise the civil and political staff 
in central and local administration. 
More than 50 advisors were 
supported to work with 24 entities of 
the Kosovar administration. For the 
first time, this project was supported 
by a substantial funding by the 
Norwegian Government, through 
the UNDP, which allocated to the 
foundation a grant of 2.4 million 
dollars.

During 2010 the foundation focused 
on two directions when addressing 
minority issues: (1) Support for 
integration of RAE (Roma, Ashkali 
and Egyptian) in Kosovar society 
and (2) Integration of other ethnic 
communities, first of all the Serbs, 
in the Kosovar reality. During 2010, 
were concluded all agreements with 
the Kosovar Government and the 
European Commission regarding the 
Foundation assuming leading role in 
supporting realization of the action 
plan of the Government for the RAE 
integration.  For this purpose, the 
European Commission provided to 
the foundation a grant of 1 million 
euro. The grant was received in 
July 2010.  The foundation has 
also continued to implement the 
special project allocated by George 
Soros, in the amount of 0.5 million 
euro, to support the Government 
strategy for RAE integration. This 
project is in a developed stage 
and by establishing 10 community 
centers and through involvement 
of five municipalities it is advancing 
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the infrastructure and engagement 
of communities in accomplishing 
educational projects in all health 
levels and is also developing projects 
for the youth of these ethnic groups.  
The grant provided by the European 
Commission (IPA funds) will 
supplement the work of foundation 
in this respect.

In spring 2010 the foundation 
also continued with international 
avocation on three Roma related 
issues: participation of Kosovo in the 
Roma Decade, forced repatriation 
of RAE communities and the issue 
of closing of Roma camps.  In 
this respect, the foundation has 
completed and presented an 
essential study on the RAE in 
Kosovo, which was used by many 
researchers of the problems of these 
ethnic communities.  The avocation 
the foundation has been doing is 
completely coordinated with the 
Roma Initiative, a program of the 
OSI network.  In March 2010 was 
conducted a coordination meeting 
with the Secretariat of the Decade, 
RI (OSI) and the Government of 
Kosovo, which resulted with an 
avocation agenda for Kosovo’s full 
membership of the Roma Decade.  
In autumn 2010 were held the first 
meetings at the level of Decade 
presidency, which is this year chaired 
by the Check Republic.   Regarding 
closing of the RAE camps, in 
2010 the foundation has carried 
out several avocation campaigns 
through television documentary 
and some discussion tables with 
the participation of the Government 
of Kosovo and the international 
representatives that have powers 
to close these camps and provide 
substantial solutions to its residents.

The Serb community was supported 
by a host of operational projects of 
the foundation, such as the project 
for support of the Media centre in 
Gracanica, as well as by supporting 

the most successful Serbian NGOs 
in field. The presence of the civil 
society was especially apparent 
during the local elections in 2009 
and central elections in 2010, when 
the Serb community took part for 
the first time in most of Kosovo.  
Other ethnic communities have 
considerably developed and the 
support of the foundation through 
the multiethnic centre in Prizren, 
as well as the Forum of Bosnians 
and Turks, was fruitful: these civil 
minority issues are seen as powerful 
promoters of multiethnic projects.  
Avocation of Bosnians on education 
related issues and of Turkish 
community for language equality was 
very efficient and triggered a host 
of positive changes in this respect 
among municipal governments.

Another important area of the 
foundation activity during 2010 was 
to promote as much as possible the 
work of Kosovar organizations in 
drafting (public) and development 
policies, as well as in advocating 
projects on important  issues of 
democratic building of the country.  
This year there were significant 
projects accomplished by the NGOs 
that have already proven to have 
created sufficient implementing 
capacity.  The foundation supported 
them, be it through allocation of 
grants for proposed projects be it by 
including them to work in operational 
projects under the umbrella of the 
foundation, which in most cases 
have more than one executor.  More 
details regarding these projects have 
been provided below.

An important area of the action of 
Civil Society Program was to incite 
cooperation and establishment 
of strategic plans for partnership 
Government-Civil Society. The 
project that has started in 2007 
continued to be implemented. After 
a host of seminars with civil society 
and Government representatives, the 
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foundation succeeded in drafting and 
approving the first memorandum of 
cooperation of civil society with the 
Government of Kosovo.  In 2008, the 
Civikos network continued to deal 
with important issues that promote 
joint action of these two factors.  
During 2010 restructuring of this 
network took place, with program 
and administrative changes, and 
now with the new staff and board 
in place, it continues to advocate in 
several areas that aim at improving 
legal and financial situation of the 
NGOs in Kosovo, by especially trying 
to reach a medium term strategy of 
cooperation of the NGOs with the 
Government of Kosovo.
 

The budget of the 
Foundation in 2010

In 2010 the Foundation spent 
3,073,272.39 euro, 1,631,055.99 
euro out of the basic budget and 
487,078.40 euro from the program 
fund of the OSI network. The 
third parties funds this year were 
much higher than in the past years 
– 955,138.00 euro. The budget 
structure was provided in the 
following table, which is succeeded 
by graphic financial analysis.

It has to be mentioned that in 2010 
the foundation has started realizing 
the contract with the UNDP and the 
Norwegian Government from which 
it will benefit a grant of 2.4 million 
dollars in the two coming years, 
with the purpose of implementing 
the CBF project. Also, during 2010 
the foundation has starting the 
implementation of the grant provided 
by the ECLO through the IPA funds 
– a grant of 1 million euro which will 
be realized during 2010 and 2011 
for the implementation of a part of 
the Strategy for integration of RAE 
communities. 

No. Specification Total Spent Spent % 

The Program Budget Euro Euro

1 Funds of basic budget for 
2010 *  1,766,490.00 1,631,055.99 92.33 

Sub total: 1,766,490.00 1,631,055.99 92.33 

3 Funds of the programs of OSI 
network for 2010 487,078.40 487,078.40 100.00 

Sub total: 487,078.40 487,078.40 100.00 

4 Funds of third parties for 
2010 955,138.00 955,138.00 100.00 

Sub total: 955,138.00 955,138.00 100.00 

Total of the budget: 3,208,706.40 3,073,272.39 

Remained funds of the basic budget are related to the project " 
Communicating with Europe " and will be transferred to the year 2011

Overall Financial Statement of the KFOS Expenses for 
the Period January - December 2010 
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Buxheti baze
53%

Buxheti i rrjetit OSI
16%

Buxheti i
paleve treta

31%

Figura 1. Buxheti i shpenzuar i ndare sipas kategorive finasuese

0 - 5.000  
168

grante
12%

5.000 - 10.000 
94 grante

39 %

10.000 - 20.000 
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(Eshte marrë per baze shuma totale e shpenzuar sipas ketyre kategorive)

Spent budget divided according to funding 
categories

Allocation of grants according to their amount 
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The European Integration 
and Good Governance 

Program 
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Europeanization of Kosovo 
institutions and policies lagged 
behind all the Western Balkans 
countries in 2010 as well. The 
non-recognition by 5 EU member 
states of Kosovo’s statehood has 
considerably affected the delay. 
Such position continuously generates 
uncertain policies towards Kosova, 
and makes deciding on a broad 
range of issues impossible. In the 
meantime, the other countries of 
the Western Balkans continue to 
progress towards full membership, 
slowly leaving Kosovo isolated in 
the ghetto. The latest lift of visa 
regime for Albania and Bosnia 
and Hercegovina has literally left 
Kosovars the only people in the 
region still in need to apply for visa 
for travel to EU territory. While 
Serbia has received the candidate 
status, and Albania and Bosnia and 
Herzegovina are closer to gaining 
this status, Kosovo remains with no 
prospects of contractual agreement 
with the EU. 

The Kosovo’s Europeanization 
remains hindered with no other 
concrete policies from the European 
Union but the Stabilization and 
Association Dialogue, which is an 
adapted version of the Union’s 
Stabilization and Association 
Agreement. This agreement brings 
the adhering country and the EU 
to a contractual agreement, and 
once completed, it results with the 
candidate status for the former.  
Without being recognized by all 
EU member states, Kosovo cannot 
enter such relation with the EU. 

For the same reasons EU continues 
to postpone signing of the trade 
agreement between Kosovo and the 
EU, although the Kosovo government 
institutions have submitted the 
answers to the questionnaire in 
April 2010. Similar situation remains 
with offering Kosovo the roadmap 
for visa liberalization.  Even though 
the Pierre Mirelle, Western Balkans 
Director at the DG Enlargement had 
promised that Kosovo would receive 
the roadmap by September 2010, 
it to this day that the Council of the 
Ministers has not discussed yet this 
matter. 

In spite of these all, 88.4 per cent 
of Kosovars remain in favor of 
the Europeanization process. Nor 
does the government lag behind 
such support. The process has 
benefitted from significant rhetoric 
support and insufficient practical 
commitment.  The establishment 
of the Ministry of Integration in 
April 2010 has definitely given a 
new impetus to the process, but 
development of Europeanization 
policies by ministries and oversight 
by the parliament remain slow.  Even 
less, the criticisms of the last years 
Progress Report have not found 
way into budgetary planning and 
prioritization. 

Nevertheless, the internal political 
dynamics of the last year, in 
particular, the early parliamentary 
elections, have had their negative 
impact as well.  The early elections 
of the last year have also halted 
any progress. The parliament 

European Integration 
and Good Governance 
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closed the year with more than 60 
laws awaiting adoption, the load 
bring transferred to the structures 
expected for establishment 
sometimes in March 2011.  As such, 
Europeanization process in Kosovo 
has seen a practical gap of about six 
months.  All this took places at times 
when the former Prime Minister 
Hashim Thaci proudly promised 
during his election campaign that 
Kosovo will become an EU member 
during his next government. Such 
unrealistic statements make the 
urgency for proper address of the 
matter even higher than earlier. 
Especially when the last year’s 
progress report pointed to shortage 
of progress in majority of the 
processes it evaluates each year. 
Most used qualification last year 
was some progress, registered in 
47 European Partnership priorities. 
Limited progress marks 39 priorities, 
while little or no progress in 17 
other. Unfortunately, good progress 
or substantial progress qualifies only 
4 priorities in total. 

Under such challenging 
circumstances, the European 
Integration and Good Governance 
Program continued to implement its 
activities aimed at fulfilling strategic 
goals. The European Integration 
and Good Governance program has 
continued to be the Foundation’s 
leading program during 2010 as 
well. The operational projects 
implemented within its framework 
continue to be the Foundation’s 
most influential mechanisms on 
Kosovo policy making and remain 
highly valued among opinion and 
decision-makers. The opening of 
several communication channels 
with countries in the EU and 
region has had an impact beyond 
anticipation as new realistic images 
on Kosovo have become available to 
their audiences. The program has 
continued to build up momentum for 
improvement of the decision-making 

in Kosovo, not only related to the 
Europeanization process, but rather 
to a more effective and democratic 
governance. The Europeanization 
of policies is continuously sought 
through developing of new human 
capacities. Such programs have 
become a crucial source of European 
knowledge for Kosovar institutions 
and other sectors of the society. 
The on-the-job training ensures that 
policies are developed in line with 
European standards as enlisted in 
the European Partnership Action 
Plan.  Above all, the supported civil 
society’s prudent monitoring exerts 
continuously pressure towards 
transparent and inclusive governance 
processes.  Notable success was 
achieved through: 

• Documentary analysis produced 
by Forum 2015;

• Public debates on challenging 
issues related to governance 
and Europeanization

• Developing and consolidating 
human capacities in the 
public administration towards 
implementation of the European 
Partnership Action Plan 

• Building further on the 
critical mass of Kosovars 
knowledgeable on European 
Union and integration affairs 

• supported civil society activity 
that monitored and contributed 
the Europeanization of policies 
and decision-making

There are four main goals that the 
program sought to accomplish during 
last year. In the following, the report 
will list the accomplished activities 
categorized per each goal.

a) Accelerate the policy 
reform process towards the 
fulfillment of those political and 
economic criteria, and European 
standards, required by the 
European Partnership
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Capacity Development 
Facility

For many years and a number of 
factors, the public administration 
comprised one of the weakest links 
of Kosovo’s policy-making. Oversized 
administration, insufficiently trained 
human resources, unmotivated civil 
servants by the low remuneration 
system, significant political influence, 
are few reasons to name.  Few 
developments last year marked 
a progress in this matter, and 
in particular to the European 
integration process. Firstly, the 
Parliament adopted the Law on Civil 
Service, through which among many 
changes the public administration 
has been sized down from over 
70,000 to less than 19,000 civil 
servants through new categorization 
system.   Secondly, the government 
adopted revised strategy for public 
administration reform, prioritizing 
12 subsectors.  Thirdly, and related 
to the European integration, in April 
2010, the Ministry of Integration 
has been established, mandated to 
direct, coordinate, and monitor all 
activities related to integration in 
the European Union. In this manner, 
a new impetus has been given to 
the Europeanization process.  Since 
taking over the new post, the 
appointed Minister Besim Beqaj 
prioritizes three aspects of the 
Europeanization process. Advancing 
the trade relations between Kosovo 
and the EU, lobbying the European 
Union institutions and members to 
offer Kosovo the visa liberalization 
roadmap, and expand the 
cooperation between the government 
institutions and the civil society 
actors.  

The European Commission reports 
some overall progress on public 
administration but being a key 
priority of the European Partnership, 

it considers it still weak. 

To address these shortcomings in 
the public administration through 
enhancing human capacities the 
Foundation has implemented the 
Capacity Development Facility 
(CDF) project during 2010 as well. 
The project has been implemented 
in partnership with the UNDP, but 
the Foundation maintained the 
management responsibilities. With 
the available funds of 1 mil Euros 
per year, the CDF project has 
successfully increased the support 
it has provided to the government 
institutions, at both political and civil 
servants’ level.  The total number 
of supported assignments has 
increased from average 33 per year 
to 60 advisors engaged. 

Beside regular advisory and coaching 
support, project has benefited from 
activities that sought to increase its 
impact and effectiveness. Firstly, the 
program organized a participatory 
workshop, during which the 
partners and the clients conducted 
a strategic review of the project 
for the past year.  Representatives 
from supported ministries and 
agencies discussed a number of 
issues seen to affect development 
of human capacities in the public 
administration and its sustainability. 
At that time, the participants had 
reported that many shortcomings in 
capacity development derive from 
broad base of civil service which 
at time exceed 70,000 persons 
and included employees of police 
service, public health and education 
system, and the firemen. As a result 
the administration results highly 
politicized with high staff turnover 
and many other challenges. In 
addition, the numerous strategies 
developed within almost every 
ministry remain uncoordinated 
and end up creating a burdensome 
workload for civil servants. Therefore 
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the project’s value came to be seen 
as filling numerous gaps that result 
from such challenges. 

Mid July, the program commissioned 
an independent review and an 
external evaluation of the project. 
The purpose of the independent 
review was to identify gaps related 
to human capacities within the 
public administration towards 
which new mechanisms could 
be developed. This review was 
conducted during July 2010 by 
independent administration expert, 
Mr. Zef Preci, from Tirana, Albania.   
Mr. Preci’s reviewed horizontal and 
vertical reports generated through 
DFID’s project named “Functional 
Review and Institutional Design 
of Ministries” (FRIDOM), strategic 
development plans of Ministry of 
Public Administration and Ministry 
of Internal Affairs,  and interviewed 
16 government officials, ranging 
from the Office of the Prime Minister, 
a number of Ministries, Kosovo 
Institute of Public Administration, 
and Kosovo Agency against 
Corruption.  Based on this work Mr. 
Preci produced the report that points 
to the tendencies of future needs for 
human capacities development in 
Kosovo’s public institutions. 
In the second half of the year, the 
project commissioned Ms. Veronica 
Lullies, who evaluated the project 
back in 2005, to conduct external 
evaluation of the impact that the 
CDF project has had in the past 
years.  Her evaluation concluded 
again that the project is “an ongoing 
success story, very much appreciated 
by the beneficiaries/clients and 
regarded as very important for 
Kosovo.” In particular she noted 
that project makes a remarkable 
difference by moving from capacity 
building to capacity development, 
from individual to institutional/
organizational approach, increasing 
the functionality and effectiveness 

of the department where the advisor 
is engaged, a factor that provides 
a sustainability for the capacities 
developed.
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Advisor Department Grant amount

Arben Gashi Office of the Mayor, Municipality of 
Prishtina € 8,678.58 

Asdren Osaj Department of Public Information, 
Municipality of Prishtina € 8,678.58 

Ermir Hajdini Office of Deputy Chief of Staff, Office of 
the Prime Minister € 15,000.00 

Ardian Zajmi Department of Information Technology, 
Ministry of Public Administration € 15,000.00 

Enton Elezi
Department of Municipal Governance, 
Ministry of Administration of Local 
Government

€ 15,000.00 

Lush Perpali Kosovo Competition Committee € 13,250.00 
Afrim Hoti Parliamentary Committee on Security € 6,276.96 

Ilir Kanina Permanent Secretary, Ministry of 
Economy and Finance € 11,450.00 

Kushtrim Istefi Office of Deputy Prime Minister € 6,618.10 

Drin Cano Property Tax Department, Ministry of 
Economy and Finance € 13,450.00 

Vaso Leno Ministry of Energy and Mines € 24,238.50 
Korab Sejdiu Office of the President € 18,000.00 

Srdjan Sentic Office of Communities, Office of the 
Prime Minister € 10,889.04 

Fadil Miftari Secretariat of the Kosovo Independent 
Supervisory Council € 10,889.04 

Skender Tullumi Property Tax Department, Ministry of 
Economy and Finance € 10,889.04 

Ertjan Çabiri Office of the Prime Minister € 12,000.00 

Ibrahim Krasniqi
Parliamentary Committee for Economy, 
Trade, Industry, Telecommunication, 
Energy and Mines

€ 10,152.18

Flutura Germizaj Ministry of Culture, Youth and Sports € 10,152.18

Qazim Kukalaj
Parliamentary Committee for 
Agriculture, Forestry, Rural 
Development and Spatial Planning 

€ 10,152.18

Sylë Sefaj Office of the Permanent Secretary, 
Ministry of Interior Affairs € 8,678.58 

Besnik Vasolli Office of the Permanent Secretary, 
Ministry of Interior Affairs € 9,415.44 

Robert 
Muharremi

Legal Department, Independent 
Committee for Mines and Minerals € 18,000.00 

Visar Bajraktari Licensing Office, Ministry of Trade and 
Industry € 9,415.44 

Nagip Skenderi Department of Macroeconomy, Ministry 
of Economy and Finance € 10,889.04 

Xhevat Lushi Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and 
Rural Development €10,152.18 

Verena Knaus Office of the Minister, Ministry of 
Integration € 18,500.00 

Agon Demjaha Office of the Permanent Secretary, 
Ministry of Energy and Mines € 18,000.00 
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Jordan Daci
Department for Housing and 
Construction, Ministry of Environment 
and Spatial Planning

€ 15,850.00 

Driart Elshani Division of Information Technology, 
Office of the Prime Minister € 7,200.00 

Ilir Kanina Office of the Permanent Secretary, 
Ministry of Economy and Finance € 17,050.00 

Ardian Zajmi Department of Information Technology, 
Ministry of Public Administration € 15,000.00 

Haki Merovci Office of the Permanent Secretary, 
Office of the Prime Minister € 10,889.04 

Arben Gashi Mayor’s Office, Municipality of Prishtina € 8,678.58 

Asdren Osaj Department for Public Information, 
Municipality of Prishtina € 8,678.58 

Kushtrim Istrefi Office of the Deputy Prime Minister € 7,941.72 

Ermir Hajdini Office of the Deputy Chief of Staff, 
Office of the Prime Minister € 15,000.00 

Zef Preci Independent Advisor on public 
administration € 4,500.00 

Blerinda Idrizi Gender Equality Agency € 19,396.01 

Eridana Cano Office of Director, Ombudsperson 
Institute € 15,000.00 

Flutura Germizaj Department for Social Welfare, Ministry 
of Labor and Social Welfare € 10,889.04 

Vasillaq Leno Office of the Permanent Secretary, 
Ministry of Energy and Mines € 13,749.25 

Marta Gazideda CDF Project Advisor € 24,000.00 

Afrim Hoti Parliamentary Committee on Internal 
Affairs and Security € 9,415.44 

Korab Sejdiu Office of the President € 18,000.00 
Silvia Cravero Kosovo Council for Cultural Heritage € 3,253.22 
Eleonora 
Kelmendi CDF Project Advisor € 17,759.55

Qazim Kukalaj

Parliamentary Committee for 
Agriculture, Forestry, Rural 
Development, Environment and Spatial 
Planning

€ 10,152.18

Ibrahim Krasniqi
Parliamentary Committee for Economy, 
Trade, Industry, Telecommunication, 
Energy and Mines

€ 10,152.18

Skender Tullumi Property Tax Department, Ministry of 
Economy and Finance € 10,889.04 

Veronica Llullies CDF Project External Evaluator € 11,120.25 

Srdjan Sentiç Office of Communities, Office of the 
Prime Minister € 5,444.52 

Besnik Vasolli Office of the Permanent Secretary/
Ministry of Interior Affairs € 10,889.04 

Ertjan Cabiri Office of the Permanent Secretary/
Ministry of European Integration € 12,000.00 

Drin Çano Property Tax Department, MEF € 13,200.00 

Fadil Miftari Department for Public Information, 
Kosovo Anti-Corruption Agency € 10,889.04 
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Faton Peci Department for Youth, Ministry of 
Culture, Youth and Sports € 8,678.58 

Arta Balaj
Office for Public Information, Ministry 
of Agriculture, Forestry and Rural 
Development

€ 10,152.18

Enton Elezi
Department for Municipal Governance, 
Ministry for Administration of Local 
Government

€ 15,600.00

Silvia Cravero Kosovo Council for Cultural Heritage € 15,000.00 
Punëtoria CDF Rishikimi Strategjik i projektit CDF € 10,075.56
Grant total € 20,232.50
Project expenses € 42,243.31
CBF project total Euro € 72,551.37

CBF project total USD $ 1,029,125.51

The European Integration 
School 

The project of the European 
Integration School continued 
also during 2010 to be the most 
educational project about European 
Union in Kosovo.  The continuous 
interest to take part in it shows 
that there is still a great need to 
expand knowledge on the process of 
reforms towards full membership in 
the European Union.  Government 
officials, civil servants, Kosovo Police 
and customs officials, journalists, 
civil society activists and private 
sector employees are categories 
of people who have, for five years 
now, shown great interest  in 
attending the European school 
and benefit from the knowledge 
presented by the curriculum.  As 
such, the school continuous to 
a) promote European ideas and 
values in the Kosovar society, b) 
ensure European education of high 
quality for Government officials, 

civil society leaders, communities, 
businesses, media and others, c) 
create a critical public to help and 
engage in integration process of 
Kosovo, d)  incite dialogue between 
the Kosovar community to address 
more thoroughly the needs of 
Kosovo and the region within the 
integration processes, e) incite 
regional dialogues and cooperation, 
and f) create a network of former 
students of the school.  During 
2010 the Program for European 
Integration and Good Governance 
organized the tenth and the eleventh 
school generations, thus educating 
120 students and increasing the 
overall number of school students 
to about 670. The curriculum for 
both generations is composed of 
35 lectures for each group, two 
workshops that lasted two days, one 
regional conference, up to two open 
lectures, two special tests, whereas 
from the eleventh generation was 
presented a continuous exercise 
which simulated the work of the 
European Union Council. 
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The regular curriculum is organized 
in five modules: 

a. The European Union: historical 
evolution, institutions and 
political actors 

b. Legal Framework of the 
European Union 

c. Policies and political processes 
of the European Union 

d. European Union as a global 
actor 

e. Kosovo and the European Union 

The first module was presented 
to students during the two-day 
workshop at the beginning of each 
course. Mr. Ditmir Bushati held 
lectures to students on the EU 
background, institutional structure, 
decision making processes and 
main policies. The workshop for 
the tenth generation was held on 
20-21 February 2010, whereas for 
the eleventh generation on 25-26 
September 2010. Both workshops 
were held in Durrës. 

The following modules were all 
held in Prishtina. As of the eleventh 
generation, lectures are held in 
the European Information and 
Cultural Center, differently from 
lectures earlier for some other 
generations which were held in the 
American University.  Each module 
is composed of several lectures 
that were presented to students 
by well-known academics and 
prominent local and international 
officials, from the country, the 
region and the European Union. 
Based on positive evaluations of 
lecturers by the students, after 11 
generations the project managed 
to provide distinguished lecturers. 
Ditmir Bushati, former director 
of the European Movement in 
Albania, Hajredin Kuqi, Deputy 
Prime Minister, Elise Muir, lecturer 
in the Maastricht University, Laurent 
Van De Poele, Catholic University 

of Leuven, Augustin Palokaj, 
correspondent from Brussels, Besim 
Beqaj, Minister for Integration, 
including Luan Shllaku, executive 
director of the Foundation, could 
be singled out. Three open lectures 
were organized for the two last 
generations, two by Mr. Veton Surroi 
on the foreign policy of Kosovo and 
one by the Ambassador during the 
Belgium Presidency of the European 
Union.  

The regional conference organized 
last year within the school 
considered the possibility of 
cooperation of governmental 
structures and the civil society 
during the integration process.  
Great interest on this topic 
was shown by the integration 
minister Besim Beqaj, who had 
in the past too shown readiness 
for constructive and productive 
engagement of governmental 
organizations in advancing the 
integration process.  To this end, the 
partner of the European Integration 
School, the Kosovar Foundation 
for Open Society, had prepared an 
analytical report which presented 
and discussed possibilities of such 
cooperation in Kosovo, taking into 
account some experiences of the 
countries that are fully fledged 
members of the EU. To this end, 
representatives of the region, 
including Igor Vidacak from Croatia, 
Saso Klekovski from Macedonia and 
Daliborka Uljarevic from Montenegro 
were invited to the conference. 

Concluding workshops for both 
generations served to gain 
knowledge on how the drafting of 
public policies is done and what are 
principles based on which they are 
prepared.  The lectures regarding 
these topics were held by Mr. Luan 
Shllaku.  The rest of the workshop 
served for evaluation of the school 
by participants and to carry out 
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Table of Grants:
Activity   Grant 

Workshop: Historical evolution 
of the European Union– 
generation 10

€  14,556.40 

Workshop: Drafting of public 
policies– generation 10 €  13,351.32

Workshop: Historical evolution 
of the European Union– 
generation 11

€  14,232.55

Workshop: Drafting of public 
policies– generation 11 €  13,916.77

Lectures for both generations €  16,158.40

Other program related 
expenditures €  3,859.00

European Magazine 

The aim of the Program for European 
Integration and Good Governance 
to develop specialized knowledge 
on European Union processes and 
policies was accomplished by the 
publication of three editions of 
European Magazine during last year.  
With the new product in place, the 
debate on integration processes 
is also assuming new and more 
substantial form.  

The first edition of European 
Magazine was dedicated to issues 
of energy and other topics related 
to developments in this sector in 
Kosovo. The published articles were 
prepared by different local and 
European authors, thus enriching 
the discussion with energy related, 
environmental, economical, 
European and legal viewpoints. 
The interview with the chairman of 
the environment committee of the 
European Parliament, an article on 
equipment that are energy saving in 
the house, different European trends 
for eco-efficient economy and the 
need of the EU to further address 
the issue of the CO2 emission by 
levying different taxes, are singled 

testing regarding the knowledge gained. 
The first workshop was held on 22-23 
May, whereas the second one on 18-19 
December. Both workshops were held in 
the hotel Villa Belvedere, in Durrës. 

The novelty introduced to the European 
Integration School last year is the 
simulation of the EU Council. Each 
country was represented by two students 
of the school, including the European 
Commission too, the EU Presidency and 
the Council Secretariat.  Whereas, during 
the school term the students were asked 
to get acquainted with the countries they 
represented including political parties, 
groups of interest, political campaigns, 
economic interests, social issues, etc., 
and present their stands in simulating 
meetings of the EU Council.  Knowledge 
on these factors enabled representatives 
to achieve the aim of their country, the 
role they wanted to play in the region 
and in Kosovo, and the role in the EU. 
Finally, representatives of the countries/ 
participants of the eleventh generation 
were asked to pay attention to external 
influence in their country.  Positions of 
the countries were presented in writing 
during the three (monthly) simulation 
meetings.  These positions comprised the 
basic part of the preparation of common 
positions of the Council and certainly the 
base for presentation of each country 
separately.
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out in this edition.   The magazine 
was published and promoted in a 
reception organized on 23 June 
2010. The Minister for Energy and 
Mines, Justina Pula, who contributed 
by writing an article on the need 
to develop the sector of energy 
as a precondition for economic 
development of the country, was also 
present in the promotion. 

The second edition of the European 
Magazine addressed the issue of 
visa liberalization, one of the most 
prevailing issues regarding the 
integration process, due to the fact 
that Kosovo is the most isolated 
country by the world and the 
European Union since it is the only 
country whose citizens have to apply 
for visas and are largely refused 
when they want to travel to Europe.  
This edition raised these concerns 
of Kosovars through 13 articles 
written by local and European 
analysts, including Mr. Hajredin 
Kuqi, Deputy Prime Minister, Ulrike 
Lunaçek, Member of the European 
Parliament, Verena Knaus, expert on 
European expansion, Renzo Daviddi, 
Head of the European Commission 
Office, Augustin Palokaj and 
Gjeraqina Tuhina, correspondents 
from Brussels, Besnik Vasolli, etc.  
This edition of the Magazine was 
published in the Serbo-Croatian 
language too and was promoted on 
22 July 2010 in the Media Center 
in Çagllavica in order to stress that 
the isolation problem has an impact 
on all inhabitants of Kosovo, not 
only on specific groups. During 
the promotion, Deputy Minister 
for European Integration in the 
Government of Kosovo, Arban 
Abrashi, Hajrulla Çeku, researcher in 
the Foreign Policy Club and Iliriana 
Kaçaniku, program coordinator in 
the Kosovar Foundation for Open 
Society, discussed about the problem 
of isolation caused by the inability to 
move freely abroad.  

The third edition of the European 
Magazine tackled a very important 
issue, which was little addressed 
by civil society in Kosovo, the 
issue of agriculture and rural 
development.  A great part of 
the future developments in the 
Kosovar economy will be directed 
by developments in agriculture, 
not only because of its current 
poor position, but also because it 
is seen as a chance that was not 
properly and sufficiently used, in 
order to advance our economic 
and social development in general.  
This edition brought to the Kosovar 
reader 10 articles written by local 
and foreign experts that outlay a 
wide span of the challenges of this 
sector. It is worth mentioning articles 
Cooperation and coordination as a 
time imperative, by the Minister of 
Agriculture Blerand Stavileci, The 
role of the EU development policy 
in rural communities, written by 
professor Laurent van Depoele, 
Using of opportunities: Strategic mix 
of horticultural products of Kosovo, 
written by American experts engaged 
in Kosovo Hema Chugh, John Mennel 
and Heidi Shiao, Irrigation in the 
Republic of Kosovo, by professor 
dr. Bashkim Kabashi, and EU Pre-
accession experiences of Slovenia 
in the area of agriculture, by Brina 
Korinshek. 

This edition was promoted on 21 
December2010 in the European 
Center for Information and Culture 
by an open discussion on challenges 
of agriculture in Kosovo. Panel 
members were, Fatmir Selimi, 
Master of Science in Agriculture 
Sciences, Imer Rusinovci, Professor 
in the Faculty of Agriculture and 
Veterinary of Prishtina University, 
and Bashkim Kabashi, Professor 
in the Faculty of Agriculture and 
Veterinary, Prishtina University. 
This discussion was conducted in 
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cooperation with “Europe closer” of 
the Radio Television of Kosovo and 
this problem was topic of discussion 
in one of the shows. 

b) To develop specialized 
knowledge about European 
Union among civil society actors 

The civil society may monitor and 
effectively influence the integration 
process only when being equipped 
with adequate knowledge on 
integration stages and policies of 
the European Union. Unless such 
preparation is carried out, monitoring 
of implementation of European 
partnership becomes a challenge 
that cannot be overcome by non-
governmental organizations, whereas 
their fulfillment by government 
officials is dragged on beyond the 
deadline.  
With the purpose of filling this 
sssgap, the program for European 
Integration and Good Governance 
has drafted several operational 
projects. The European Integration 
School has proven, for the fifth year 
in a row, that it is the most valuable 
project in the Kosovar society that 
educates its students by providing 
them with overall knowledge on 
European processes. Targets of 
the European Magazine, the most 
recent project of the Foundation, 
are government officials who are 
faced with integration challenges 
on daily basis. Topics dealt with 
by every specific edition are based 
on the most urgent needs that 
failed to be sufficiently addressed 
by governmental and non-
governmental actors. Meanwhile, 
basic responsibility of civil society, in 
relation to the integration process, 
remains the constant monitoring 
of the progress of fulfillment of 
European priorities. Such a support 
was provided by the operational 
project Bridging Europe.  

Bridging Europe

During 2010, the project Bridging 
Europe took actions towards fulfilling 
the following three aims, active 
involvement of non-governmental 
organizations in European integration 
process by assuming the role of 
active monitor, evaluator of quality 
of pro-European reformation and 
researcher of different aspects of 
integration process. As a mechanism 
that aims at strengthening the role 
of civil society, in the years of its 
operation the project managed 
to considerably raise the interest 
of this social sector regarding 
Europeanization processes and their 
progress.  Last year, the project was 
initiated in March 2010 by publishing 
a competition that invited non-
governmental organizations to apply 
by providing concept ideas in order 
to:

• Advance civil dialogue – 
between government structures 
and civil society– in fulfilling 
priorities and actions for 
European integration 

• Carry out and promote 
cooperation with municipal 
authorities towards more 
effective implementation of 
European actions and priorities 
at the municipal level 

• Monitor fulfillment and 
influence of actions of European 
Partnership, or 

• Help networking and 
cooperation with organizations 
in the region and in the 
European Union towards the 
exchange of experience and 
advocating mechanisms 

Public policies, EU and 
its funds, Villa Belvedere, 
Durrës, 8-9 May, 2010
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The opportunity for application was 
used by 29 organizations, 19 of 
which were chosen to take part in 
the workshop. The workshop was 
held in Durrës on 8-9 May and its 
purpose was to inform participants 
about the process of drafting 
development policies and financial 
mechanisms of the European Union, 
such as the IPA instrument.  The 
Program for European Integration 
and Good Governance chose two 
topics for the workshop with the 
purpose of developing skills of the 
representatives of the NGO-s that 
participated so that they are able 
to analyze development policies 
processes, analyze and monitor 
them, as well as identify decision 
making stages when they would 
be able to intervene with their 
actions. The aim of the second 
topic was to especially emphasize 
Europeanization processes, the 
fulfillment of which is supported 
by the European Union IPA funds 
and the need for their monitoring. 
Following the workshop, the 
organizations that participated were 
given the chance to elaborate their 
concepts into full draft proposals 
and apply for financial support. 
At the end of this process, the 
program supported the realization 
of 13 projects, the list of which was 
provided below. 

The workshop:  How 
to create a European 
Moment, 11-12 May, 2010, 
Villa Belvedere, Durrës, 
Albania

In April 2010, the Government of 
Kosovo established the Ministry 
for Integration, whose task is 
to coordinate and monitor the 
integration process. In cooperation 
with the new ministry, the 

Foundation organizes a two-day 
workshop in order to discuss and 
listen to experiences of countries 
of the region on the manner 
of identification of necessary 
priorities, creation of an effective 
and capable administration to 
move forward European integration 
processes and thus create an 
“unstoppable European moment.”  
The strategic workshop gathered 
senior Government and European 
representatives, including the 
Deputy Prime Minister Hajredin 
Kuci, Minister for integration Besim 
Beqaj,  Minister of internal affairs, 
Bajram Rexhepi, and the chairman 
of the European Commission Liaison 
Office, Renzo Daviddi, Venera 
Hajrullahu, Director of the Kosovar 
Civil Society Foundation (KCSF), 
Veton Surroi, etc.  Despite the fact 
that the ministry was new, Mr. Beqaj 
presented that the ministry led by 
him has identified three strategic 
priorities: to address challenges of 
the progress report, trade agreement 
with the European Union and visa 
liberalization with the EU. For the 
purpose of listening to experiences 
of their countries, the Foundation 
had invited three representatives 
from the region:  Zhivka Staneva, 
European Institute, Bulgaria, Verena 
Knaus, ESI analyst, and Ditmir 
Bushati, MP of the SP in the Albanian 
Parliament.  Ms. Knaus presented 
an overview of the situation in 
Kosovo and said that priorities 
should be set in the next six months 
and intensive work should be done 
in relation to their fulfillment.  In 
order to demonstrate how slow the 
integration process is and how it can 
be blocked for different reasons, she 
provided a comparative description 
of the cases of Bulgaria and Turkey.  
Taking into account the experience 
of Albania, Mr. Ditmir Bushati singled 
out the importance of having a 
clear political vision in fulfilling 
criteria, adequate institutional 
structuring, creation of culture for 
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inter-institutional communication 
and allocation of appropriate budget. 
Ms. Staneva said that it is up to the 
country itself to determine the year 
when it aims to become a fully-
fledged member of the EU, but only 
after starting accession negotiations 
and effectively coordinating the 
process in the country. She warned 
that in most cases the Ministry for 
Integration should act as arbiter 
between other ministries, especially 
in relation to the legislative, a sector 
that should be part of the drafting 
process all the time. Ms. Hajrullahu 
mentioned the importance of 
cooperation with civil society and Mr. 
Surroi warned about the situation 
of the unfinished state and how 
this fact is constantly dragging the 
process and will cause difficulties in 
possible political talks with Serbia; 
Mr.  Shllaku drew attention to the 
fact that the strategic moment of 
the integration process may be 
achieved when specific challenges 
are eliminated and actions for their 
solution are designed. 

Civil society appeals for 
visa liberalization 

On the verge of the high ranking 
meeting of the European Union held 
in Sarajevo on 2 June 2010, 471 
organizations of the Western Balkans 
appealed to the EU to coordinate 
the rhetoric towards the region 
with actions, whereas in case of 
Kosovo there was an appeal “to be 
engaged in ordinary EU policies for 
visa liberalization.” The Foundation 
mobilized 38 Kosovar organizations, 
including a great number of Serbian 
non-governmental organizations, to 
sign this appeal. 
A few days before, the Foundation 
showed the documentary “Living 
in a ghetto” in Brussels and before 
the Minister for Integration Besim 
Beqaj and the Minister of Internal 

Affairs Bajram Rexhepi visited 
European authorities in Brussels, 
the Foundation organized again the 
civil society to appeal to European 
institutions and decision makers to 
provide visa liberalization guidelines 
to Kosovo .  The appeal said that 
Kosovo, more than any other country 
of the region, needs the transforming 
power of the European integration 
process and that we, like all others, 
wish to be part of Europe.”

The Foundation presents 
reports on the Progress 
Report of the European 
Commission, 23-26 June, 
2010, Brussels

Every year the European Commission 
invites the non-governmental 
organizations to provide their 
contribution in drafting the progress 
report. Last year the program for 
European integration engaged 
three independent experts to 
prepare thorough analyses on 
three main sectors, judiciary and 
security, minorities and fight against 
corruption. The first report was 
drafted by Robert Muharremi, the 
second by Blerinda Idrizi, whereas 
the third report by Eridana Çano.  
The three reports were presented 
to the European Commission 
in Brussels during the hearings 
organized for the contributors. 

Tanja Fajon, member 
of the European 
Parliament discusses 
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visa liberalization: What 
should the common 
citizen know, 22 October 
2010, in Sheshi 21, 
Prishtina

Tanja Fajon, the Slovenian Euro-
parliamentarian, assigned by 
the European Parliament as a 
reporter for the visa issue for 
Western Balkans and amendment 
of Regulation 539/2000, stayed in 
Kosovo several days. KFOS used this 
opportunity and together with its 
projects and alumni of the European 
School organized a discussion table 
with Ms. Fajon. Among other things, 
there were discussions on the 
support and the resolution of the 
European Parliament on inclusion 
of Kosovo in the visa liberalization 
process, the work and preparations 
of Kosovo institutions to start and 
obtain visa guidelines, expectations 
from the Progress Report 2010, 
as well as the engagement and 
preparations to be carried out 
by Kosovo so that the guidelines 
is received and implemented 
according to an appropriate rhythm. 
Participants were more skeptical than 
Ms. Fajon who was very satisfied 
with the debate and her visit.  She 
expressed her readiness to convey 
ideas and concerns of Kosovars to 
the European Parliament.
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Table of Grants: 
Organizacija Project title Grant 

amount 
Operacional Workshop with NGOs on the EU Funds € 15,222.25

Qelnaja Discussion table on the monitoring report of the 
IPA funds € 600.00

Eridana Çano Drafting of the report on anti-corruption issues 
for the European Commission Progress Report € 740.00

Blerinda Idrizi
Drafting of the report about Roma community 
related issues for the European Commission 
Progress Report 

€ 300.00

Robert Muharremi
Drafting of the report on security and judicial 
issues for the European Commission Progress 
Report 

€ 880.00

Center for European 
politics and Policies

Monitoring of implementation of environment 
protection policies stemming from the action 
plan for European partnership

€ 9,954.00

Foundation for 
Environment protection 

Protection of environment according to European 
standards € 3,000.00

Kosovar Institute for 
Local Governance Mysterious Shopper € 9,850.00

Kosovo European 
Movement 

Analysis  and oversight of the SPAC 
appointments € 7,990.00

Policy and Avocation 
Center 

Increase of regional and international 
cooperation of the Kosovar NGOs € 6,000.00

NGO Youth Voices
Short documentary – Novoberda municipality, 
decentralization and the EUROPEAN CHARTER 
OF LOCAL GOVERNANCE 

€ 2,550.00

UNI-Group Prishtina Lobbying for the youth of Kosovo € 8,000.00

Kosovo Center for Public 
Policies 

Organization of the international conference 
"Western Balkans: Opportunity or Challenge for 
the EU future”

€ 4,000.00

Center for Humanitarian 
Right 

Monitoring of war crimes trials and ethnically 
and politically motivated crimes € 10,000.00

Euro-Atlantski Forum
“The Euro-Atlantic Forum – Sharing of 
responsibilities for the safety of Western 
Balkans”

€ 2,000.00

Association of 
Prosthetics Experts 

Organization of the 34th European Congress of 
European prosthetics associations € 4,000.00

Youth Initiative on 
Human Rights Young leaders school € 10,000.00

Summer program, 
American University in 
Kosovo  

Summer Program in Peace building, Post-conflict 
Transformation and Development. € 8,474.57

 Adaptivit Kabina-votimi.net - Increasing political 
participation and communication before elections € 5,000.00

Movement FOL Truth barometer € 10,000.00
Balkan Institute for 
Policy Studies

Public procurement, competition and consumer 
protection € 10,000.00

Kosovar Foundation for 
Open Society Europeanization of policy making in Kosovo € 40,050.00
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c) To develop advanced ideas 
and policy recommendations 
through public debates and 
build social consensus towards 
democratic changes in Kosovo 

Forum 2015

Forum 2015, the foundation 
project which aims at advocating 
on major issues of the democratic 
development of the country, has 
in 2010 continued to address key 
problems by involving individuals 
and non-governmental organizations 
specialized in certain issues. In order 
to address issues it has been dealing 
with, the Forum has also during 
2010 used instruments developed 
in previous years, such as: round 
tables, media debates, prominent 
guests invited to round tables to 
discuss issues, TV documentaries, 
presentations in Prishtina and other 
cities (Brussels), etc. 

This year, Kosovo continued to 
face numerous challenges in the 
area of democratic development 
of the country, which provided an 
opportunity for the Forum to engage 
in advocating for best solutions, 
solve issues through research 
and present recommendations in 
respective places, within advocating 
platforms, as well as by the use 
of different avocation instruments 
out of debating tables.  Below are 
provided topics this project has dealt 
with.

An important aspect of work in 
this project is that it is more and 
more being considered as an 
advocating instrument for other 
programs of the foundation too. 
During 2010 the Forum has also 
addressed projects pertaining to 
the program for minorities as well 
as Roma, thus making it a universal 

program project of the foundation, 
or put better an extended program 
instrument to achieve advocating 
aims for major issues that are 
constantly addressed by the 
foundation. The Forum platform 
has also been used during the 
realization of the operational project 
“Communicating with Europe”.  
The library of Forum 2015 has 
also this year been enriched with 
analyses of public policies and 
other issues pertaining to the 
Kosovar reality, as well as with 
TV documentaries that are being 
viewed as a very efficient instrument 
to promote evident problems of 
the Kosovar democracy and also 
put forward recommendations for 
solution of problems it deals with. 
The Forum 2015 has also during 
2010 cooperated with local and 
international institutions and drafted 
joint projects.  It is worth mentioning 
the cooperation with UNICEF and 
the United Nations agencies active 
in Kosovo, especially in the area of 
avocation to solve the problems of 
RAE communities.

Local reforms in Kosovo 
(May 2010)

The study “Local Reform in Kosovo” 
addresses once again the challenge 
of the reform of local governance 
in Kosovo.  More precisely, this 
study reviews the influence and 
effects of this reform in Kosovo’s 
municipalities. While the initial 
debate on decentralization was led 
by different political preferences 
and was viewed as mechanism for 
integration of Serb community of 
Kosovo, this study provided a totally 
new perspective of this process. 
In fact, the study reviews the 
latest achievements, the current 
status and future perspectives 
of governing reforms with the 
purpose of contributing to two 



 31

wider purposes:  (i) the beginning 
and simulation of a more extensive 
debate between drafters of politics 
in Kosovo and the wider public in 
relation to purposes and means of 
local reform in final analysis, and 
(ii) creation of an institutional and 
political framework, which is more 
favorable for a functional sector of 
local government.

The study was carried out in 
cooperation with the program of the 
network of the Institute for Open 
Society for municipal governance in 
Budapest, the KIPRED Institute in 
Prishtina and the Kosovar Initiative 
for Stability (KIS) in Prishtina.  The 
study included the theoretical aspect 
of effective reform of governance 
and practical studies in 9 Kosovar 
municipalities, including those that 
are subject to decentralization 
process.  The theoretical part was 
carried out by the Budapest team, 
whereas studies and analyses in 
municipalities were conducted 
by KIPRED and IKS. The KIPRED 
Institute has analyzed municipalities 
of Gjilan, Graçanica, Shtime, Kllokot 
and Malishevo. Meanwhile, analyses 
in municipalities of Hani i Elezit, 
Mamusha, Rahovec and Dragash 
were carried out by the Kosovar 
Stability Initiative. 

The debate organized by the Forum 
2015 with the same title, presented 
conclusions of this study and there 
were discussions on the current 
situation and the perspective of 
local reform with the purpose of 
making local governance more 
effective, accountable, transparent 
and bringing it closer to the Kosovar 
citizen. 

The debate was opened by Mr. 
Luan Shllaku, Executive Director 
of the Kosovo Foundation for Open 
Society and moderator was Mr. 
Adriatik Kelmendi. Panel members 
were as follows: Mr. Pieter Feith, 

International Civilian Representative, 
Mr. Sadri Ferati, Minister of Local 
Governance Administration in the 
Kosovo Government, Mr. Gábor 
Péteri, Executive Director of the 
LGID/Budapest, Mr. Gyorgy Hajnal 
from the Hungarian Institute for 
Public Adminsitration in /Budapest, 
Mr. Ilir Deda, Executive Director of 
KIPRED and Ms. Engjellushe Morina, 
Executive Director of the Kosovar 
Stability Initiative.

Waiting for decision 
makers (July 2010)

Accomplishment of tasks and 
responsibilities assigned to local 
institutions according to the 
constitution, law, regulations, 
strategic plans and other binding 
documents, such as decisions of 
different institutions, Government 
decisions and Administrative 
Directives issued by the Government 
were the topic dealt with by the 
study “Waiting for decision makers– 
10 KS 100”

The authors of this study have 
concentrated on analyzing these 
delays during the institutional 
mandate that was result of elections 
2007 until July 2010. Identification 
of these delays was conducted 
based on expertise possessed by 
the Kosovo Judicial Institute and the 
Kosovo Democratic Institute. The 
authors have also consulted other 
groups and organizations the object 
of which are the phenomena dealt 
with by this study.

The debate titled “Delays in decision 
making” organized by Forum 2015, 
was opened and chaired by Mr. Luan 
Shllaku, Executive Director of the 
Kosovar Foundation for Open Society, 
while conclusions of the study were 
presented by representatives of the 
Kosovo Judicial Institute and the 
Kosovo Democratic Institute.



 3
2

A
n

n
u

a
l 
R

e
p

o
rt

 2
0

1
0

Ethnic minorities– challenges 
and obstructions to successful 
integration, November 2010
The successful integration of minority 
communities in society still remains a 
challenge for the Kosovo democracy. 
This is exactly the topic addressed 
in the study titled “Ethnic minorities 
–challenges and obstructions to 
successful integration”. 

This study provides a clear 
overview on some of the concerns 
of minority communities which 
have an impact on the quality of 
their life and addressing them is 
a permanent challenge for the 
Government of Kosovo and their 
political representatives.  The study 
is composed of four chapters, with 
each of them addressing an issue 
of each of communities separately. 
Presented analyses are product of 
civil society organizations of minority 
communities and present the 
greatest problems their community 
is faced with. More concretely, the 
Serb community presents the level 
of satisfaction of inhabitants of 
decentralized municipalities with the 
work of their municipalities, Roma, 
Ashkali and Egyptian communities 
address the issue of repatriation 
from western countries, the Bosnian 
community deals with the challenges 
this community is facing in the 
area of education in the Bosnian 
language, starting from the level of 
pre-school education to university, 
and the Turkish community speaks 
about the problems related to the 
official use of the Turkish language.  
The study was conducted in 
cooperation with the non-
governmental organizations of 
minority communities in Kosovo: 
KIM Radio from Çaglavica, Center for 
Documentation of Roma and Ashkali, 
Association of Bosnians “Kosovksi 
Avaz”, and the independent group of 
Turkish researchers.

Forum 2015 organized a discussion 
table with the same topic, where 
conclusions of these four studies, 
compressed in a single one, 
were presented. Participants 
had the opportunity to discuss 
about the current situation and 
obligations of institutions and 
political representatives of minority 
communities vis-a-vis citizens and 
the legal infrastructure applicable in 
the Republic of Kosovo.

The documentary “Living 
in a ghetto” (May 2010)

Kosovo Foundation for Open Society, 
through Forum 2015, continues 
to strongly engage in observing 
and addressing major challenges 
of Kosovo that stand on its path 
towards full membership in the 
European Union. 

The documentary “Living in a 
Ghetto” raises the issue of isolation 
of Kosovo within the European 
continent. Kosovo is the only country 
of the Western Balkans that was 
kept aside and not included in the 
Visa Liberalization Agreement with 
the European Union, whereas the 
same agreement was signed and 
implemented by all other countries 
of the Western Balkans.  This created 
reality poses the risk for Kosovars 
to remain the most isolated people 
of the world, which continues to 
become more and more difficult by 
the non-recognition of statehood 
and the passport of the Republic of 
Kosovo by all member states of the 
European Union. Above all, Kosovars 
are faced with the highest figure of 
refused applications for a Schengen 
visa. Finally, Kosovars continue to 
live in a ghetto.  

The Foundation, in cooperation 
with the OSI office and the ESI 
in Brussels, organized in Brussels 



 33

in June 2010 presentation of 
the documentary and a panel 
discussion titled “Kosova –
breaking the isolation” with the 
participation of Minister Bajram 
Rexhepi, members of the European 
Parliament Tanja Fajon and Ulrike 
Lunacek, Luan Shllaku, Veton 
Surroi and representatives of the 
European Commission. Copies of the 
documentary were also provided to 
associates in Prishtina and Brussels, 
including the office of Commissioner 
Stefan Fule.

The documentary was for the first 
time broadcasted in the channel 
Kohavizion, and later on in other 
local and regional channels. 
Meantime the TV station Vizion+, 
has broadcasted it at least three 
times, at different hours, as part 
of the show “Zone e ndaluar”. The 
documentary was also shown in the 
Dokufest Festival.

The documentary “Living in a 
Ghetto” has also won the third 
price of the PASOS network of 2010 
dedicated to “think tank” groups, for 
inciting the debate and raising the 
awareness of the public regarding 
the issue of the isolation of Kosovo.  
 

The documentary 
“Elections Ante Portas” 
(October 2010)

On 15 November 2009, Kosovars 
took part in the first round of 
elections following the declaration 
of independence.  Following a long 
and intensive election campaign, 
the voting day passed in a quiet 
and positive atmosphere. Voting 
was organized to elect local 
authorities and mayors, but the 
process was also considered as a 
great test that had to be passed 
successfully by the state in creation. 

The local institutions, for the first 
time, assumed full responsibility 
to organize democratic elections. 
Words of praise for the good and 
democratic process were heard even 
before the process of casting the 
votes was completely over. 
It seemed that everything was going 
on well and that the first elections 
of the independent Kosovo would 
be completed without substantial 
problems. Although, observers 
and journalists noticed many 
shortcomings and problems and 
there were continuous reports about 
incidents, filling of ballot boxes, 
annulment of votes, family voting … 
The media reported about serious 
cases of violations, from multiple 
voting to voting on behalf of dead 
persons.  

Consequently, there are proposals 
that the reform should focus on 
the laws governing elections in 
Kosovo – and the need to conduct 
proper reform of the elections law 
before the extraordinary elections, in 
December 2010, is exactly the topic 
dealt with by in the documentary 
“Elections Ante Portas” conducted by 
Forum 2015.

The channel Kohavizion has 
broadcasted the documentary 
several times at different hours and 
organized television debates with 
experts on this issue.

The table on the occasion 
of the International 
Children’s Day (June 
2010) 

Forum 2015 has, in cooperation with 
UNICEF, organized two round tables 
this year.

The first table was organized to 
mark the 1 June, the International 
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Children’s Day, where the findings 
of the UNICEF report ‘’Children’s 
Poverty in Kosovo” were discussed, 
which aimed at initiating the 
dialogue on the current situation of 
children who live in poverty, discuss 
possibilities to alleviate this situation 
as well as support development 
of partnerships between the 
Kosovo Government, the European 
Union and representations of the 
EU member states in Kosovo, 
development agencies and civil 
society in general.

Panel members were as follows: 
Johannes Wedenig, chairman of the 
office of UNICEF Kosovo, Hajredin 
Kuqi, Deputy Prime Minister, Pieter 
Feith, EU Representative in Kosovo, 
Luan Shllaku, Executive Director of 
KFOS-it and actress Alyssa Milano, 
UNICEF Good Will Ambassador.
The second table was organized 
with the purpose of discussing the 
findings of the report “Integration 
according to conditions”. The aim 
of this event was to further help 
ongoing discussions in relation 
to current situation of the Roma, 
Ashkalinj and Egyptian children, 
who were repatriated by force from 
Germany to Kosovo. According to 
the information provided by this 
report, existing practices of their 
return and repatriation have failed 
to ensure dignified return and safe 
conditions.  In particular, needs and 
interests of Roma, Ashkalinj and 
Egyptian children are not sufficiently 
taken into consideration, no matter 
if their return is voluntary or they 
are repatriated against their will. 
This event aims at finally putting at 
the center of these discussions the 
wellbeing of children in general, in 
relation to readmission agreements 
between the Western countries and 
Kosovo. 

Part of the panel were Luan Shllaku, 
the KFOS Executive Director, Ulrike 

Lunaceck, Member of the European 
Parliament, Bajram Rexhepi, Minister 
of Internal Affairs, Osman Osmani 
from the NGO Iniciativa 6, Orsolya 
Szekely, Chairperson of the Office of 
the Council of Europe in Kosovo and 
Habit Hajredini, Director of the Office 
for Good Governance, Office of the 
Prime Minister.

Documentary on 
corruption (December 
2010)

Portraying of corruption as a 
phenomenon that has overcome 
politics in Kosovo and has often 
gone beyond a certain political 
party or a group of interest is the 
topic that is to be dealt with in a 
documentary film to be carried out 
by Forum 2015, in cooperation with 
the organization “COHU”. The main 
purpose of this documentary is to 
disclose the issue of corruption and 
destructive effects it has on society 
in Kosovo in general, by focusing on 
three areas: privatization process, 
public tenders and management of 
public money.

Living in health insecurity 
(December 2010)

The Government of Kosovo is being 
faced with pressures to change 
the model of financing for health 
services. The political, economic and 
social context of Kosovo has direct 
impact on the level of performance 
of the health care system. Not so 
good performance results in poor 
quality of care, transparency and 
accountability.

“Living in health insecurity” is 
the title of the study of Forum 
2015 that aims at providing an 
overview of the situation in the 
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health sector in Kosovo, based on 
relevant documents and viewpoints 
of main parties, as well as provide 
recommendations on how to 
overcome the current situation of the 
public health.

Performance monitoring 
based on results 
(December 2010)

Following the successful completion 
of the first part of the project 
“Monitoring of performance based on 
results”, Forum 2015, in cooperation 
with the organization "Demokraci 
për Zhvillim” (D4D) will produce a 
more substantial report.  The second 
part of the project will continue with 
the improvement of information 
system that will possess over 250 
indicators on annual basis. This will 
enable measuring the progress in 
different areas of governance.  As a 
result, such a monitoring will enable 
constructive pressure by the civil 
society.

The aim of this report is to, year 
by year, measure a certain number 
of indicators with the purpose of 
observing the trends without delay, 
identify the progress and as a result 
have influence on a better result 
oriented policymaking.
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Table of Grants:
Grant benefactor: Project title Grant value:

Ditmir Bushati Production of the documentary "Living 
in a Ghetto " € 2,700.00

Operacional Coordination of Forum 2010 € 21,768.00

Foreign Policy Club Athens: So Far, So Close € 6,000.00

Butterfly 
Production

Production of the documentary “Living 
in a Ghetto” € 10,000.00

operacional Research and promotion of the 
documentary “Living in a Ghetto” € 5,191.01

RADC Repatriation without accountability € 3,190.00

UBKA Education in Bosnian language in 
Kosovo € 3,406.60

Kim Radio Decentralization and new Serb 
municipalities € 960.00

Baltam
Social problems of the Kosovo Turks 
regarding the official use of the Turkish 
language 

€ 1,440.00

operacionale Publication and table "Ethnic minorities: 
Integration challenges " € 10,569.00

Butterfly 
Production

Production of the documentary: 
"Elections Ante Portas" € 10,000.00

operacional Research on the documentary 
"Elections Ante Portas" € 5,228.07

operacional Table: “Local reform in Kosovo " € 1,200.00

operacional Table: Integration according to 
conditions € 1,280.00

Butterfly 
Production

Production of the documentary about 
corruption in Kosovo € 10,000.00

Director, Çohu Research related to the documentary 
on corruption in Kosovo € 10,000.00

operacionale Printing and table "Waiting for decision 
makers " € 4,145.00

Director, D4D Monitoring of the governance based on 
results € 9,998.50

Director, 
Encompass Living in health insecurity € 10,000.00

operacional
Preparations for the documentary 
on the return and integration of RAE 
communities 

€ 924.18

Other project 
related 
expenditures 

€ 34,852.33
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Communicating with 
Europe – What the project 
is about? 

Kosovo’s distorted image abroad 
has come to affect its state-building 
process internally, but above all, the 
process of its interaction with state 
and inter-governmental actors on 
global level.  As a result, Kosovo’s 
statehood remains recognized 
by only 73 states, whereas the 
newest country has succeeded to 
join only a handful of international 
organizations, in particular those 
that where decision is taken with 
weighted voting, such a the World 
Bank and the International Monetary 
Fund.  

While the dominant images continue 
to pertain to conflict and instability, 
the Foundation’s Image Matters 
study from 2009 proves that Kosovo 
fairs much better than a number 
of European countries on concerns 
related to organized crime, drug and 
human trafficking, light weapons and 
small arms possession. Above all, 
the inter-ethnic crime has dropped 
drastically since 1999. 

In lieu with these concerns, late 
2009, the Foundation has initiated a 
new project named Communicating 
with Europe through which it seeks 
to create new perceptions and 
understanding on Kosovo’s current 
standing, future prospects, and 
its European perspective, based 
on which new communication and 
relations will generate with new 
societies in the EU and region. 
Since the project’s initiation in 2009, 
two Spanish delegations, one Greek 
delegation, and four Serb delegations 
have arrived to Kosovo to meet with 
their counterparts from civil society, 
media, members of parliament, 
diplomats, business community, 

and government representatives 
and politicians. The meetings have 
raised interest of the visitors and 
generated interesting discussions 
between the participants. They have 
served the visiting delegations to 
create new understanding of the 
realities in Kosovo, ranging from 
progress achieved and challenges in 
building the politically viable state, 
to establishing a steadily functional 
economy, and to creating a society of 
tolerance and understanding.  In this 
manner, the visits have presented 
the participants with an objective 
reality of Kosovo, which differs 
largely from those presented in their 
home countries. 

The Foundation has prudently 
observed the developments in 
establishing social and economic, as 
well as political, relations between 
Kosovo and Serbia. The tense and 
not optimistic relations have served 
as a ground for the Foundation to 
open communications between the 
two societies, through engagement 
of leading minds and moderate 
politicians of both sides during this 
year. In fact, the visit of about 30 
people consisting of civil society 
leaders, members of parliament, 
prominent figure of cultural life 
and media from Serbia who visited 
Kosovo in October 2010 has had 
the most significant impact. For the 
first time in after-war Kosova, a 
direct and publicly televised dialogue 
between Kosovar and Serbian 
society took place. Distinguished 
human rights activists, media 
owners, lawyers, and other reputable 
members of the Kosovar and Serbian 
cultural, social, or political elite 
talked publicly over a round table 
about the need to invest in civil 
dialogue and in that manner nourish 
development of society-to-society 
communication in the future. 
Each visit has generated new 
understanding among the visitors 
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on Kosova. In particular, they 
understood the differences that lay 
between the Kosovo and Yugoslavia 
conflict and the internal conflicts in 
their own countries, such as those 
of Basque and Catalan territories in 
Spain, or territorial disputes feared 
between Greece and Macedonia. The 
visits also accentuated the need for 
the European Union’s involvement 
to ensure fulfillment of Kosovo’s 
European promise and supervise its 
Europeanization process.  The latter 
was in particularly stressed during 
the visits of Kosovar delegations in 
Spain, Athens, Thessaloniki, and 
Brussels. 

In the following, the report will 
chronologically present the exchange 
visits organized:

Spanish MPs visit Kosovo 
(1-4 March 2010)

The overall objective of this two-
day visit was to promote a greater 
understanding of Kosovo's needs 
within Spanish political circles. 
While putting the issue of Kosovo's 
independence to one side, the 
project aimed to engage Spain more 
closely within the Western Balkans, 
and create a greater understanding 
of the social, economic and political 
issues in the region. At the time 
of the visit Spain held the EU 
presidency, and the delegation was 
surprised to find out that Spain had 
no representation in Kosovo at the 
times when it played a critical role in 
its future. 

The study tour began on February 
28th in Belgrade and ended in 
Prishtina on March 3rd. (See 
itinerary attached. Sunday and 
Monday were spent in the Serbian 
capital, and linked the group with 
leading members of Serbian civil 

society, including the leading human 
rights activist Natasa Kandic,  Dr 
Jadranka Jelincic, Director of the 
Foundation for Open Society in 
Serbia, Mr Miljenko Dereta, Civic 
Initiatives; Mr Milan Pajević, Institute 
for Security and International 
Affairs; Ms Sonja Biserko, Helsinki 
Committee for Human Rights 
in Serbia; Dr Jovan Teokarević, 
Belgrade Center for European 
Integration  and Dr Miroslav Hadžić, 
Center for Civic-Military Relations. 
The group were also given a lengthy 
brieding on the European Union's 
involvement in Kosovo as well as the 
Ahtisaari process by the European 
Councils representatives in Belgrade 
Mr. Peter Sorensen, and Mr. Ben 
Crampton. 

On the third day, the group travelled 
to Mitrovica where they met leaders 
in both Albanian and Serbian 
communities and learned about the 
common economic problems facing 
both communities, as well as the 
lack of rule of law in the north of the 
city. Back in Prishtina they met with 
leading members of civil society, the 
art, media and design industries – all 
examples of the dynamic potential of 
Kosovo's young population. They also 
took part in a talk on the European 
Union's enlargement strategy and 
the American University in Kosovo. 
Their last full day involved a debate 
about Spanish foreign policy in the 
Balkans and involved meetings 
with members of the government, 
and representatives of the main 
international missions in Kosovo. The 
group also travelled to Gracanica 
where they met members of the new 
Serbian municipality created after 
local elections last November.
The Spaniards were surprised to find 
out that Romania, Slovakia, Russia, 
Greece, and China have established 
diplomatic representations in 
Prishtina and a number of them have 
developed positive cooperation with 
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actors of Kosovo society, including 
government. 

“Having lunched in Prishtina with the 
Greek and Slovakian ambassadors, 
and having seen how their countries 
are present in Kosovo and committed 
to its future - though they have not 
endorsed the unilateral declaration 
of independence - I believe I saw 
the difference between two kinds 
of diplomacy. One is oriented 
toward solving people's problems 
and contributing to the stability 
of a region, while the other kind 
(Spain's) stays deliberately aloof 
from a crucial area, and which, two 
years later, still concerns itself with 
theoretical quibbles and far-fetched 
comparisons with Spain's internal 
regional nationalisms.” 

Besides meeting leaders of civil 
society, media, parliament, 
government, and business 
community, a number of delegation 
members talked to Kosovar students 
and wider NGO and diplomatic 
community in a lecture and open 
discussion respectively. The latter 
explored the Spanish Foreign Policy 
during the Presidency of the EU 
and its Impact on Kosovo's Path 
to EU Integration.  This delegation 
consisted of:  Jesus Lopez Medel 
(Lecturer in Administrative Law. 
Member of the Royal Academy 
of Jurisprudence and Law, and 
former member of the Popular 
Party), Aitor Esteban Bravo 
(Basque Nationalist Party, Member 
of Parliament, Spokesperson on 
Foreign Affairs Committee), Jordi 
Xucla i Costa (Member of Parliament, 
Spokesperson, Convergence and 
Union Catalan Party), Jose Igancio 
Torreblanca (Madrid Director of 
European Council on Foreign 
Relations), and Roger Pi de Cabanyes 
Montané (Agencia Senado).

Delegation from Serbia 
visits Kosovo (13-16 
October 2010)

A large delegation, consisting of 
highly reputed representatives from 
Serbia’s civil society and cultural 
life paid a two day visit to Kosovo. 
The broad and diverse program 
prepared for this occasion served 
the delegation to create a new 
understanding about the reality 
in Kosovo and create a ground 
for a civil dialogue between the 
two societies. For the first time 
in post-war Kosovo, Serbs and 
Kosovars talked over a public 
dialogue, broadcast live on the 
national television, about the 
necessity to start a dialogue towards 
development of new relations and 
improvement of lives for the citizens, 
and in particularly of the Kosovar 
Serbs. 

Lobbying activities 
(continuously)
 
In May 2010, Veton Surroi, Ilir Deda, 
and Luan Shllaku discussed with 
the audience in Madrid the Kosovo’s 
relation to overall advancement 
of the Western Balkans countries 
towards the European Union 
membership.  Mr. Surroi discussed 
Kosovo’s state-building process, 
the problems that challenge it. Mr. 
Shllaku emphasized how much the 
isolation that followed the declaration 
of independence obstructs that very 
European member state-building 
process. Richard Youngs, director 
general of FRIDE, and José Ignacio 
Torreblanca, director of ECFR in 
Madrid, were also present in the 
event, in addition to a select group 
of experts, politicians and specialized 
journalists. The event was hosted 
by FRIDE, a European think tank 
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for global action, based in Madrid. 
During the visit, the team discussed 
the matters with a number of 
government representatives, as well. 
Following the decision of the 
International Court of Justice, few 
visits to Athens and Thessaloniki 
served to discuss the relation 
between Greece and Kosova, its 
impact on Kosovo’s Europeanization 
process, the upcoming dialogue for 
normalization of relations with Serbia 
and the necessity to support Kosovo 
through international financial 
institutions. Veton Surroi, Venera 
Hajrullahu, Agron Bajrami, and Ylli 
Hoxha participated these visits. 
In Paris, Veton Surroi and Ylli 
Hoxha met with the Foreign Minister 
Bernard Kouchner. Kosovo after 
ICJ and normalization platform 
were most discussed matters. In 
this occasion, Mr. Surroi spoke to 
the students of political science 
and at the International Center for 
International Studies. 

Over summer, Mr. Surroi met with 
Mr. Marti Ahtisaari and Mr. Albert 
Rohan to discuss Kosovo’s European 
future in light of Kosovo’s relations 
with Serbia. 

In September 2010, Mr. Surroi 
visited London. In Chatham House 
he talked on "Kosovo, Serbia and 
the long path to Europe." The same 
concerns, on the long road ahead for 
Kosovo and Serbia to normalize their 
relations, were raised during the 
meeting with Joanna Hanson from 
Foreign and Commonwealth Office. 

Veton Surroi, Luan Shllaku, and 
Venera Hajrullahu, in November 
2010 met with Mr. Robert Cooper, 
the Director-General for External and 
Politico-Military Affairs at the General 
Secretariat of the Council of the 
European Union.  They stressed the 
importance of anchoring the dialogue 
between Kosovo and Serbia within 

the European enlargement process 
and how strategic and necessary is 
the European Union’s support for its 
success. 

To lobby the support for the same 
process from the government of the 
United States, Mr. Surroi travelled 
to Washington, DC and New York in 
December 2010 to meet with the 
Deputy Assistant Secretary Thomas 
Countryman and former special 
envoy to Kosovo Mr. Frank Wisner.  

Athens: So Close So Far 
– Highly Reputed Greek 
Opinion-Makers Visit 
Kosovo (April 2010)

A delegation of representatives of 
the civil society from Athens stayed 
in Kosovo between the 22 and 25 
April 2010 in order to be acquainted 
with developments in Kosovo 
especially after the declaration of 
independence of Kosovo. Part of 
the delegation from Greece were: 
Dr. Ioannis Armakolas, Director 
for research in the joint project of 
the “Hellenic Center for European 
Studies” (EKEM) and the “Center for 
Strategic and International Studies” 
(CSIS): “US-Greece Task Force: 
Transforming the Balkans”; Dr. Jens 
Bastian, Associate/Researcher in the 
“Hellenic Foundation for European 
and Foreign Policy” (ELIAMEP); Mrs. 
Katerina Economakou, journalist, 
“Eleftherotypia”; Mr. Apostolos 
Fotiadis, correspondent, “Inter 
Press Service”;  Dr. Evangelos 
Kofos, advisor for Balkan issues in 
ELIAMEP;  Ambassador (retired) 
Alexandros Mallias, Special 
Advisor to Eliamep;  Mrs. Sofia 
Papadopoulou, Editor-in-Chief, 
“Athens News Agency” (ANA);  Mrs. 
Elizabeth Phocas, Deputy Director, 
ELIAMEP;  Mr. Filios Stangos, editor 
in the international news desk 
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in the public television NET, Mr. 
Stavros Tzimas, Editor-in-Chief, 
“Kathimerini”; Prof. Thanos Veremis, 
Athens University, Vice President, 
ELIAMEP.

The platform of 
normalization of relations 
Kosovo – Serbia

The delegation met senior political 
representatives of Kosovo, 
representatives of the civil society, 
as well as representatives of 
ethnic and religious communities 
of Kosovo. In the meetings there 
were talks about achievements 
in Kosovo from the declaration of 
independence and challenges the 
young country is facing. Focus of 
discussions were also obstructions 
caused to Kosovo by the non-
recognition of 5 EU member states, 
including Greece. The guests from 
Greece expressed their opinion 
about the reason why Greece has 
not recognized Kosovo yet and also 
provided recommendations for the 
political class in Kosovo and the 
civil society in order to go through 
to the political class and the public 
opinion in Greece. Constructive talks 
were conducted with organizers of 
the visit, the Kosovar Foundation 
for Open Society, Mr. Luan Shllaku 
and the Foreign Policy Club, Mr. 
Veton Surroi.  During their stay, 
among others the team met also the 
Ambassador Dimitris Moschopoulos, 
Head of the Greek Office in Kosovo, 
the President of Kosovo, Mr. 
Fatmir Sejdiu, the Prime Minister 
of Kosovo, Mr. Hashim Thaçi, the 
Foreign Minister, Mr. Skender Hyseni, 
Mr. Pieter Feith, International 
Civilian Representative/EU Special 
Representative, Mr. Khaldoun 
Sinno, Head of Section for political, 
economic and integration issues 
within the European Commission 

Liaison Office in Kosovo, Mr. Yves 
de Kermabon, Head of EULEX and 
Mr. Michael Giffoni, Ambassador of 
Italy in Kosovo. On the second day 
of the visit the delegation took part 
in the conference “A view to Athens” 
held on Sheshi 21 where senior 
representatives of the political and 
civil life of Kosovo took part.. Panel 
members in the conference were: Dr. 
Evangelos Kofos, who spoke about 
the history of relations between 
Greece and Kosovo, Ambassador 
Alexandros Mallias, who elaborated 
the political stand of Greece, Prof. 
Thanos Veremis, who talked about 
the perspective of  Kosovo as an 
independent country, deputy minister 
of foreign affairs Ms. Vlora Çitaku, 
who spoke the position of Kosovo 
towards Greece, MP Ardian Gjini, 
who spoke about the need to have 
communication between Kosovo and 
Greece and Ms. Venera Hajrullahu, 
who spoke about the European 
perspective of the Western Balkans. 
In the evening the delegation met 
the opposition leader Mr. Ramush 
Haradinaj.

After the completion of the process 
in ICJ, the issue of recognition of 
the status of Kosovo remains up 
to relevant countries, whereas the 
agenda will completely be dominated 
by issues of European integration. 
Like it has been said many times, 
under this umbrella Kosovo and 
Serbia may hope to advance 
relations with the EU in turn for 
normalization of relations among 
themselves.  This process will greatly 
determine the dynamics of Kosovo 
to turn into a functional state and 
consequently also the dynamics of 
integration in the European Union. 
Despite this, the announcement of 
new talks following the publication 
of the ICJ opinion seems not to 
have been taken as seriously as 
it should by the Government of 
Kosovo, which usually proves to 
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be clumsy in preparing its position 
ahead of important processes. 
Any kind of negotiation process 
for normalization of relations 
needs to have a clear definition of 
principles and conditions, which will 
determine the position of Kosovo in 
relation to issues that are subject of 
discussions.  In this context, drafting 
of the platform for normalization of 
relations seems to be an obligation 
of the civil society also, which, in 
absence of an advanced opinion 
about this issue in the institutions 
of Kosovo, should provide its 
expertise in respective areas and 
try to build wide social support in 
relation to basic ideas of the process 
of normalization of relations with 
Serbia. 

Through the project of normalization 
(and publication, as a final product) 
it was aimed to provide the 
contribution of civil society of Kosovo 
regarding the process of talks 
between Kosovo and Serbia, under 
the framework of normalization of 
relations between two countries. 
Below are provided the methods 
uses during the implementation of 
the project:

• research of the public (survey 
with 1200 respondents) on 
the issue of relations between 
Kosovo and Serbia,

• follow-up survey just before 
the publication of the Platform 
document 

• meetings and consultations 
with important international 
personalities to determine the 
position of Kosovo in relation to 
issues to  be discussed,

• focus groups with experts and 
civil society activists to analyze 
static issues,

• written analysis of static issued 
that should be raised during the 
talks (The Platform document).

KFOS and FPC have, through realized 
activities, managed to:

• carry out a range of lobbying 
meetings and consultations 
with important international 
personalities on the position 
of Kosovo and drafting of the 
Platform for normalization of 
relations – within the visits 
conducted in important capitals 
the project team met important 
personalities of the recent 
history of Kosovo (Ahtisaari, 
Ischinger, Rohan). These 
personalities were in different 
ways involved in essential 
developments pertaining to 
Kosovo, provided their opinions 
and contribution in drafting the 
Kosovar position in relation to 
the normalization process.

• conduct two comprehensive 
workshops with senior 
Government officials, leaders of 
opposition parties, diplomatic 
representatives in Kosovo. 
Both workshops managed to 
build a consensus among local 
and international actors on a 
range of issues interrelated 
to the dialogue with Serbia.  
First of all, the common stand 
regarding the dialogue was 
agreed upon, key issues to 
be discussed were identified, 
and further steps for the 
development of the platform 
were determined. 

• carry out a public opinion 
research (survey with 1200 
sample) on the issue of 
relations between Kosovo and 
Serbia, in order to test the 
mood of the citizens of Kosovo 
regarding the talks.  Results 
of the research provided quite 
valuable information and 
served as primary guideline for 
determination of state positions 
in the process of normalization. 
Moreover, public presentation 
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of a part of these results 
provoked an informed debate 
and qualitative reactions on 
essential issues to be dealt with 
during this process.

• establish three focus groups 
of experts and civil society 
activists to analyze static 
issues which are to (should) 
be discussed with Serbia. Led 
by experts engaged in drafting 
the Platform, the focus groups 
invited other experts and 
relevant policy makers and 
decision makers. As such they 
have served to validate findings 
of the research, analyses of 
experts of the project and 
ensured comprehensiveness 
in defining state position that 
became part of the Platform 
document. 

• publish an analysis on static 
issues carried out by civil 
society experts, including: 
relations Kosovo– EU, free 
trade and CEFTA and regional 
initiatives, the North of Kosovo, 
missing persons, sport, freedom 
of movement, pensions, 
reparation and cultural heritage. 
All practical issues, contained 
in the annex of the Platform 
document, were drafted by 
experts of relevant areas, 
whereas as said above, the 
process was comprehensive and 
different methods of research 
and determination of positions 
were used.

• drafting of the Platform for 
normalization of relations and 
gaining of a wider support in 
relation to the content of the 
platform– the drafting process 
of the Platform document 
was based on the principle 
of inclusiveness. To this end, 
rounds of meetings and 
discussions among relevant 
political and institutional actor 
of Kosovo were organized 

(including the international 
community) in order to ensure 
a consensus for action after 
drafting the document. One of 
the biggest successes of the 
project was the involvement 
of all political and institutional 
actors, in parallel to the 
expertise engaged by the civil 
society.

• retreat with the drafters of 
the Platform document and 
other actors (political parties 
and international institutions) 
to discuss the content of the 
Platform document and achieve 
final consensus before its 
publication.

By carrying out these activities, 
especially by drafting the 
Normalization Platform document, 
KFOS has managed: 

• to incite the Government of 
Kosovo to give the necessary 
importance to the issue of talks 
with Serbia 

• to incite the dialogue among the 
Kosovar society and institutional 
leaders to respect the will of 
citizens in these talks 

• to strengthen the position 
of Kosovo in the talks, by 
having in writing principles and 
conditions based on which there 
will be talks (The Platform)

• to promote the approach of 
“normalization of relations” 
between Kosovo and Serbia 
under the common framework 
of European integration 

The campaign for 
participation of the Serbs 
in general elections in 
Kosovo 2010

Ahead of early elections in December 
2010 and as a conclusion of 
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discussions during the Serbian delegation visit in Kosovo, the Foundation and 
the Helsinki Committee on Human Rights in Serbia carried out a campaign 
the main aim of which was to improve the situation of political representation 
of the Serbian group in Kosovo by exercising the right to vote. The project 
intended to raise the awareness of the Serb community in Albanik, Novo 
Bërdo, Graçanica and Strpce about the importance of their political 
participation and raise the awareness of decision makers and the wider 
public on Kosovo and Serbia, together with the international representatives, 
about the advantages and shortcomings of political representation of Serbs 
at the central level. 

Table of Grants: 
Grant benefactor The project title Grant’s value 

Operational The visit of Spanish delegation to 
Kosovo €  14,348.61

Nick Wood The visit of Spanish delegation to 
Kosovo €  4,115.30

Foreign Policy Club The Platform for Normalization of 
Relations Kosovo-Serbia €  30,200.00

Helsinki Committee 
for Human Right in 
Serbia

Alternative Dialogue between 
Belgrade and Priština: Towards 
substantial dialogue on technical 
matters 

€  11,963.00

Operational The visit of Serb delegation in 
Kosovo €  16,349.44

Helsinki Committee 
for Human Right in 
Serbia

The campaign for participation 
of Serbs in general elections in 
Kosovo 2010

€  19,458.00

Operational Platform for normalization € 22,633.96

Operational Lobbying activities € 29,446.73

Operational Realization of the Greek visit € 10,253.00

Other project related expenditures € 8,218.28
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Annex 1. CDF Project - List of 2010 Achievements

Requesting 
Department/
Ministry

Client Advisors & Coaches

Office of the President

Office of the 
President

H.E. Fatmir Sejdiu, 
President of 
Kosovo

Korab Sejdiu,
Diaspora Advisor

Functionalizing of the 
Communities Consultative 
Council at the President's Office;
Supported the completion of the 
first phase of the re-appointment 
of judges of the Supreme Court; 
re-appointment of the State 
Prosecutors and of the Special 
Prosecutors;
Supported the President’s 
Cabinet in the process of review 
of legislation that requires the 
President's promulgation;
Ensure that presented legislation 
conforms to the Constitution; 
Support the proper management 
and performance of the 
President's duties pursuant to the 
Constitution

Office of the Prime Minister

Prime Minister’s 
Cabinet

Lirim Grejcevci, 
Deputy Chief of 
Cabinet

Ermir Hajdini, 
Regional Advisor

Supported the OPM in resolving 
legal issues related to the 
drafting of a functional, legal 
platform which enabled Kosova’s 
membership in the WB and IMF;
Supported the drafting of the 
2010-2012 Action Plan against 
Informal Economy
Drafting of the Road Map which 
enable s unified information 
follow up with regards to the 
obligations deriving from IMF and 
WB membership
Drafting of a unified monitoring 
platform for the implementations 
of obligations derived from the 
WB and IMF membership
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Prime Minister's 
Cabinet

H.E. Hashim Thaqi, 
Prime Minister of 
Kosovo

Bekim Qollaku, 
Chief of Staff

Srdjan Sentic
National Advisor

Advise the PM on communities-
related issues and in the 
formulation and development of 
policies; 
Support the monitoring of 
communities-related legislation 
and policies advocating for 
government adherence to key 
issues such as fair share of 
financing, equal employment 
opportunities, etc.

Ertjan Cabiri,
Regional Advisor

Support to the OPM in 
monitoring the implementation 
of government decisions on EU 
integration, and ensure better 
cooperation with the Ministry for 
EU Integration.  

IT Division/OPM

Mr. Shkelzen 
Ibrahimi, Director

Driart Elshani, 
Diaspora coach

Support for the development of 
an independent IT infrastructure 
for the OPM;
Initiation of the implementation 
of the E-Cabient and data 
protection system 

Office for Good 
Governance

Mr. Habit Hajredini

Blerinda Idrizi,
Diaspora  Advisor

Drafting of the Action Plan 
for the Implementation of 
the RAE strategy 2009 – 
2015, in compliance with the 
requirements of the Roma 
Decade

Government’s 
Secretary General

Mr. Fitim Krasniqi, 
Secretary General

Haki Merovci, National 
Advisor

Support and capacity building on 
state protocol;
Complaince with Vienna 
Convention ensuring coordinated 
approach towards the accredited 
diplomats and international 
organisations in Kosova.

Deputy Prime Minister’s Cabinet

DPM’s Cabinet

Mr Hajredin Kuci, 
Deputy Prime 
Minister

Kushtrim Istrefi, 
National Advisor

Professional assistance and 
guidance to the DPM’s Cabinet 
on the Rule of Law and European 
Integration.

Ministry of Local Government Administration
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Department 
of Local 
Administration

Ms Rozafa 
Ukimeraj, Director

Enton Elezi, Regional 
Advisor

Support in drafting of individual, 
municipal, capacity assessment 
reports (30 evaluation reports); 
Support to the Head of 
Capacity Building Division 
in activities related to the 
capacity development of the 
municipalities;
Support to the Head of 
Division in drafting concept 
documents for each municipal 
competency (based on the legal 
infrastructure, best practices 
form different countries, and the 
work experience of the officials 
at municipalities), which will 
serve as base for monitoring the 
municipal development activi

Ministry of Public Administration

Department 
of Information 
Technology

Mr Isa Krasniqi, 
Director

Ardian Zajmi, 
Regional Advisor

Support to the Director and 
the team during the process of 
restructuring of the DIT as per 
recommendation of the functional 
review (as part of the MPA 
restructuring); 
Support in the management of 
infrastructure expansion projects;
Support in the management 
of data integration and access 
security, particularly linked to the 
Data Centre.

Ministry of Economy and Finance

Permanent 
Secretary’s Office

Mr Naim Baftiu, 
Permanent 
Secretaryr

Ilir Kanina,
Regional Advisor

Support in improved governance 
of the administrative procedures 
and institutional memory;
Implementation of the 
“Legislative Strategy for 2010”;
Observance and compliance of 
the obligations derived form the 
IMF and WB membership; 
Review of the ToRs of Directors 
and departments

Macroeconomic 
Unit/Minister’s 
Cabinet

Mr Selim Thacii

Nagip Skenderi, 
National Advisor

Support the Minister’s Cabinet 
and the Macro Unit in preparing 
the framework for the initiation 
of the Kosovo Development 
Strategy.
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Department of 
Property Tax

Mr. Shkelzen 
Morina

Drini Cano,
Regional advisor
l

Review of the existing Law 
on Expropriation (No. 03/L-
139, dated 26.03.2009) and 
preparing recommendations for 
its amendment;
Training for stakeholders 
involved in the expropriation 
process with a focus on legal 
procedures and relevant 
secondary legislation
; 

Skender Tullumi, 
National Advisor

Support in developing a 
monitoring system (to oversee 
the contractor) for managing the 
expropriation process;
Support and advice to the 
Director in setting up the 
Expropriation Office and plan 
the capacity development 
for the employees, including 
development of ToRs;
Support the DPT during field 
work.

Ministry of Energy and Mining

Permanent 
Secretary’s Office

Mr Hakif Jashari, 
Permanent 
Secretary

Vaso Leno, 
Diaspora Mentor

Support in implementing 
policies, strategies, 
programmes and projects for 
the energy and mining sector; 
Support in coordination of 
activities under the South-
Eastern Europe Energy Treaty, 
linked to the EPAP;

Agon Demjaha, 
Regional Advisor

Support in drafting secondary 
legislation.
Support in the design of the 
decommission process of power 
plant Kosova A;
Support in cooperation and 
coordination of national and 
international institutions for the 
decommissioning process of 
Kosova A;
Support in the promotion 
and awareness raising for 
environmental protection.. 

Kosovo Competition Commission
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Kosovo 
Competition 
Commission

Mr Osman Ejupi, 
President of the 
Commission

Lush Perpali,
Regional Advisor

Review and amendments to the 
Law on Competition 2004/36 
and its subsequent approval by 
the Assembly of Kosova;
Support in the improvement 
of administrative procedures 
for the Commission (general 
management, preparation of 
the Annual Report, expanded 
training programme/workshops 
for the business community 
on competition, methodology 
of investigation and decision 
making process, etc.). 

Assembly of Kosovo
Parliamentary 
Commission for 
Security and 
Internal Affairs

Mr Rrustem 
Mustafa, President 
of the Commission

Afrim Hoti, National 
Advisor

Capacity development and 
improvement of the efficiency 
of Commission’s work (legal 
aspect)

Parliamentary 
Commission on 
Economy, Trade 
and Industry, 
Energy, Transport 
and Telecommunic
ationsTelecommuni
cations 

Ms. Myzeje 
Selmani, President

Ibrahim Krasniqi, 
National Advisor

Support the Commission 
in reviewing and providing 
recommendations for the Draft 
Law on Mines, and the Draft Law 
on Energy;

Support the Commission 
in reviewing and providing 
recommendations for the 
Strategy for Mines, and the 
Strategy for Energy.

Parliamentary 
Commission 
for Agriculture, 
Forestry, Rural 
Development, 
Environment and 
Spatial Planning

Mr Naser Rugova, 
President

Qazim Kukalaj, 
National Advisor

Support to the Commission 
in complying with legislative 
agenda based on the Annual 
Work Plan;
Drafting of a quality legislation 
which covers forestry, 
management and preservation 
of forested areas, and protection 
of nature and biodiversity
  

Nezavisni odbor za nadzor 
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Independent 
Oversight Board

Mr Miran Zeneli, 
Executive Director

Fadil Miftari, 
National Advisor

Support in development and 
consolidation of the PR office, 
including the advancement of 
professional capacities ;
Awareness raising amongst 
the central institutions and 
administration of the IOBK, its 
work and services it provides 
(including the preparation of the 
Annual Report); 
Organising (for the first time) 
the seminar for mid and 
senior level civil servants 
(corresponding with the Civil 
Service day);
Drafting of the Regulation for 
the Internal Functioning of the 
IOB, and the Regulation for 
Complaints Procedures.

Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Rural Development

Department of 
Rural Development 
and Advisory 
Services

Mr Hysni Thaci, 
Director

Xhevat Lushi, 
National Advisor

Assist the DRDAS in defining 
of the role and responsibilities 
for the Payments Unit, in order 
to manage subventions and 
grants for agricultural and rural 
development projects;
Drafting of administrative orders 
for the implementation of the 
Law on Agriculture and Rural 
Development;
Drafting of documents 
supporting the producers of vine 
and cereals

Ministry of Internal Affairs

Permanent 
Secretary’s Office

GMr. Hajzer 
Salihuu

Syle Sefaj, National 
Advisor

Technical support in 
functionalising the new 
organisational structure and 
in implmenting the Strategic 
Development Plan for MIA. 

Besnik Vasolli, 
National Advisor

Technical support to the MIA on 
coordination, monitoring and 
reporting on the implementation 
of the Visa Liberalisation Action 
Plan, which includes capacity 
development for MIA staff; 
Support to MIA in complying 
with requirements deriving from 
the VLAP and Council of Europe.
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Ministry of Industry and Trade
Department of 
Licensing

Mr Ramadan 
Buzhala, Director

Visar Bajraktari, 
National Advisor

Support in drafting of standards, 
procedures and criteria which 
allow the licensing of producers/
refiner of crude oil/semi-crude 
and its derivates 

Ministry for European Integration

Minister’s Cabinet

Minister Besim 
Beqaj

Verena Knaus, 
International Coach

Capacity development 
support in: policy planning, 
communication, and 
management, related to 
Kosova’s EU integration process.

Independent Commission for Mines and Minerals

Legal Department

M. Selvete 
Grajcevci, Director

Robert Muharremi, 
Diaspora Advisor

Support in drafting of 
secondary legislation for the 
implementation of the Law; 
standardized legal procedures; 
Administrative capacity 
development: procedures 
for the review of requests 
and complaints for licensing 
and permits streamlined, in 
compliance with the law;
Capacity development for 
undertaking of administrative 
and penal measures.

Municipality of Prishtina

Mayor's Cabinet

Mr. Isa Mustafa, 
Mayor

Arben Gashi, 
National Advisor

Increased capacities for drafting 
the municipal statue, as well as 
increasing capacities for internal 
re-organisation that will enable 
the improvement of functional 
and administrative aspects.

Asdren Osaj,
National Advisor

Capacity development for the 
inclusion of citizens in decision-
making processes, transparency 
and public debates.

Agency for Gender Equality

CEO
Ms. Shqipe 
Krasniqi

Blerinda Idrizi,
Regional Advisor

Drafting of the Strategy for 
Economic Development and 
Integration for Kosovar women

Ombudsperson
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Director of 
Administration

Mr. Jashar Kastrati

Eridana Cano, 
Regional Advisor

Capacity development through 
improved management and 
effectiveness;
Drafting and implementation of 
policies safeguarding human rights 
in Kosova;
Support in implementation of 
the law for the functioning of the 
Ombudsperson in compliance 
with international and European 
standard.

Ministry of Labor and Social Welfare

Department of 
Social Welfare
Mr. Muhamet 
Gjocaj

Flutra Germizaj, 
National Advisor

Support in effective identification 
of cases of extreme poverty 
through information and data 
gathering;
Improvements in provision 
of social and family services, 
through preparation of internal 
reports and publication of 
information for the beneficiaries 
and municipalities;
Improved communication and 
cooperation with municipalities 
in view of decentralization of 
services

Kosova Council for Cultural Heritage
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Izvršni direktor
Executive Director

Ms. Gjejlane 
Hoxha

Silvia Cravero, 
International 
Advisor

Drafting of the Development 
Strategy for the KCCH including 
policies, strategy, programmes 
and projects for the evaluation 
and protection of cultural heritage 
in compliance with international 
standards;
Development of an nomination 
and evaluation system for the 
Cultural Heritage List, as well as 
of the List itself;
Development of an evaluation, 
approval, control, and 
implementation of policies, 
programmes and plans for 
the legal protection of cultural 
heritage, including the 
implementation of the Law on 
Special Protected Zones;
Development of a programme/
policy for the development of 
professional standards, education 
and licensing of professionals

Ministry of Environment and Spatial Planning

Department of 
Housing and 
Construction

Ms. Lirie Berisha, 
Department

Jordan Daci,
Regional Advisor

Drafting of four administrative 
orders and provision of legal 
opinion on two (derived from the 
Law on Financing Special Housing 
Programs);
Drafting of the proposal for the 
establishment of the Central 
Housing Council, including the 
regulation for its organization and 
function;
Compiling of the Index of the 
EU legislation for Housing and 
Construction
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Minorities and Roma 
Program (RAE)
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The minorities and Roma program 
has also in 2010 kept the same 
program and budgetary structure; 
this program operated through two 
different budgets and addressed the 
needs of Roma, Ashkali and Egyptian 
communities separately from other 
minority communities aiming at 
fulfilling objectives determined by 
the Foundation strategy 2009-2011:
Support the Government 
in implementing public and 
development strategies for 
integration of Roma, Ashkali and 
Egyptian communities,
Strengthening of civil society for 
avocation and monitoring, avocation 
and increase of participation in public 
life, Developing of local policies 
in multiethnic municipalities and 
regional cooperation,
Developing communities through civil 
society and support of promotion 
of cultural identity and regional 
cooperation.

The program for minorities and 
Roma has functioned without 
any substantial influence of the 
daily political developments.  This 
year continued work with non-
governmental organizations and 
a long-term cooperation was 
established, same as with new 
organizations that have enriched 
the minority civil society field.  
Organizations of minority civil society 
showed continuous tendency to 
become more specialized and an 
important factor that has influence 
on political, socio-economic, 
education, cultural, etc., movements.  

The NGOs of minority communities 
show more and more maturity and 
commitment to deal with key issues 
of their communities, showing a 
tendency of factorizing further their 
potential in order to bring positive 
changes in protecting the position 
of respective communities and their 
integration in Kosovar society.  The 
tendency of minority NGOs for 
cooperation and networking was 
especially evident in the period 
of electoral campaigns for central 
elections in Kosovo in December 
2010.  During this period, big 
number of minority NGOs, through 
cooperation, considered it right 
to influence on a bigger turnout 
of voters from their community, 
advocate to candidates of their 
political entities to commit more 
to issues that are important for 
their communities and monitor the 
elections process. 

The Program for minorities and 
Roma continued to have good 
cooperation with the Government 
of Kosovo, both at the central and 
the local level, by supporting it in 
drafting and implementing public 
and development policies for 
integration of minority communities, 
especially the Roma, Ashkali and 
Egyptian communities.  The closest 
cooperation was with the Office for 
Good Governance within the Office 
of the Prime Minister with which the 
Foundation has been cooperating 
since 2006 when drafting of the 
Strategy for Integration of RAE 
Communities started, continuing 

Minorities and Roma 
Program (RAE)
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cooperation with the support 
provided to drafting of the Action 
Plan for implementation of this 
strategy. 

Regarding the implementation of the 
strategy the Foundation has secured 
1,5 million €, 0.5 million € out of 
which as special grant provided by 
Mr. Soros and 1.0 million € from 
the European Commission Liaison 
Office in Kosovo (ECLO).  At the local 
level, the Foundation has assisted 
5 municipalities: Gjakova, Ferizaj, 
Fushë Kosova, Mitrovica and Prizren 
in drafting municipal plans for 
implementation of the RAE Strategy, 
thus creating a good institutional 
foundation for the implementation of 
RAE Strategy.   
  
In 2010, the foundation continued 
to have very good cooperation 
with all representatives of ethnic 
communities, political and civil 
ones.  Below was provided a detailed 
overview of realized projects, divided 
according to the strategic goal, as 
well as a list of grants allocated to all 
entities we have worked with.
During 2010 too, the Minorities and 
Roma Program enjoyed successful 
cooperation with the programs of 
the network, especially with Roma 
Initiative of the OSI Budapest, 
in advocating initiatives and 
empowering young people. 

The Roma Program (RAE)
Strategic Goals 

The Roma (RAE) program aimed at 
increasing the level of integration 
and advance the overall position of 
these communities in the Kosovar 
society by creating an institutional 
basis to solve and address the needs 
of RAE communities, strengthen civil 
society to advocate and monitor, 
as well as advance the education 
level and promote cultural identity. 

Strategic objectives of the Roma 
program were:

• To support the Government 
in implementing public and 
development policies for 
integration of Roma, Ashkali 
and Egyptian communities,

• To strengthen the civil society 
for avocation and monitoring, 
avocation and increase of 
participation in public life,

• To develop communities 
through civil society and 
support promotion of cultural 
identity.

Objective 1: Provision of support 
to the Government to implement 
public and development policies for 
integration of Roma, Ashkali and 
Egyptian communities 
The Foundation is meeting objective 
1 through two projects: (1) Support 
for implementation of the Kosovo 
Government strategy for integration 
of RAE communities-a project funded 
by a special grant provided by Mr. 
Soros and (2) The EU support for 
implementation of the strategy for 
RAE communities funded by the 
European Commission Liaison Office 
in Kosovo.     

In 2006, the Government of Kosovo 
started the process of drafting the 
“Strategy for Integration of Roma, 
Ashkali and Egyptian communities 
2009-2015” which was adopted 
in December 2008. After this, the 
Government started drafting the 
“Action Plan for Implementation of 
the Strategy for Integration of Roma, 
Ashkali and Egyptian communities 
2009-2015”, which was approved in 
December 2009, and at the same 
time urged local and international 
partners to join the efforts to 
improve the life of Roma, Ashkali and 
Egyptian communities and facilitate 
their integration in the Kosovar 
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society. The Kosovo Foundation for 
Open Society provided expertise 
and funds for both processes that 
were started in cooperation with 
the Government of Kosovo and now 
continues to be one of the main 
partners of the Government in 
implementing this strategy. 
To this end, the Foundation secured 
funds from two sources. The 
commitment of Mr. Soros in the 
donors’ conference for Kosovo, held 
in 2008 in Brussels, to support the 
implementation of the strategy of 
the Kosovo Government for the 
integration of the RAE communities 
with an amount of 0.5 mil € drew 
the commitment of the European 
Commission to allocate 1.0 mil. € for 
the same purpose. This agreement 
between Mr. Soros and Mr. Rehn 
later became operational in Kosovo 
between the Foundation and the 
European Commission Liaison 
Office in Kosovo.  Both projects 
are operational now and their 
implementation is ongoing. 
Support to the implementation of 
Kosovo Government Strategy for RAE 
community integration (G.S Funds)
This  three years project, supported 
by funds allocated by Mr. Soros at 
Donors` Conference in the beginning 
of 2009 aims at improvement of 
social and economic position for 
RAE community members through 
establishment of an institutional 
basis to address to their needs for 
a more significant integration to 
Kosovo society. 

In year I in 2009, the project 
made the necessary infrastructure 
for its successful implementation. 
During this preparatory year 
assessment and identification of 
the municipalities to run the project 
have been conducted. Several 
brainstorming meetings were held 
with the representatives of  RAE, 
central and local government to 
set the priorities and the scope of 

the project, two studies have been 
completed in order to offer a clear 
picture of the social and economical 
position of the communities and their 
current local and central capacities 
community representatives in 
implementing RAE strategy; 
implementation of pilot projects for 
three municipalities on advancing the 
RAE community position in health 
sector and social issues. 
In its diverse capacities, the 
project is being implemented in 9 
municipalities in total: (1) Gjakovë, 
(2) Graçanicë, (3) Ferizaj,  (4) Fushë 
Kosovë, (5) Mitrovicë, (6) Istog, (7) 
Lipjan, (8) Pejë, and (9) Prizren. 
During 2010, having set the 
necessary infrastructure for the 
implementation of the project, the 
objectives set was as follows:

1. RAE community youth 
empowerment in undertaking 
active role in the society;

2. Advancing RAE community 
social and health position

3. Enhancing cooperation between 
RAE community representatives 
and the local government; 

Title of the 
project Grant The 

Sum

Project 
coordination Operational 33 

599,35

Objective 1: RAE community youth 
empowerment in undertaking a more 
active role in the society
Youth empowerment through 
language learning courses, 
IT courses, practical work in 
implementing mini projects, 
increasing awareness for civic 
activism is a must having in mund 
the needs to identify their potentials 
as future leaders. Focusing on RAE 
community youth, the Foundation 
aims at their capacity building to 
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provide  for the potential of future 
young leaders and a new model for 
the young people of the community 
to improve their position in Kosovo 
society. 

A lot of work has been done in this 
area in many municipalities based 
on the needs of communities.  In 
this view, projects  which directly 
identifies and worked with youth in 
drafting project proposals, project 
implementation, reporting and 
donors cooperation have been 
supported. 

The was piloting in including returns 
children from Monte Negro in the 
Municipality of Istog to enable 
them inclusion in regular learning 
process. In this view Albanian 
lessons were provided and much 
works to build self-confidence. Other 
need was to include young adults 
who  were neither employed not 
educated. Such a project has been 
implemented in Community Center 
in Gracanica/Graçanicë with a group 
of young people through IT and 
language courses, sports activities 
and discussion clubs, free activities 
such as  to watch movies has been 
encouraged in getting to have active 
role in the society and undertake 
initiatives to improve their position 
and the position of their community 
in general in Kosovo society.

Summer Schools for RAE 
community youth

Due to the fact that it is education 
one of the most vulnerable areas for 
RAE communities that situates them 
in disfavoured  social position, the 
Foundation has organized a Summer 
school with the aim to enhance the 
knowledge of the RAE students from 
five Kosovo municipalities in several 
areas. The identification of students 

group ages 14-18 years was 
conducted in cooperation with the 
respective Directorates of Education 
in five municipalities where these 
young people attend.  

A total of 56 young students have 
participated in Durres from 02-
09 July 2010 in the intensive 
training at Kart Popper debate on 
the importance of civic initiatives, 
volunteering, project implementation 
and artistic expression through 
photography. All these activities were 
associated with extra free activities 
enabling the young people of 
different municipalities to establish 
contacts and exchange information 
with each other. Teaching staff from 
the communities were also involved 
in order to advance the capacities for 
their daily work.  

Following up to Summer School, 
the Foundation in cooperation with 
the Initiative for Progress gathered 
the participants of Summer School 
in a two days training where 
the participants enhanced their 
capacities in project drafting and 
management.  In frame of this 
project, all participants were tasked 
with working out a mini project that 
corresponds to an objective of the 
RAE Strategy and implementing it 
with the youth from their respective 
municipalities. This time the 
dedication of these youngsters was 
to work in the field of education, 
raising awareness and needs for 
education, and pratically it was 
the youth themselves working in 
accomplishing this goal. 
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Objective 2: Improving social 
welfare and health conditions for RAE 
community 

Aiming at overall improvement of 
situation for RAE community in 
terms of health and social services 
and based on the experiences 
of regional countries, especially 
those of Romania and Bulgaria, the 
Foundation undertook the initiative 
of establishing the model of social 
and health arbitrary. The model 
aims at intermediating between 
the respective institutions and 
the communities to facilitate the 
services. 

This year we have completed 
the training in eight Kosovo 
municipalities in Health Arbitrary. 
The training was conducted by 
the Kosovo Association of Family 
Doctors and a total of 20 trainees 
have attended. In addition to 
training of mediators in five Kosovo 
municipalities, the monitoring of 
mediators from three municipalities 
where the training had been 
completed earlier was done and 
whose work has started since last 
year. 

In the frame of this initiative the 
first workshop was held on 24-26 
June 2010 with the participation of: 

5 potential social/health mediators 
from five municipalities, three 
health/social mediators from the 
previous three municipalities, heads 
of community centers through which 
the initiative shall be implemented, 
directors of Family Medicine Centers 
as well as the respective directors of 
municipal health/social  directorates. 
The workshop was divided into three 
components: (1) introduction to the 
work of the mediators in the three 
pilot centers in the municipalities 
of Prizren/Prizreni, Gjakova/
Djakovica and Ferizajit/Urosevac, 
who presented the current project 
results achieved, (2) building a 
successful model of social/health 
intermediatos and (3) methodology 
of community needs assessment 
and the assessment techniques. The 
first part of the workshop was lead 
by the Kosovo Association of Family 
Doctors, whereas the second part by 
mr. Mihallaq Qirjo, trainer. 

After the first workshop, a round of 
four training has been conducted 
by social/health Mediators who 
where also tasked with the duties 
related to the Intermediation 
Project consistently supported and 
monitored by the doctors from KAFD.
With the purpose of including all 
relevant institutions to ensure 
sustainability of this initiative, the 

Table of grants
Title of the project Grant The Sum

Leadership training and work OJQ  Vizioni 02 470

Youth in action
OJQ Romane 
Djuvla ko 
Angluno Veko

4 260

Albanian language course for children 
returning to Kosovo OJQ Vizioni 02 1 300

Summer School for young communities  
RAE to 5 municipalities Operacional 21 496,13

Training of Youth in Boge Initiative for 
Progress 6 130,00
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Foundation and KAFD organized 
regular meetings with doctors from 
the main Family Medicine Centers 
and the municipal departments 
for health and social issues in all 
municipalities involved in the project 
e.g Prizren/Prizreni, Gjakova/
Djakovica, Peja/Pec, Ferizaj/
Urosevac, Mitrovica, Istog/u, 
Graçanica, Lipjan/Lipljane. The terms 
of reference were drafted by KAFD 
whereas full support was ensured 
by Family Medicine Centers and 
municipal departments for health 
and social issues in order to further 
implement the project. 
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Table of grants

Title of the project Grant The Sum

Training for building successful mediation 
model health in 8 municipalities of 
Kosovo

Association of Family 
Physicians 7 140

Workshop on building a successful model 
for healthcare mediation Operacional 23 

002,48

Support for health /social mediation in 
Prizren municipality Iniciativa 6 5 484, 24

Support for health /social mediation in  
Gjakova municipality

Bethany Christian 
Services 3 588,24

Support for health /social mediation in 
Ferizaj municipality

NGO Gëzimi ynë rinor 
Our enjoyment Youth 
NGOs

 2 991,18

Support for health /social mediation in 
Prizren municipality Initiative 6 1 734,12

Support for health /social mediation in 
Gjakova municipality

Bethany Christian 
Services 1 73412

Support for health /social mediation the 
municipality of Gracanica

NGO  Romane Djuvla ko 
Angluno Veko 1 734,12

Support for health /social mediation the 
municipality of Ljipjani NGO  Ashkani 1 734,12

Support for health /social mediation in 
the municipality of Peja NGO  Shtatë Shtatori 1 734,12

Support for health /social mediation in 
the municipality of Istok NGO Vizioni 02 1 734,12

Support for health /social mediation in 
Mitrovica municipality

Roma and Ashkali 
Documentation Centre 1 734,12

Support for health /social mediation in 
Ferizaj Municipality NGO Gëzimi ynë rinor 1 734,12
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Objective 3: Improving cooperation 
between RAE community members 
and the local government
Through project for support to the 
implementation of the Strategy for 
Integration of RAE community Local 
Action Plans have been drafted with 
the purpose to “translate” Municipal 
obligations at local level to further 
facilitate the implementation of 
objectives and monitoring. So 
far Local Action Plans have been 
implemented in Fushë Kosovë/
Kosovo Polje,  Ferizaj/Urosevac, 
Gjakovë/Djakovica and Prizren. 
In 2010, the Local Action Plan for 
Mitrovica has been implemented. 
KFOS assisted in function of the new 
Social Center in Dubrava were a 
larg number of Ashkali community 
members live. Municipality of Ferizaj/
Urosevac has directly supported 
the Center and has also been 
involved in other activities run by 
the Center. Due to this, KFOS has 
cooperated with Caritas–Kosova 
and the municipality of Ferizaj/
Urosevac to assist in functioning of 
the Center so that the communities 
of Dubrava enjoy free access 
to courses, computer lessons, 
debates and Ambulance based in 
this center. Municipality of Ferizaj/
Urosevac assisting in the work of 
the Ambulance. Participating young 
people got involved in technical and 
organizational flow of the above 
mentioned courses. 
 

Table of grants
Title of the project Grant The 

Sum

Draft Local Action 
Plan in Mitrovica 
municipality

Community 
Building 
Mitrovica

9 990

Functioning 
of social and 
educational 
center in Dubrava 
Communities

Caritas - 
Kosova 16 183

(2) EU support in 
implementing the Strategy 
for RAE communities RAE-
EU SIMRAES

EU support to the project for the 
implementation of the Strategy 
for RAE community-SIMRAES was 
drafted through a participatory 
process with the participation 
of the relevant ministries, 
municipal representatives and the 
representatives from Roma, Ashkali 
and Egypian communities. The 
project is in full synergy with KFOS 
project implemented through funds 
allocated by Mr. George Soros in 
value of 0.5 million €
EU support to the project for the 
implementation of the Strategy 
for RAE community is a project 
implemented by the Foundation and 
funded by European Commission 
Liaison Office in Kosovo. The contract 
with the European Commission 
Liaison Office in Kosovo (ECLO) 
in value of 1.0 mil € was signed 
on 26 of July 2010, whereas the 
implementation period is two years, 
from September 1, 2010 to August 
31, 2012. This project address 
two of the intervention areas 
envisaged by the Action Plan for 
the Implementation of the Strategy 



 65

for RAE community: (1) education, 
and (2) Culture and Media. The 
project partner in education area is 
Kosovo Education Center, Foundation  
spin off, and the organization 
with the relevant expertise for 
the implementation of this kind of 
project; whereas the component of 
Culture and Media is implemented 
by the Foundation itself, 
respectively through sub-contracting 
organizations in certain areas. After 
having the project approved and 
the contract signed, the Foundation 
authorized the project manager, the 
coordinator for Culture and Media 
component and the project assistant, 
whereas on the other hand Kosovo 
Education Center authorized the 
coordinator for Education Component 
and his assistant. 

Kosovo Foundation for Open Society 
in cooperation and agreement 
with the Advisory Office for Good 
Governance and the Office for 
communities` issues selected 
(6) Roma, Ashkali and Egyption 
Community Centers in five (5) 
Kosovo municipalities in:  (1) Ferizaj/
Urosevac, (2) Gjakovë/Djakovica, 
(3) Gračanica/Gracanice, (4) 
Mitrovicë/a, and (5) Prizren. The 
project EU-SIMRAES shall establish 
and support six learning centers 
in these five municipalities and 
facilitate the participation of around 
1,100 children form the beneficiary 
communities in four study programs 
focused on children: 
Pre-school preparatory program, 
assistance in home works, support 
kit and other youth acitivities. 
In each municipality the Foundation 
has selected local partners for the 
implementation of the projects in 
respective municipalities; below 
is the list of partners in five 
municipalities:

1. Gjakovë-Bethany Christian 
Service,

2. Graçanicë-Balkan Sunflower 
Kosova,

3. Ferizaj-Caritas Kosova,
4. Mitrovicë-Roma and Ashkali 

Documentation Center,
5. Prizren- Iniciativa 6 dhe 

Durmish Aslano. 

In its first trimester, the project is in 
“inception” phase which in terms of 
European Commission it means it is 
preparatory phase where the basis 
for implementation is set and/or 
potential changes occur, agreements 
with partners are signed, project 
infrastructure is prepared etc. In lieu 
with this, the report is drafted to be 
approved by European Commission. 
The foundation prepared and 
submitted the report to EC, and the 
approval is due in January 2011, 
before the concrete activities begin. 
Meanwhile the Foundation (1) 
has reached agreements of 
cooperation with five municipalities 
involved in the project and other 
learning centres, and after the 
implementation (2) it has ensured 
and prepared the community 
centres through which the project 
implementation runs (3) gathered 
quality and quantity data about 
project beneficiaries in order to 
establish the basis for planning and 
evaluation of performance during/
after project implementation (4) 
assessing the needs for equipment 
and refurbishment of centres, (5) 
preparation and planning for Year 
I activities, (6) informing project 
stake holders, (7) establish links to 
local and international organizations 
implementing EC projects in seminal 
fields and where the beneficiaries 
are RAE community members to 
ensure cooperation and avoid activity 
overlapping, (8) potential partners 
for the envisaged activities in culture 
and media component are identified 
(9) contacts and agreement with RTK 
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was reached to ensure institutional 
support for primarily media 
component as well as other project 
activities.            
          

Table of grants
Title of the 
project Grant The 

Sum

EU Education 
SIMRAES-
component, 
the first year

KEC 308 
260

Finalization of 
the project EU-
SIMRAES

Dukagjin 
Pupovci 900

Consultancy 
in designing 
the inception 
report for 
the Culture 
component

Jeton 
Neziraj 700

Objective 2: Advocating and 
capacity building of civil society of 
RAE community in advocating and 
monitoring of public policies. 
Difficulties RAE community members 
face are numerous; different from 
the similar communities in the 
region and Europe, they in addition 
to problems related to the low 
education level, lack of personal 
documents, extreme poverty etc. 
they also face forced return to the 
country from western countries. The 
decision of some western countries 
to repatriate tens of thousands 
members of RAE community who 
did not get the permits to stay 
only worsens their positions in 
Kosovo. The consequences of 
unplanned repatriation that lacks any 
agreement hardens the conditions 
for already poor families and 
create potentials for subsequent 
illegal immigration of returns and 
increase the number of people living 
in camps. Rarely the returns that 
have no family or shelter end up in 

two still open camps in the North. 
Another more alarming problem is 
that only 16 % of the returnee’s 
children attend regular classes, due 
to language barriers as most of them 
are either born or raised in western 
countries and the only language they 
speak is the language of the country 
they come from.

Roma, Ashkali and Egyptian 
community civil society continues 
to be active and present in Kosovo 
scene, but their capacities remain 
insufficient to address major issues 
faced by the communities such as 
forced repatriation or membership 
of Kosovo in international structures 
such as the Decade of Roma 
Inclusion 2005-2015. Building 
capacities of community civil society 
organizations remains one of the 
permanent challenges of Roma 
programme. 
The Foundation
 has during 2009 been active in 
two directions: (1) advocating for 
emergent issues faced by RAE 
community members though the 
responsibilities lies with Kosovo 
Government and the international 
factor such as: membership to 
Decade of Roma Inclusion 2005-
2015, interim freezing or slowing 
down the process of repatriation as 
well as allocation of funds for the 
implementation of RAE Strategy, and 
(2) in building civil society capacities 
to advocate and watchdog public 
policies. 

Bearing in mind that RAE civil society 
organizations have not sufficiently 
build their capacities for advocating 
and monitoring, the Foundation 
has decided on the activity on two 
directions, (1) advocating initiatives 
at international level on issues 
such as: membership to Decade 
of Roma Inclusion 2005-2015 
and forced repatriation from the 
western countries. Related to these 
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two matters, the Foundation has 
implemented operational projects 
from within the Foundation with the 
inclusion of communities, and  (2) 
building RAE civil society capacities 
for monitoring and advocating at 
local level; providing grants for 
projects designed and directed by 
the Program. 

Advocacy Initiatives at 
International Level

Forced repatriation of RAE 
community members

In frame of the operational project 
on advocating in international 
centers and in Prishtina on issues 
of interest for RAE community, the 
Foundation has for 2010, decided 
to address to the major problems 
emerging from forced repatriation of 
RAE community members from EU 
countries. 

In order to provide for a strong 
advocating basis, the Foundation 
has exhausted all its capacities, 
e.g: (1) studying the problems of 
RAE community in Kosovo, and 
published its results in the book 
“RAE in Kosovo”,  used by many 
local and international organizations 
during the year, (2) supported 
RAE civil society organization to 
monitor the process of return by 
following closely to the fate of those 
returned in Kosovo, (3) organizing 
debates roundtables to present the 
findings by using the Forum 2015 
platform,  (4) begun with screening 
a documentary reflecting on the 
issue of return, which is being shot 
in Germany and Kosovo, introducing 
the fate of those RAE families 
when repatriated unwillingly. The 
documentary will be completed in 
February 2011 and it is expected 
that together with UNICEF who have 

also conducted similar studies in 
2010 to advocate in Brussels s and 
other European centers which are 
seen as more problematic such as 
Germany and Switzerland.

Kosovo’s Membership in the 
Decade of Roma Inclusion 2005-
2015

The Foundation has during 2010 
continued to advocate in integrating 
Kosovo to the Decade of Roma 
Inclusion. With this purpose we 
have completed a fruitful visit to 
Budapest, with Kosovo authorities 
represented by the Minister from the 
Ministry of Returns, the Director of 
the Office of Good Governance and 
the Office for Communities, staff of 
Roma Program, where we met with 
the relevant authorities responsible 
for the administration of the Decade, 
its secretariat, the Minister of Labor 
and Social Welfare, responsible for 
the Decade of Roma Inclusion 2005-
2015 in Hungarian Government. The 
visit resulted in a greater dedication 
of the Secretariat of the Decade to 
pave the way for Kosovo to join this 
important structure that aims are 
improvement of the social position of 
Roma in Europe and establish links 
between Kosovo Government and 
the Decade`s presidency in turn, 
Czech Government. As follow up to 
this initiative, a Kosovo delegation 
was invited in the meeting of the 
International Steering Committee of 
the Decade of Roma, held in Prague 
in October 2010, where Kosovo 
attended the meeting as an observer. 

Development of Roma, Ashkali 
and Egyptian community civil 
society 

The project started in 2008 in 
cooperation with Roma Initiatives 
of OSI Budapest that continued in 
2009 and 2010. The goal of this 
project is raising capacities of civil 
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society to advocate and monitor the 
public policies as well as enhance the 
participation of these communities 
in public life. The first workshop held 
in 2008 set a good basis to further 
advance the capacities for RAE civil 
society organization. The participants 
in this workshop were informed 
with the models, opportunities 
and examples of self-organization, 
advocating means and partnership/
communication with the government. 
During 2010, the Foundation 
continued to support RAE community 
NGOs to achieve the following 
objectives:

• To establish powerful 
advocating and monitoring 
structures at municipal level 
for the implementation of RAE 
Strategy, laws, regulations etc. 
that have an impact on the 
welfare of Roma, Ashkali and 
Egyptian communities. 

• To advocate the drafting of 
development policies at central 
and local level as well as their 
implementation in order to 
improve the communication 
and addressing vital issues of 
interest for RAE communities. 

• To enhance the activism of RAE 
civil society in protecting the 
rights of Roma, Ashkali and 
Egyptian community members.  

The Foundation has through this 
project supported the formation 
of monitoring groups/coalitions in 
three municipalities that implement 
the project in support to the 
implementation of Government RAE 
Strategy: (1) Gjakovë/Djakovica, 
(2) Ferizaj/Urosevac, and (3) 
Prizren/i, while other municipalities 
are planned for next year. In 
order to empower these groups, 
the Foundation has supported  
experienced and expertise 
organizations for monitoring and 
advocating by using the methodology 

“learning by doing” which has so far 
shown tangible results. These groups 
are already established and they 
operate in their municipalities and 
other responsible offices by having 
regular contacts with the Offices for 
Return and Communities as well as 
other responsible municipal offices 
for the implementation of RAE 
Strategy.

They also organize periodical 
three months meeting/roundtables 
to discuss the achievements or 
failings in the implementation of the 
Strategy and issue recommendation 
on how to proceed further.   
In September 2010, the Foundation 
in cooperation in NGO Iniciativa 
6 organized another workshop in 
drafting public policies, monitoring 
and advocating which gathered 
representatives of 30 NGOs from 
ten municipalities with significant 
numbers of RAE population where 
the RAE Strategy began. 
The Foundation`s support enabled 
implementation of several projects 
aiming at mobilizing NGOs on 
important current matters such as 
early central elections of December 
2010
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Table of grants
Title of the project Grant The 

Sum

Increase citizen participation of RAE 
communities in decision-making - RAE in 
Gjakova-Monitoring and Advocating for 
the implementation of RAE Strategy 

Forum for 
Democratic 
Initiatives

9 980

Increase citizen participation in decision-
making RAE in the municipality of 
Prizren-Monitoring and Advocacy for 
implementation of the Strategy RAE

Center for Ethnic 
Community 
Integration

10 000

Increase citizen participation of RAE 
communities in decision-making in the 
municipality of Ferizaj-Monitoring and 
Advocacy for implementation of the 
Strategy RAE

Initiative for 
Progress 8 960

Debate on the radio for emergency center 
elections 2010

Radio Romano 
Avazo 7 820

RAE awareness related with the 
extraordinary election- central 2010 Action Initiative 1 500

Assessment of the social status of RAE 
returnees from countries of the EU-
monitoring of the reintegration process

Council for the 
Human Protection 
of Rights and 
Freedoms

9 850

Consultancy in designing and editing the 
report on the repatriation of RAE from EU 
countries: Repatriation without liability

Blerinda Idrizi 4 150

Production of documentary film on the 
repatriation from the countries of EU Romedia 27 000



 7
0

A
n

n
u

a
l 
R

e
p

o
rt

 2
0

1
0

Objective 3:  Building communities 
through civil society and support 
to promoting cultural identity and 
regional cooperation.

Improving the education level 
and supporting RAE media and 
culture are longterm goals of the 
Foundation. The low education level 
is one of the main reasons for the 
lack of powerful RAE participation 
in public life. One of the most 
effective ways proved to be the 
work of NGOs in raising awareness 
among parents on the importance of 
children education and the support 
to children attending regular schools 
with extra classes on subjects they 
faced difficulties. It has also been 
proved that attending pre-school 
educational institutions helps in full 
time education.  

Summer programs for regular 
attendees of education centers and 
their staff have advanced the work 
of learning centers. The Foundation 
has continued its support for this 
year too for the organization Balkan 
Sunflowers Kosova in organizing a 
summer school where more than 100 
students and 37 facilitators attended 
along with instructors and assistants 
from four learing centers in Plemetin, 
Fushë Kosovë/Kosovo Polje, Shtime/
Stimlje and Graçanicë.  

The Foundation has continued to 
support the radio station Romano 
Avazo in Prizren, as the only radio 
station in Kosovo with 24 h program 
in Roma language prepared by 
Roma journalists. The Foundation 
has supported the radio for the 
sake of the importance media 
play in regard to information for 
minority communities. We have 
also supported the single monthly 
magazine in Roma language 
“Yekhipe”. In the area of culture, 
the Foundation supported the single 
theater Roma and the translation of 

Barack Obama`s book “Courage to 
Hope” in Roma language.   
In 2010 an exchange culture 
program is implemented between 
Kosovo, Germany and France was 
held in Gjilan/Gnjilane. This initiative 
gathered 24 active participas who 
produced through these workshops 
two documentary movies and an 
alternative theatre play, with the 
assistance of Roma director from 
Macedonia. 

International Roma Day in Kosovo 
was signed with large number of 
activities held in Prishtina and other 
municipalities. The Foundation has 
established cooperation with the 
Office of Prime Minister for Minority 
Issues that supported 5 smaller 
projects in the municipalities of 
Graçanica, Kamenica, Priluzhje, 
Prizren and Prishtina. With the 
support of Foundation in Prishtina, 
this Day was signed with an 
organization of a roundtable debate 
to discuss the socio-economic 
situation of RAE community and 
organization of a concert of Roma 
Octet who performed old roma 
songs. The famous Roma singer 
Esma Rexhepova from Macedonia 
also performed in this concert for the 
first time  since 1999
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Table of grants
Title of the project Grant The 

Sum

Eradicating illiteracy among RAE 
communities in the municipality of 
Gjakovica

Prosperity 720

Support students of  RAE 
communities in the municipality of 
Podujevo

New Alternative Llapi 1 200

Zëri i Romëve / Roma Voice Future Without Fear 7 500

Summer program for learning 
-network learning centers Balkan Sunflowers 8 540

Magazine in  Rome language Yekhipe Sakuntala 5 000

Drama in Roma language, Jivdipasko 
Phiripe Sakuntala 3 000

Drama na romskom jeziku  Jivdipasko 
Phiripe Durmish Aslano 5 000

Bahtalo! International Day of Roma-
Concert Urban FM 2 

467,50

Roma Days , the municipality of 
Gracanica

International Union of 
Roma 1 500

Celebrate with us Roma -Kamenica Jekhipe 500

Celebration of International Roma 
Day Prilluzhje Romano Anglunipe 500

Cultural exchange program  between 
Young Roma and Kosovo-Germany-
France

Romawood 10 
780,20
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Minority Program

Strategic goals

Minority program aimed at increasing 
the integration level and improve 
the minority position in Kosovo by 
building capacities of their respective 
civil society organizations to monitor, 
advocate, improve cooperation with 
local authorities, NGO networking 
and collaboration and supporting 
community building initiatives. 
Minority Program Strategic 

Orientations were as follows:

1. Enhancing civil society 
capacities for advocating 
and monitoring as well as 
improvement of participation in 
public life. 

2. Building local policies in 
multiethnic municipalities and 
improving regional cooperation,

3. Community Building through 
civil society and support to 
promoting cultural identity. 

Objective 1: Strengthening civil 
society in advocating, monitoring 
and greater participation in public life 
Capacity building for minority 
NGOs and support to think-tank 
groups remains to be main strategic 
orientations of Foundation. The 
Foundation has during the last 
years supported the establishment 
and the work of think-tank groups. 
Worth mentioning are: (1) Kosovo 
Bosnian Forum, (2) Turks` Forum, 
(3) Kosovo RAE Forum (4) Serbian 
Community Building Center. These 
think tank groups were successful 
in their mission by discussing and 
addressing the main concerns 
among themselves and the public 
in discussion forums. In addition 
to the above mentioned minority 
groups, during 2010 new civil 
society organization emerged, 
more often those coming Serb 

community, who have courageously 
addressed community related 
issues in particular, and monitored 
the performance of the newly 
established municipalities as the 
result of decentralization process,  
implementation of the law on 
employment and representation 
of minorities in public institutions, 
monitoring of the law on the use of 
languages etc. The Minority Program 
supported a number of citizen’s 
initiatives to address ad hoc specific 
issues of utmost importance for 
minorities such as the early elections 
of December 2010. High results were 
scored by Bosnian community who 
established a non formal coalition 
for all municipalities with Bosnian 
communities who addressed issues 
of wide interest related to their 
representation at central level. 
In 2010, The Foundation continued 
with its yearly traditional meeting 
with the representatives of minority 
communities to discuss priority 
issues of communities and design 
relevant approaches to address the 
identified problems.  This meeting 
was held in Mavrovo on February 
1st and 2nd, 2010, where around 
90 representatives of minority civil 
society organizations participated. 
In the meeting the representatives 
of the Prime Ministry Office for 
Good Governance and the Office for 
Minority Issues were present and 
introduced their Community Support 
Program 2010. 

The Foundation’s work with Serb 
community is one of the main 
challenges of Minority Program. The 
work with civil society members 
in Mitrovica North, Gracanica and 
other parts with majority of Serb 
population had its ups and downs 
relevant to the political momentums 
and circumstances when the projects 
were being implemented. After the 
Declaration of Independence, new 
problems and challenges emerged 
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regarding this ethnic group. Serb 
community civil society has often 
had the tendency to deal with small 
municipal projects and address to 
local challenges/problems. Political 
climate and environment in the areas 
with Serb majority, especially those 
in Kosovo North, are not encouraging 
for important projects developments 
for improvement of their overall 
situation.

Nevertheless, during 2010 the 
Foundation managed to establish 
long term partnership with Serbian 
community young organizations 
and jointly implement challending 
projects of special importance for the 
integration of Serbian community in 
Kosovo society.  

Central Elections 2010 
and Bosnian Community 

This project runs through six Bosnian 
non governmental organization 
from Prizren region, Dragash and 
Peja/Pec. This coalition was headed 
by Prizren Centern for Minority 
Communities Integration which 
in addition to the organization 
of several debates with political 
bosniak parties running in the central 
elections, coordinated the work with 
other NGO partners of this project. 
The project was composed of five 
elements including: (1) debates with 
political parties, (2) motivation and 
encouragement to go for elections, 
(3) encouraging women and youth 
to play active role in elections, (4) 
information and (5) monitoring pre-
election campaigns. The project 
addressed all interest groups and 
the work between NGO partners 
was split based on their respective 
expertise.  Community Youth and 
women were involved in the project 
in order to motivate that to go out 
for elections and encourage them 
to express their concerns and play 

a more active role in addressing 
their problems accordingly.For the 
purpose of better information and 
effective spread of information 
amongst bosniak community, they 
have built the website www.info-ks.
net, which is the most visited site 
by this community. The project has 
been concluded with a roundtable 
organised in Hotel “Prishtina” on 
December 09. All segments of 
this project were disclosed and 
the appeal of the roundtable was 
directed to the community and the 
political parties to reachout to the 
Bosniak Community so that they go 
out to vote in this round of elections.
The project was well accepted in 
media, local media and RTK. 

Central elections and 
Serbian community 

A three-party coalition between 
Serbian NGO-s from Prishtina, 
Mitrovica and Graçanica was 
the result of a project aiming at 
monitoring pre-election campaigns 
in Serbian Municipalities and 
the pressure that Kosovo Serb 
community is facing by Serbian 
Government and Serbian media 
to boycot the votings for central 
elecetions December 2010. This ad 
hoc established coalition exercised 
a good coordination covering 
all Serbian municipalities where 
previously local election had been 
held. In the same time they also 
monitored electronic and prin media 
from Kosovo and Serbia to identify 
the pressures the Serb community 
in Kosovo is facing in order come 
out for elections. Based on the 
Report issued by Center for Peace 
and Tolerance in Prishtina, Serbian 
Women Network, Llaplje Selo and 
Youth Initiative from Partesh, the 
greatest pressure identified was 
coming from the paralel structures. 
The Report was made public in an 
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open roundtable organised in Media 
Center in Caglavica in the beginning 
of January 2011. The Report was 
also introduced in Voice of America 
in Serbian language. 

TV debates “Time for 
Elections”  –  Elections 
2010 – Serbian 
community

This project was implemented 
through TV “talk show” by 
introducing political parties’ 
candidates running in the Elections 
so that they clear out the dilemmas 
about going out for elections in 
Kosovo. These programs were aired 
in RTK every day starting from 
17:30, a total of seven shows. 
Programs were moderated by 
Anamari Repić. Guests in the studio 
were: Valdete Daka, Head of CEC, 
Bajram Latifi, members of CEC, 
Nedlejko Zejak, journalists for Blic, 
Jelena Nedeljković, representative 
from Women NGO, Avenija, Žarko 
Joksimović, independent journalist 
from Kosovo, Mihajlo Ščepanović, 
Srpska Narodna Stranka, Dalibor 
Jeftić, Samostalna Liberalna Stranka, 
Siniša Djorič, Jedinstvena Srpska 
Lista, Gordana Djorić, Kosovo 
Serbian Women Network, Jasmina 
Stojković. Journalist from  TV Most in 
Zveçani, Slaviša Petković, Socijalna 
Demokratska Partija, Branislav 
Grbić, Gradjanska Inicijativa, Nenad 
Maksimović, Center for Peace and 
Tolerance and many more. These 
shows were supported by Serbian 
intellectuals who stayed in Kosovo, 
thus encouraged Kosovo Serbs to go 
out for these Elections. This project 
was supported by the Foundation 
through the project Communicating 
with Europe.    

Ethnic Minorities – 
challenges, opportunities 
and obstacles for 
successful integration 

Program for Minorities and Roma in 
cooperation with the project Forumi 
2015 organised a debate roundtable 
in November on the Integration of 
ethnic minorities. The second part of 
the debate contained presentations 
and discussions of political leaders of 
four minority groups in Kosovo about 
the Elections of December 2010. 
Four researches/studies conducted 
by Serbian, Bosniak, RAE and Turk 
Community set the basis for these 
debates by choosing ethnicity related 
topics and issues that are seen as 
obstacles for a successful and quick 
integration in Kosovo society. 
The Study in Serbian Community 
addressed the issue of new Serbian 
municipalities established after 
the local elections in 2009, in 
Gracanica, Shtrpce and Partesh, 
and how satisfied the citizens 
are with the services provided by 
these municipalities; what is the 
impact of these municipalities in 
the integration and participation of 
Serbian community local institutions. 
Bosniak community presented the 
results of the Report addressing 
the issue of education in Bosniak 
language in all levels. The study 
showed that despite good results 
there are challenges that need to be 
addressed in order to ensure proper 
integration of Bosnian minority in 
Kosovo Education System. RAE 
community presented a Study 
covering a longer time period 
pointing out the problems of forced 
repatriation of RAE community 
members from EU. Turk intellectuals 
came up with lots of information 
in history about the problems they 
face in education, employment, 
information etc, all due to the fact 
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the Turkish language is not one of 
the official languages of Kosovo. 
Forum 2015 roundtable was aired 
live in public TV broadcaster RTK, 
and it was a good prelude to the 
election period where minorities 
played a crucial role. 

Kosovo Census – 
challenges, opportunities 
and obstacles for ethnic 
communities

Kosovo had no census for the last 30 
years. It is important for community 
organization to take an active role 
during the process of census in 
Kosovo, so that an exact number of 
populations are made known along 
with its structure. Lack of clarity 
about the importance of census of 
population may cause confusion and 
fear among minority communities, 
especially RAE community. 
As the census of Kosovo population, 
similar to other regional and 
European countries, is due on April 
1-15, the Foundation considers it 
necessary to mobilize minority civil 
society organizations so that they 
have an active role in this process. 
With this aim, on December 15-
16, 2010 it organized a two days 
workshop with the representatives 
of RAE and Bosniak communities. 
This workshop aimed at informing 
the participants about the census 
of population, its importance for 
Kosovo as a whole and its respective 
communities in particular and also 
plan some concrete activities for 
civil society to undertake in order to 
facilitate this process. 
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Table of grants
Title of the project Grant The Sum
Annual meeting with representatives 
of minority communities, Mavrovo, 1 
to 2 February, 2010 Operational 18 135, 

Current political momentum  in 
the Bosnian community and the 
possibilities for cooperation between 
political entities

Educator 6 000

Production of 6 TV debates on 
the Law on Employment and the 
representation of communities in 
public enterprises

Center for Civil 
Society Development 9 955

Migration of Gora  youth Youth Organizations 
Krushevo 6 500

The organization of Bosnian students Katedra Slobodnog 
Uma 4 500

Developing civil society capacities of 
the Turkish community NGO 7 500

Establish organizational structures of 
Serb Women network of Kosovo 

Kosovo Network of 
Serb women 5 000

3-story documentary films of Kosovo 
Serbs who live and work in Kosovo Link Produkcija 10 000

Use the opportunity to be 
represented-Elections 2010

Center for 
Integration of Ethnic 
Communities

6 198,50

Youth and Elections Youth Organizations 
Krushevo 2 920

2010 Elections Civil Campaign 

Chamber of the 
Congress of Bosniak 
Intellectuals of 
Kosovo

5 490

Monitoring the election campaigns of 
the Bosnian political parties

Katedra Slobodnog 
Uma 3 440

Information on pre-election 
campaigns of the Bosnian political 
parties

Agency Utilis 5 400

Women candidates in 2010 elections NGO Ozon 2 170
TV Talk Show  “Time is Now”-Elections 
2010 Link Produkcija 10 000

Vote locally-Think Globally Urban FM 2 929,20

Monitoring the election campaign 
2010 in the Serbian municipalities

Center for Peace and 
Tolerance and NGO 
Aven

5 940

Triangle talk show-Radio Program-
Dialogue between Kosovo -Serbia Radio KIM 6 000

Debate 6-Serbia-Kosovo dialogue Media Qendër 
Çagllavicë 9 450

Workshop on challenges of Census 
in Kosovo, 13-14 December, 2010, 
Durrës

Operacional 12 629,50
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Objective 2: Building local policies 
in multiethnic municipalities and the 
regional cooperation. 

Building local policies in all areas 
including governance is key for 
the normalization of relationships, 
position and integration of ethnic 
communities. The rights of minorities 
and the pre-conditions for a free 
exercise of governance in all areas 
are necessary for the stability and 
socio economic prosperity.  The 
human and minority rights represent 
the priorities of Kosovo elite and 
international community.   
To achieve this objective, the 
Foundation has worked in two levels: 
municipalities and the civil society. 
In 2010 the Minority and Roman 
Program was focused in addition 
to the monitoring the performance 
of the municipalities in providing 
services to the local communities, 
it assisted municipalities in drafting 
local policies such as local action 
plan for the implementation of 
RAE strategy in the Municipality 
of Mitrovica, drafting the strategy 
for return of and reintegration 
of Serbian community in the 
Municipality of Prizren. An important 
project has been implemented 
in Mitrovica North where the law 
students through workshops, regular 
visit to EULEX office, open lectures 
with experts of EU law systems 
promoted the importance of the rule 
of law in Kosovo North.  

The Foundation has continued this 
year too with a good cooperation 
with the Center for the Integration 
of Ethnic Communities in Prizren, 
an organization established by the 
Foundation in 2005, acts today as 
one of the well-known organization 
in the region of Prizren and Kosovo 
wide. The Centre in addition to daily 
services for the minorities in Prizren 
supports other smaller organization 
in Drags and Gora region with 

expertise for smaller projects and 
capacity building. 

Monitoring the work of new 
Serb municipalities – Graçanica, 
Strpce, and Partesh

The Project was implemented by 
KIM Radio with the objectives to; 
monitor the work of three new 
established municipalities with 
Serb majority population and the 
respective decentralization process; 
raising awareness for the benefit 
of the local community from local 
institution by direct engagement in 
important issues such as education, 
health, public services, monitoring 
the work of municipalities through 
media and the reach out to the 
citizens. The project was based in a 
study conducted in the first half of 
2010 on the work of the respective 
municipalities and the opinions of 
citizens about the performance of 
municipality. During eight months 
period, the project implementation 
was covered by one hour program 
three times per week aired by KIM 
in Kosovo whole. Guests in these 
programs were mayors and officials 
of these municipalities’ listeners. 
This program soon became very 
popular in Serbian radios in whole 
Kosovo. The Study report on these 
three municipalities was presented 
in the roundtable organized between 
Minority and Roma Program and 
Forum 2015. 

Building Municipal Capacities 
for Sustainable Return of Serb 
Community in the Municipality of 
Prizren

Through this project the Foundation 
has supported the process of 
return of Serb community in 
the municipality of Prizren by: 
building municipal capacities and 
institutionalization of the process of 
return, supporting the civil society 
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initiatives for sustainable return 
and development of community. 
The project was implemented with 
the request of Prizren Municipality 
to draft a municipal action plan 
for the return of Serb refugees 
and displaced persons, which is 
based on the Government Strategy 
for Sustainable Return of Serb 
Community in Kosovo. Technical 
assistance was provided to the 
municipality of Prizren by the 
Academy for Training and Technical 
Assistance. The Foundation has 
cooperated with this NGO for a 
longer time period now, because 
of its expertise in these types of 
project, and because the same 
organization has drafted the 
municipal needs in the action plan 
for the implementation of RAE 
Strategy, the latter supported by 
the Foundation too. The project is 
in its phase of implementation and 
so far the following steps have been 
made in the municipality of Prizren: 
identification of the needs of Serb 
community to return and the frame 
for the action plan. This action plan 
is expected to be completed and 
approved by Municipal Assembly in 
the first half of 2011. 
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Table of grants
Title of the project Grant The Sum

Cultural event: Days of Bosnian 
culture in Kosovo

Collegium of 
Culture, Arts, 
Science and 
Journalism

5 000

Participation in the International 
Children's Festival in Sarajevo 
Ilidza

Mladi Talenti  1 150

Multiethnic camps in Durres Visioni 02 1 200

8-traditional International Festival 
"Awakening of Art”

Artists Association 
of Kosovo Turk 3 000

Objective 3: Community Building 
through civil society and the support 
to promotion of cultural identity 

It is through this objective that 
the Foundation address issued left 
aside by the government, but are 
important to the communities such 
as promoting cultural identity media, 
education and women empowerment 
in community.  Small grants scheme 
has proven 

to be one of the most efficient 
methods to address to the minority 
community issues living in remote/
rural areas in Kosovo. This sort of 
activity keeps communities involved 
and promotes civic activism. 
In 2010 the scheme supported 
minority community initiative in the 
area of culture, arts, community 
outreach, interethnic dialogue etc,. 
It also supported the participation 
of cultural artistic associations in 
international cultural festivals

Table of grants
Title of the project Grant The 

Sum
Monitoring the work of new Serb 
municipalities-municipality of Gracanica 
Partes and Shtrpce

KIM Radio 9 960

Harmonization of  municipal normative 
acts with the law on local government

Centre for Integration 
of Ethnic Communities 9 000

Development of cooperation between 
communities and local institutions in the 
municipality of Prizren

Chamber of the 
Congress of Bosniak 
Intellectuals of Kosovo

5 500

Promoting the importance of rule of law 
in Kosovo North Legal Clinic  8 340
Monitoring of the law on  the use 
of official languages  in the Prizren 
municipality

Center for Integration 
of Ethnic Communities 9 000

Integration of the Montenegrin 
community in Kosovo-cooperation with 
municipalities for sustainable return

Association of Kosovo 
Montenegrins-Matic 4 430

Strengthening local capacities for 
sustainable return of Serb community in 
Prizren

Academy for Training 
and Technical 
Assistance

9 400
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Civil Society 
Program
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In 2010, Program has been lead by 
the following strategic goals:

a)  to promote more accountable 
and transparent practices of 
governance by increasing the 
public impact of civil society 
organizations 

b)   to enhance civil society 
capacities for a greater role 
in drafting public policies – 
political analysis, approvals, 
implementation and the 
respective monitoring

c) to support youth initiatives
d) to expand and support the 

regional and international 
network and cooperation of civil 
society initiatives 

Civil Society Program (CSP) in 
2010 worked mainly with providing 
grants  and supporting civil 
society organization in dealing 
with political analysis, advocating 
and monitoring transparency and 
accountability of governmental 
institutions. These organizations 
have shown a progressing trend 
of their engagement in major 
issues of Kosovo society, and their 
capacity building and expertise is 
significant. We may conclude that 
Kosovo has a critical number of think 
tank and watchdog organizations 
in order to guarantee a permanent 
civic pressure over institutions and 
major public projects. In 2010, the 
Foundation continued to support 
interesting projects of Kosovo 
NGOs, approved institutional grants 
to enable continuous capacity 

building and performance to big 
organizations. The Foundation has 
through CSP worked on providing 
support to the less supported area 
such as arts and culture, mental 
health, cooperation with OSI 
Network Program of Mental Health. 
The Program has supported activities 
that monitored, transparency, 
accountability, effectiveness  and 
equity of governmental actions while 
drafting and adopting development 
policies. The monitoring is made 
possible through various studies, 
analysis and oversight of decision 
making process in state institutions.   
The implemented projects, thanks 
to this support, have produced 
researches and studies distributed 
to public opinion through different 
ways, especially through publications 
and roundtables. 

CSP faced specific challenges to 
address more efficiently the work 
of NGOs: (1) address the issue of 
early elections at the end of year, (2) 
reactivate Civikos Platform; and find 
a long term solution to the platform, 
and (3) address wide range of 
problems along with other programs 
of Foundation, and with Forum 2015 
as joint projects. 

Below the Report describes the 
achieved and supported activities 
for implementation of strategic 
objectives. 

Civil Society Program
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Initiatives for 
transparency, 
accountability and 
advocating; and projects 
to support development 
initiatives 

1. BIRN - Investigative 
Reporting on 
Transparency and 
European Integration 

Training journalists in investigative 
journalism: five journalists and 
interns of journalism were trained to 
produce reports, investigations, and 
analysis in the area of rule of law, 
transparency, EU integration matters 
etc and act as agents of positive 
changes.

As the results of these training, 
BIRN has produced and published 
numerous articles, debates and 
investigative TV stories published 
in Prishtina Insight, local media and 
aired in TV Debate program Jeta në 
Kosovë. 

Publications: during this project BIRN 
has published 20 articles in English 
for Prishtina Insight newspaper. 
These articles are distributed in 
whole Kosovo, in the main access 
points for local community readers 
and international community 
readers. These materials were later 
published on internet, BIRN website, 
Balkan Insight serving as reference 
to many international media such as 
“The Economist”  of national Swiss 
information programs.  Five of the 
articles were long researches, five 
have been republished in Albanian in 
Kosovo printed media such as Koha 
Ditore and  Zëri.

Five TV debates in “Jeta ne Kosove” 
were held, addressing important 
corruption issues and EU Integration 
matters. Respectively there were five 
TV Reports on detailed corruption 
affairs broadcasted in Jeta ne Kosove 
Program. 

BIRN has through production of TV 
debates and thorough TV Reports 
at  "Jeta në Kosovë" program 
on corruption, transparency and 
accountability, mismanagement, EU 
Integration, economic development 
and Kosovo general progress, 
exercised public pressure in fighting 
corruption and disclosing important 
information of corruptive actions, EU 
Integration policies, etc setting thus 
proper basis for actions for relevant 
institutions.    

Project results:

• EULEX raid in the Ministry 
of Transport and Post 
Telecommunication: after 
BIRN publication of the 
investigative report on 
suspected irregularities in 
tendering processes in the 
Ministry of Transport and 
Telecommunication in Kosovo, 
which obtained large media 
coverage in Kosovo and 
international media, EULEX has 
undertaken a raid to search 
the Ministry of Transport and 
Telecommunication. 

• Investigative journalists of BIRN 
who work on the projects, got 
awarded with Anticorruption 
Prices, such as: Alban Selimi, 
Lawrence Marzouk and Petrit 
Çollaku who received First 
Prices in the ceremony of 
awards for the best journalists 
for the report on anticorruption 
and prevention of corruption 
in Kosovo. The awards were 
given by Kosovo Association of 
Independent Journalists, UNDP 



 85

and Kosovo Anti-Corruption 
Agency. 

• Increasing transparency: 
Transparency and accountability 
of public institutions improved 
after TV reports and debates, 
where the senior decision 
making officials answered 
the tough questions and held 
accountable before the citizens, 
viewer if the debates as well as 
the readers of  Prishtina Insight.

• Around 350.000 citizens 
respectively viewers have 
been the direct beneficiaries 
of awareness rising on the 
importance of EU Integration 
and the respective EU 
processes. 

• Investigative Journalism 
capacity building: by producing 
new generations of young 
professionals in journalism 
who have been instructed 
by a professional editor, 
a professional unbiased 
community of journalists have 
emerged. 

• Thanks to KFOS support, 
Prishtina Insight has scored 
major improvements, as 
through the support we 
have managed to build the 
capacities of our journalists to 
produce excellent reports and 
investigations. 

• The most-watched TV 
programs: the last popularity 
assessment of three national 
TV programs conducted by 
Index Kosova was published in 
September 2010. The results 
show that Jeta në Kosovë is the 
most watched program with 
around 350,000 viewers of 
different age-groups and social 
status.

2. American Chamber of 
Commerce in Kosovo– 
AMCHAM – Kosovo in the 
eyes of foreign investors

The overall goal of the project 
was to draw conclusions and 
recommendations assisting Kosovo 
to become a favorable environment 
to foreign investors, through a study 
on how foreign investors perceive 
Kosovo, what were the reasons 
behind they reluctance to invest in 
Kosovo, what are the reasons that 
made some foreign investors leave 
Kosovo, what were the expectations 
and what are the activities and 
measures undertaken by Kosovo 
institutions and agencies to protect 
and attract foreign investors.

The Study is composed of three 
main parts: first part of the study 
will assist AMCHAM in understanding 
the perspectives of foreign investors 
present in the region other than 
Kosovo to understand their point 
of views and the reasons why they 
don’t see Kosovo favorable country 
to invest in. Main purpose of this 
part of the study was to learn what 
is the knowledge of these investors 
on Kosovo’s business, legal and 
tax environment; what were their 
channels of information they sought 
to learn about business environment 
in Kosovo. 

The second parts of the study were 
focused on foreign investors who 
chose to invest in Kosovo and are 
still present here. The Study aims 
to identify what were the initial 
expectations of the investors before 
they decided to invest n Kosovo and 
what are their current opinions on 
Kosovo business environment based 
on the experience they gained, and 
what could Kosovo institutions do 
more for them and other potential 
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investors. 

The third part of the study was 
focused on Kosovo Institutions and 
Agencies that deal with promotion of 
investment opportunities in Kosovo. 
The Study was focused on the 
identification of protection measures 
Kosovo Government provides for 
foreign companies ready to invest in 
Kosovo. 

The main project outcome is the 
fact that foreign businesses in the 
region of Western Balkans/SEE were 
interviewed about the reasons why 
they did not invest in Kosovo and 
what was their perception on Kosovo 
and its business environment. The 
project has brought to surface the 
level of readiness of these foreign 
businesses to invest in Kosovo as 
well as the reasons behind their 
reluctance not to invest in Kosovo 
so far. The recommendations of the 
Study: Kosovo in the Eyes of Foreign 
Investors are expected to assist 
Kosovo Agency for the Promotion of 
Investments and other institutions 
in changing their approach in work 
during the coming year. Such a 
commitment was made public during 
the conference held on the same 
topic Kosovo in the Eyes of Foreign 
Investors on 25 November 2010.  

The conference where the  Study  
“ Kosovo in the eyes of Foreign 
Investors” was first made public 
enjoyed extensive media coverage 
both local and international 
electronic media such as: Voice of 
America, (USA), ALSAT, Top Channel, 
Vizion Plus (Albania) and Radio Free 
Europe ( Czech Republic) 

The project outcome is the 
publication of the study with the 
quantitative findings of interviews 
with foreign investors who are and 
are not present in Kosovo, in addition 
to qualitative findings of interviews 

with stake holders who either worked 
and/or provided consultancy to the 
respective institutions in the area of 
promoting investments. 

The Study “Kosovo in the Eyes 
of Foreign Investors” has been 
published in Albanian and English, 
and submitted to the main stake 
holders. 
3. NGO INPO – Promoting unbiased 
and fair procurement in the 
Municipality of Prishtina  

Two debates have been organized in 
the frame of this project: “Kosovo 
General Audit Report on the 
Municipality of Prishtina – obstacles 
and challenges in the implementation 
of recommendations” and “The 
process of dealing with illegal 
construction – challenges and 
obstacles”.

A total of six reactions have been 
accomplished in related to the 
problems in the area of public 
procurement on failed tenders 
for squares, lack of tendering on 
reconstruction of city exterior 
buildings, process of dealing with 
illegal construction etc. 

Afterwards, a short report was 
published on the obstacles and 
failures of budget execution during 
the first half of 2010 by major 
Mustafa, where certain gaps in 
tendering and other delays in budget 
execution in the Municipality of 
Prishtina were noted.
Target group with journalists was 
held in order to gather information 
on the functioning, challenges and 
obstacles of the municipality of 
Prishtina along with the journalist’s 
access to the information of this 
office. 
A workshop with the journalists 
of electronic and written media 
covering procurement activities was 
held, discussing functioning of the 
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office, access in internal and external 
information related to the office, 
etj. The workshop was held because 
media in general rarely report or 
investigate public procurement. 
Another non formal ceremony of 
awards was held to encourage 
journalists to write on the problems 
and obstacles of the office. 

4. NGO Me Dorë në 
Zemër (Cross my 
Heart) – Cooperation 
between citizens and the 
municipality with sectoral 
policy assists integrating 
processes 

The project was focused in analysis 
of two important sectors in the 
municipality of Mitrovica:  youth and 
agriculture. Discussion with more 
than 30 target groups have been 
held in order to complete and modify 
analysis obtained by the respective 
institutions. 
The project had three main 
objectives:

1. Analysis of plan and strategy in 
target sectors;

2. Establishment of 30 target 
groups

3. Discussion of analysis aiming at 
its completion with participation 
of relevant municipal officials. 

In order to accomplish project goals 
and objectives, and accomplish 
concrete results, following activities 
have been completed:
Accomplished activities:

During first months, we made the 
necessary preparations for the 
implementation of the project based 
on plans, as per scheduling dates 

on informative meetings with 15 
target groups already identified 
and the establishment of 15 new 
target group with youth. Two 
existing working plans of two target 
directorates were taken for analysis. 
The follow up on the activities was 
information of municipal authorities 
in respective directorates (sectors0 
about the planned activities, meeting 
with local media representatives 
in order to inform them about 
the project, activities due to be 
implemented, and cooperation with 
them was sought at various stages 
of project. Concrete outcome of 
this phase were establishing of 
target groups, informing media 
and institutions on the project 
and conducting analysis of plans 
and programs for the youth and 
agriculture sectors in the Municipality 
of Mitrovica. 

The findings show that existing plans 
and programs of target sectors are 
actually a list of projects envisaged 
to be implemented and that they 
were presented only in their titles 
without any relevant explanation. 
The difference between the sectors 
are for instance the parts where in 
the youth sector the rural parts are 
not targeted in activities and the 
only activity involving rural parts 
does not in fact specify anything in 
terms of location and time frame. 

Agriculture sector plan should involve 
rural areas; things are neither well 
defined nor elaborated. The existing 
few activities are foreseen to be 
supported by funds of subsidies 
rather than capital projects category 
in the municipal budget. 

A suggestion emerged as below: 
Inclusion of interest groups (farmers, 
cattlemen and others) in drafting 
plans and programs in agriculture 
sector would assist them by 
including in the municipal plan, the 
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programs and projects of interest, 
thus increasing the transparency and 
accountability in municipal work. 
The phase of meetings – 30 
successful and fruitful meetings were 
organised, as the citizen participation 
was satisfactory reaching the 
number of 490 participants. The 
nature of project was of this kind, 
and directly impacted the interests 
in the inhabitants in the rural areas. 
This was so because the youth was 
not sufficiently included in the plans 
of youth sector, and the farmers 
were dissatisfied by what the 
municipality had offered. 
This made participants to come up 
with recommendations and introduce 
concrete plans to implement the 
work. Investments in establishing 
agricultural agro coops were 
mentioned, to support reduction of 
unemployment in these areas. They 
also mentioned that their support 
would have impacted economic 
improvement in the town. The youth 
also gave their opinions on greater 
participation in the activities. The 
recommendations and suggestions 
were discussed in the organized 
meetings between citizens and 
municipal officials of relevant 
sectors, and the both parties 
welcomed them. The issues were 
made tangible in two workshops 
organized in the last week of 
December.

An important result was the 
cooperation established between the 
citizens and municipal structures 
in order to discuss potential ideas 
to be later on included in municipal 
planning and more. 

5.  NGO Democracy for 
Development – Results 
based performance 
monitoring

Monitoring result-based performance 
was a six months project 
implemented by the organization 
Democracy for Development (D4D). 
The project goal was to measure 
a certain number of indicators to 
identify the trends and the progress 
and consequently impact a better 
result oriented policy making.

In the initial phase of project 
implementation, D4D is focused 
in identifying indicators and 
establishment of their comparative 
basis (2008-2009). In addition 
to engagement of consultants in 
identifying indicators, D4D organized 
another consultative meeting with 
experts of different fields who 
contributed in further enrichment of 
indicators and their quality. 

After identifying indicators and 
categorization in four main 
areas: 1. Governance and Public 
Administration; 2. Economy; 3. 
Implementation of legislation; 
4. social development and data 
collection for indicators begun. After 
data collection, the preparations for 
final work including four main areas 
of indicators begun. 
The work titled “Before and after’ 
was made public in a roundtable 
organized by D4D. The main findings 
of this work were presented along 
with the recommendations on how 
to proceed and enrich this method of 
assessing governance performance 
in Kosovo. Though this was the first 
roundtable organized by D4D, the 
number of participants and their 
profile was high. The work was 
prepared in English and translated in 
Albanian and Serbian. 
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6. Council for the Defense 
of Human Rights and 
Freedoms – CDHRF - 
Monitoring detention 
centers, prisons, 
correcting centers and 
Integrating Center of 
Mental Health in Shtime/
Stimlje. 

During monitoring period 1.06.2010- 
30.12.2010, CDHRF visited detention 
centers, prisons, correction centers 
and integration mental health center 
in Shtime/Shtimlje. The purpose 
of this monitoring was to ensure 
information about human rights 
of persons deprived of freedoms 
including those with mental 
disorders and respect the law on 
sanctioning criminal acts and the 
European Regulation of Prisons. 
Monitoring these centers was based 
on the mandate of CDHRF with the 
permits of the Ministry of Justice 
and the Ministry of Interior. CDHRF 
monitors have collaborated with the 
Parliamentary Committee on Human 
Right of Kosovo Assembly, Kosovo 
Center for Rehabilitation of tortured 
and Kosovo Correction Center. Tens 
of interviews to print and electronic 
media and five TV debates were 
held. . For the first time, a debate 
roundtable was organized within 
prison facilities with participation of 
convicted persons and the arrested 
ones.  Arrested persons of minority 
groups and vulnerable groups were 
regularly visited and they were 
offered assistance during transfers 
from their families, information 
in their mother tongue as well as 
other rights. Visits were regular in 
the Center for Women and Minors, 
impacting thus a considerable 
improvement in their treatment. 

Respect of religious rights for 
detained persons were largely 
advocated. Embassies and diplomatic 
missions were contacted about the 
foreign citizens detained or convicted 
in Kosovo to obtain their interest 
for their citizens.  After monitoring 
the institutions, about the cases 
of violations of human rights such 
as detention without any court 
decision and ill-treatment of mentally 
disordered persons, the public 
opinion was informed and alerted. 

CDHRF engagement in implementing 
the project was related to the issue 
of treatment of persons deprived 
of freedom and lifting the taboos 
related to this issue; and informs 
the public opinion about it. During 
the project implementation, CDHRF, 
Ombudsperson and Kosovo Center of 
the Rehabilitation of Tortured victims 
initiated establishment of a National 
Monitoring Mechanism which would 
after being advocated with the 
institutions get before the parliament 
of Kosovo and be adopted. The 
Initiative for the establishment of 
National Mechanism is in its phase of 
signing a Memorandum between the 
parties in order to proceed with an 
intensive lobbying. The information 
and reports after visits to detention 
centers, investigation centers, 
prisons, health center for mentally 
disordered persons etc was sent to 
Kosovo Correction Center, Ministry 
of Justice, Ministry of Interior, 
Parliamentary Committee of Kosovo 
Assembly  on Human Rights, Office 
of Prime Minister, Office of President, 
ministry  of health etj. More than 
80 visits were conducted to the 
monitored institutions including here 
the Investigation Prison in Mitrovica 
North. The project achieved most 
of the monitoring objectives and 
is considered to be very important 
for the development of democratic 
processes. 
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7. Balkan Policy Institute 
(IPOL) – Public policy in 
the area of rule of law

Project objectives are draft a 
report (public policy analysis) that 
addresses the public or development 
policies implemented in the rule of 
law area in Kosovo by the respective 
organs. Analysis focus was mainly 
oriented by the advantages and 
disadvantages of policies in practice 
at the level of implementation. Parts 
of the focus were judiciary reforms, 
prosecution reforms and planning 
budget policies in the area of rule of 
law. 

Our project managed to raise the 
awareness of public opinion on rule 
of law area problems, and concrete 
solution was offered on how to 
continue with the implementation of 
legality in Kosovo. 

Project participants were the 
representatives of institutions of the 
Republic of Kosovo;

Rule of law mission in Kosovo – 
EULEX; Kosovo Judiciary Institute; 
law professors and students, etc.
After presentation of final report with 
analysis on the current situation of 
rule of law in Kosovo and providing 
better alternatives ve positively 
impacted the legality and rule of law 
in Kosovo
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Table of grants 
Title of the project Grant The Sum

Conference » Natural resources in Kosovo 
and their use for sustainable development 

Center for Economic and 
Social Development 3000

Monitoring performance of results- based  
governance Democracy Development 7000

Petitions as a democratic instrument NVO Fortesa 5468

The road of Kosovo to NATO integration Euro-Atlantic Club of Kosovo 6500

Investigative Reporting Transparency and 
European Integration BIRN 9925

Promoting fair and transparent 
procurement in Prishtina INPO 9790

Kosovo in the eyes of foreign investors AMCHAM 6000

Conference "Impact of global crisis in 
economy, business and employment in 
Kosovo and other countries in transition

Finance Institute 2000

The cooperation of citizens  - Municipality 
with sectoral policies, assists the 
integration processes

OJQ Me Dorë në Zemër 7625

Drafting of the law for the blind community Association of Kosovo  blind 
and weakened 5000

Public policy in the rule of law in Kosovo Balkan Policy Institute – 
IPOL 8000

Increased transparencyin 
public administration through education in 
communication

Community Initiative Kosovo 4501

Development Strategy Institute for Public Relations 6600
Review of the Law on execution of criminal 
sanctions for minors and mentally disabled 
persons – the necessity to defend  the 
rights of persons deprived of liberty 
through lobbying

KMLDNJ 8700

Development Strategy Pro Geo Kosova 2920
Review of the Law on execution of criminal 
sanctions for minors and mentally disabled 
persons – the necessity to defend  the 
rights of persons deprived of liberty 
through lobbying

Association of Kosovo  blind 
and weakened 2760

Kosovo's Caves
Association Internationale De 
Droit Penal – Albanian People 
Group – AIDP-APG

2000

Video i radio klip Little people of Kosova 400
People and Memories Talks – Circle of 
Short Documentary Films with True Stories 
of Victims

NVO Integra 8250

Evaluation and Monitoring of Civil Society 
Program Projects IQ Consulting 3350
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Elections 2010

Civil Society Program has supported 
two projects for the elections held in 
Kosovo on December 12, 2010. 

1. Center for Humanistic Studies 
Gani Bobi - Exit poll

Exit Poll was conducted in the 
sample set of about 3500 people 
surveyed in 25 municipality of 
Kosovo. Out of that number, 2200 
respondents answered all questions, 
while the others provided partial 
answers about electoral process and 
refused to show party they voted for. 
There were 35 enumerators and 5 
controllers on the field. Enumerators 
visited 7 polling stations, some of 
them for second time.  Controllers 
have observed each survey at 
least once per day, assessing their 
performance.

In general. The team did their job 
correctly, with some exceptions that 
could not affect the accuracy of the 
survey. 

A team of 8 members was based in 
Prishtina to prepare rapid reporting 
instruments and collected data 
from the field. The first report was 
prepared at 15.30 in the sample of 
70% of survey, approximately 1550 
surveys. The findings in the first 
meeting showed voting trends  for 
PDK by 30.36%, 25.29% LDK, Self-
Determination 17 %, 11.53% AAK, 
AKR 5.84%, 4.84% of the fair-and 
LDD 254%.  

At 7 am, the second  final report 
was ready, reflecting the results as 
below: 31.58% PDK, LDK 24.81%, 
12.50% AAK, AKR 6.20%, LDD 
2:48%, 4:34% FER, Vetëvendosja 
16.32% and other 1.77%. These 
survey results were very similar to 
the preliminary results of the CEC, 

except that the PDK has scored  4%  
higher results more, the difference 
with  LDK is 9.9%, and Vetëvendosja 
and FER have for 3% less than at 
Exit poll survey. For other parties the 
differences were minor.

 The big difference in favor of 
the PDK can be explained by 
irregularities recorded during the 
voting in Drenica, where a "surplus" 
of 20,000 voters emerged as result 
of manipulation. This explains the 
3% in difference for PDK with Exit 
Poll Survey. Also, if there was this 
percentage omitted, lowering the 
percentages of other parties as well 
such as Vetëvendosja, FER and even 
the LDK would approximately have 
similar results as shown with Exit 
Poll.

Self-determination is allegedly 
harmed in two municipalities where 
the irregularities were identified such 
as Decan and Malishevë, whereas 
FER was damaged mainly in urban 
areas.  In this case the Exit Polls 
served as a control indicator for the 
level of irregularities during election. 

In addition to voting, the research 
has measured the assessment of the 
electoral process, and the majority 
of respondents said they did not 
notice any irregularity. This proved 
that irregularities never occurred 
during the voting, but at moments 
when commissioners work unfolded 
and also counting begun.  About 
70 thousand votes were identified 
invalid which also indicates the votes 
of smaller parties were the victims. 

2. Adaptivit – Voting booth

Voting Cabin was a platform for 
innovative online voter support, 
especially youth, and aimed 
at encouraging and increasing 
participation of voters in elections in 
the Republic of Kosovo.
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The first objective was to get the 
answers of at least 60% of political 
entities in the number of votes from 
past elections. We have received 
responds from all political parties, 
the percentage with the number 
of votes from past elections have 
achieved 100% of the Albanian 
political parties. Then we got 
responses from four Serb political 
entities, one Bosnian and one of 
Montenegrins. This enables us 
comparative representation. 

The second objective was to reach 
out to the the citizens, mainly the 
younger generations to be able to 
deal with important themes and 
the positions of political parties 
and  form thus their own opinion 
on elections and political entity. The 
platform has been published and is 
used intensively and regularly by 
citizens till Election Day, and less 
intensively after the elections. During 
this period we scored 42,000 clicks 
to view the platform pages and over 
5,000 participants who answered 
the questionnaires. The reactions 
of participating citizens during 
questionnaire use were entirely 
positive; many of them discussed 
the outcome of the platforms and 
themes that were raised in it.

Given the short timeframe, and the 
electoral campaign of only 10 days, 
we consider that we achieved the 
objectives in a satisfactory manner. 
The platform is functional and is 
well established for future elections, 
with potential to be used with higher 
efficiency. 

Target groups of the platform were 
all Kosovo citizens eligible to vote in 
the Elections organized in Kosovo.
Based on the data voluntarily 
provided at platform database, the 
users age varies from 18 - 60.

Project accomplishments: raising 
awareness of eligible voters, 
especially the first time voters 
to elect officials based on their 
positions, offers and the political 
program presented by political 
parties – these were the main 
project goals.  To achieve all this, 
various channels of communication 
were used such as: information 
portals and online social networks. 
Leaflets and other promotional 
materials were distributed to these 
groups mainly to their focal points or 
youth clubs and center.

Social target group was active, 
discussing issues, results and 
arguments on political parties on this 
platform. Discussions were the mean 
to many to present their point of 
views, especially for the new political 
entities that had not yet been well 
set in Kosovo political scene. 

Based on results from 
questionnaires, citizens were 
encouraged to create their own 
opinions. This is reflected on the 
results of questionnaires which 
have a wide stretch of the political 
spectrum. This sets the basis for 
political education and awareness 
raising among citizens on how to 
vote. Another function of Voting 
booth platform would be the 
possibility to exercise oversight on 
political parties after the elections, 
by comparing their positions during 
the campaign with their actions after 
they are elected. 

In terms of its functionality, the 
platform has been successful in 
achieving representation across 
the political spectrum in Kosovo, 
including all Albanian political parties 
and a significant number of minority 
political parties as well.

Bearing in mind over 42,000 clicks at 
Platform and the participation of over 
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5,000 Kosovo citizens of different 
ages in the use of the questionnaire, 
we can easily claim that this project 
is well established platform for 
Kosovo Elections; this enables to join 
a growing number of European Union 
states using similar platforms. 

The project planned as a platform 
for the elections in Kosovo, local and 
parliamentary, and will continue to 
serve this purpose in the future too. 
Citizens can compare the archived 
views of political entities, with the 
actions in fulfilling their promises. 

For next elections, only a part tasks 
remains to be done in the platform 
process such as:  compilation of 
questionnaires with most up to 
date issues of interest for citizens, 
registering and publication of 
political positions of the parties 
running for elections to be later used 
comparatively by citizens.  

Table of grants
Title of the 
project Grant The 

Sum
Voting booth - 
Increase
political 
participation and 
communication 
before the 
election

Adaptivit 10.000

Exit Poll Gani Bobi 9960

Cooperation between 
Government and Civil 
Society

1. CiviKos Platform

Six (6) months period in the 
Platform CiviKos are characterized 
with changing intensity of work and 
organization of activities planned in 
the project.

Engaging full-time staff that will 
handle chores CiviKos Platform, has 
been among the first steps towards 
the functioning of the Platform 
CiviKos. Based on that, starting in 
July, 2010, Dren Puka is engaged as 
Project Officer with CiviKos Platform.

Despite the difficulties and 
the obstacles in the process of 
transferring responsibilities from 
the former staff CiviKos Platform to 
its current staff, starting from the 
second half of July, CiviKos Platform 
staff prepared a set of documents for 
CiviKos Platform. 

The set of documents includes: 
Status of Platform CiviKos, 
Memorandum of Cooperation 
between the Government of 
Kosovo and CiviKos Platform, the 
Platform CiviKos ethics, brief project 
description which includes all 
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activities to be undertaken by March 
2011, and the membership form for 
application to Platform CiviKos. The 
purpose of the preparation of such 
a set of documents CiviKos Platform 
has been much more detailed 
presentation of the Platform CiviKos 
before civil society organizations.

Mobilization of membership was the 
next activity based on the Platform 
work plan CiviKos. By the end of 
July so far contacted forty-seven 
(47) NGOs. Of the total forty-seven 
organizations contacted, approval in 
principle to join the Platform CiviKos 
have declared forty-three (43) non 
- governmental as well as four (4) 
of them currently have hesitated 
to join the Platform CiviKos. NGO - 
which have rejected membership in 
the Platform CiviKos are: GAP, FIQ, 
INPO and BIRN. Reasons for non-
membership in the Platform CiviKos 
are:

 very fast process without the 
involvement of civil society 
organizations in the consultations, 
the ambiguities of the functioning 
of a highly structured network of 
civil society organizations, not the 
best experiences from previous jobs 
CiviKos Platform, doubt about the 
need for cooperation with the Kosovo 
Government, etc. 

Membership Process Platform 
CiviKos organizations has not ended. 
The membership of civil society 
organizations CiviKos Platform will 
be an ongoing process that will not 
stop. 

The next activity of the CiviKos 
Platfom is "The analysis of best 
practices of cooperation of civil 
society - public authorities” Amir 
Haxhikadrija is committed to making 
this analysis, which is over and now 
we have the first draft.

The financial situation within the 
Platform CiviKos is consistent with 
the activities foreseen in the project, 
which provides financial stability to 
project completion, i.e. until March, 
2011. Funds provided for this phase 
of the project are: 9.700 EURO 
Kosovar Foundation for Open Society 
(KFOS), 12, 200 EURO Kosovar Civil 
Society Foundation (KCSF) of which 
cash and 5.000 EURO 11,166 the 
School for Sustainable Communities 
(ISC).

Political situation in Kosovo has 
had a direct impact on the planned 
activities of the Platform CiviKos. 
Speaker Platform CiviKos board, 
Ms.. Valdete Idrizi, because of 
its commitment to the political 
party has resigned from the post 
of chairperson of the board. At 
the next meeting of the Platform, 
CiviKos board chairman will be 
selected, and the other challenge 
will be to determine CiviKos Platform 
future steps, and this will be done 
in consultations between Platform 
CiviKos Board  and its member 
organizations. 

Table of grants
Title of the 
project Grant The 

Sum

Platform 
Empowering 
CiviKos

Platforma 
Civikos 9970

Debate Program and 
Youth Initiatives

1. FOL Movement - 
Establishing Debate Clubs in 
Peja, Prishtina and Ferizaj

The first project took six months 
achieving great success. It enabled 
partnerships with three non-
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governmental organizations to 
implement the project.  YIHR, 
INPO and SIV are FOL project 
partners in project implementation 
in the municipalities of Ferizaj, Peja 
Prishtina. BIRN is the key partner of 
FOL.

Three debate clubs coordinators 
identified and engaged. Together 
with partners FOL's 60 young people 
have been trained in Karl Popper 
Debate format and Prishtina Open 
tournament is organized for the first 
time after three years in Kosovo. 
An achievement of this period is 
the Movement's membership in 
the International Debate Education 
Association (IDEA).

The second project funded by KFOS 
also lasted 6 months. The support 
to partner organization in Peja, 
Ferizaj and Prishtina continued. The 
participation of two teams in the 
IDEA Youth Forum in August was 
organized too. Meanwhile it was 
agreed to include RAE to the debate, 
where partner organizations in 
Ferizaj managed to establish some 
debate teams from this community.

Karl Popper Debate "Ferizaj Open 
2010" which lasted two days was 
organized in September 2010. 
The winners of this tournament 
represented Kosovo in Macedonia 
Open 2010, held in Ohrid. Debates 
were presents also between the 
teams from Prishtina, Peja and 
Ferizaj. The next tournament 
which is scheduled to be held 
during December in Peja, had to be 
postponed for the month of January 
2011 due to the early elections held 
this month. It is planned for 15 to 16 
January 2011

2. Youth Centre-Prishtina - 
“Youth and the Law on youth 
empowerment and participation”

The purpose of this project is to 
raise the level of implementation 
of the Law on Youth Empowerment 
and Participation in the municipality 
of Prishtina. A number of activities  
are carried out with this purpose 
such as: (1) separate meetings with 
representatives of local government 
and civil society representatives 
in Prishtina (2) survey with 300 
young people of the Municipality of 
Prishtina, on whether they knew 
about Law of empowerment and 
participation of youth, and other 
questions of this nature, and then we 
showed the results of research that 
are part of the monitoring report 
(3) organized round tables "Youth 
and the Law on youth empowerment 
and participation", on 09/28/2010 
(4)  held meetings with the youth 
to raise their awareness about the 
Law on youth empowerment and 
participation. Young people were 
mainly age group 15-24 . Young 
people were the representatives 
from high schools, but also other 
students of different profiles 
who participate actively too (5) 
meetings with the youth structures, 
discussions were raised also on the 
gaps they experience emerging from 
the law on youth empowerment 
and participation, and thus propose 
creative methods to improve and 
facilitate the work of the Municipality 
of Prishtina in your sector. Turkish 
minority young members also 
participated in the discussions. 

3. Summer University 
"Democracy and Participation" - 
Vlorë

International Summer University 
"Democracy and Participation" 
was held for its 9th time in Vlora, 
continuing a tradition that started 
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back in 2002, being enriched from 
year to year with new elements. 
On the other hand, this activity is 
part of the Leadership Program’s 
main activities undertaken by 
the organization KRIIK and some 
partners and assistants. This event 
is a sustainable one and unique in 
the region for having its 9 editions 
completed and continuing further in 
the future too. 

The 9th edition of the International 
Summer University lasted ten days, 
divided into a theoretical part with 
lectures and then the practice in 
the form of workshops. Both during 
theoretical and practical sections, 
special attention was paid to the 
discussion of the participants and 
their exchange of ideas and opinions. 

The beneficiaries of this school were 
the participants of SUS (youth with 
concrete engagements in public 
life, such as NGOs, political forums, 
media, public administration, etc. 
from Albania, Kosovo, Serbia, 
Poland, Bulgaria and Turkey. 

The program was conducted in two 
sections, namely:

Session I: Theory

 In general, during the morning 
sessions theoretical topics were held 
whereas during afternoon, practical 
workshops and discussions were 
conducted on topics covered during 
the morning sessions. Albanian and 
foreign lecturers from the University 
of Tirana, European University of 
Tirana and other universities in 
Kosovo, Italy and Turkey covered 
this part. 

This section was framed in the form 
of discussions and lectures on three 
main perspectives: global issues, 
regional and that of Albania. More 
importantly, during the sessions 

on global issues, SUS participants 
contributed with discussions from 
the perspectives of their respective 
country. A special attention is also 
dedicated to the impact of financial 
crisis in some countries, as in: 

Kosovo, Greece, Turkey, Serbia, etc. 
Lecturers and researchers from these 
countries participated to lecture on 
the specific impacts giving thus an 
overview to the participants on the 
crisis in the country. 

This section was characterized with 
lively discussions and debates, 
indicating the close communication 
level between lecturers and 
participants. This section was highly 
praised by participants.  

Section II: discussion and practice 
was framed in the form of panels, 
aiming  at livelier activism among  
participants in practical discussions 
on the theoretical topics of the 
morning sessions and in the form 
of interactive workshops yields. 
During the panel discussions and 
workshops, many new ideas, 
arguments and points of view were 
brought up on the topics of  financial 
crisis and the potential roles and 
strategies of various stakeholders in 
reducing the negative effects. 

Other activities (free 
participation) 
Excursions were organized in order 
to increase socialization among 
the participants. Visits were made 
to archaeological or natural parks 
around Vlora. In addition to simply 
touristic and historic interests, these 
visits enabled the participants’ 
communication with rural residents 
of Llogora Kanina on issues these 
people face. A visit to the ancient 
Castle of Kanina and to the National 
Park was part of this activity. 
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Table of grant
Title of the project Grant The Sum

Establishing debate clubs in Pec, 
Prishtina and Ferizaj FOL Movement 9280

Development of the debate 
program
municipalities of Mitrovica, Prizren 
and Malishevë

FOL Movement 9960

Youth and the Law Prishtina Youth Center 4995

Art Festival Art International Fest 4000

Youth Empowerment in Kosovo -
reality and possibilities Kosova Association for Human 

Rights and Child 7390

Participation in the Youth Forum FOL Movement 3760

Dokufest Ec Ma Ndryshe 9500

Summer University of Vlora Muhammad Bytyci - carrier group 2176

The platform of inter-ethnic 
cultural exchange Gani Bobi 7500

Back to the future - Conference Station - Center for 
Contemporary Art 4000

Organized exhibitions of artists
  by International Poster Triennial 
Theatre and the French Cultural 
Institute in Sofia: The Theatre - 
That's Me

Ars Albanica 5000

Culture in Inter-Albanian 
communications and its 
presentation in Worldwide

Centar  Multimedia 3200

Support of  Program “Balkan 
Incentive Fund for Culture” European Cultural Foundation 8000

Cultural and natural heritage  as 
cohesive point of inter-ethnic 
communication, coexistence and 
promotion of cultural tourism

NGO VIART 7000
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Support Program for 
summer/winter schools 
and international meetings

The East-East Partnership 
Beyond Borders

The OSI Network Programs

Emergency Funds
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Support Program for 
summer/winter schools 
and international 
meetings

In the beginning of 2010, the KFOS Board established a special budget 
for the support of Kosovars who take part in summer and winter schools, 
seminars, congresses, symposiums, etc. During this year this program 
enabled 74 individuals and organizations to take part in different programs in 
Europe, the USA and Asia.  

Table of Grants
Project name Grantee Amount 

Participation in the UN Model Conference Gerta Bejtullahu 1 155.50

Participation in the UN Model Conference Rreze Gjakova 1155.50

Participation in the UN Model Conference Rudina Hasimja 1 037.50

Participation in international exhibition – 
Turkey Zake Prelvukaj 392

Participation in international exhibition – 
Turkey Valbona Rexhepi 392

Participation in Music University Basel Mrika Sefa 330

Participation in Music University Basel Anda Kryeziu 330

Participation in Strategic Management for 
leaders Venera Hajrullahu 1 200

Participation in Jade Spring Meeting 
Brussels Krenare Telqiu 237.90

Participation in the UN Model Conference Anesa Collakoviq 350

Participation in the Festival "Bafici" 
Buenos Aires Alban Muja 1 200

Participation in the Balwois conference in 
Ohrid Shefqet Reshani 600
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Participation in the Balwois conference in 
Ohrid Kadri Berisha 600

Participation in International Roma Youth 
seminar Sami Mustafa 245.50

Participation in the festival in Istambul NGO Rumeli 1 500

Participation in technology manifestation 
Lepenski Vir Alexandar Milenkovic 500

Participation in a conference, Croatia Tahir Latifi 426

Visit in the Electro-technical Faculty, 
Belgrade Ivan Stojkovic 500

Participation in the International Festival 
in Bilbao, Spain Fatbardh Haliti 580

Participation in the International Festival 
in Bilbao, Spain Hana Qena 580

Participation in the International Festival 
in Bilbao, Spain Alban Zogaj 580

Participation in a conference in Brescia, 
Italy Osman Rraci 250.7

Participation in the III-rd Congress of 
IRPA, Helsinki Ferki Fejza 600

Participation in the World Congress MDIW 
2010 Trondheim, Norway Bashkim Thaqi 500

Participation in the annual conference, 
Hungary

Arta Jakupi 350

Participation in the annual conference, 
Hungary Albina Balidemaj 350

Participation in the ACEVO conference, 
Spain Shqipe Pantina 480

Participation in IIPES, Greece Belinda Vrapi 400

Participation in the conference History of 
Public Relations, London Vilma Biba 600

Participation in the conference History of 
Public Relations, London Vehbi Miftari 600

Participation in the International Graduate 
Workshop, Israel Lumnije Kadriu 583.7
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Participation in the ISEO Summer School, 
Italy Altin Podrimcaku 339.9

Participation in the American Institute on 
Politics and Economics Systems, Prague Arta Ratkoceri 330.38

Participation in the American Institute on 
Politics and Economics Systems, Prague Rrona Ramdobrava 350

Participation in the American Institute on 
Politics and Economics Systems, Prague Brikena Avdyli 330.35

Participation in the American Institute on 
Politics and Economics Systems, Prague Dita Dobranja 350

Participation in Ljubljana Summer School Elvira Ahma 250

Participation in Ljubljana Summer School Fatos Berisha 250

Participation in the International 
Pharmacy Congress, Opatija Arjanit Jakupi 250

Participation in the International 
Federation of Medical Students Greta Begolli 336.46

Participation in the 10th International 
Summer School, Netherlands Vigan Mahmutaj 380

Participation in the 10th International 
Summer School, Netherlands Blerta Rexhepi 471.96

Participation in the Junior Enterprise 
World Conference, Milano Muhamer Nikshiq 381

Participation in the Junior Enterprise 
World Conference, Milano Ylli Vuciterna 372

Participation in the Junior Enterprise 
World Conference, Milano Denion Gulimuna 381

Participation in the Junior Enterprise 
World Conference, Milano Diella Rugova 381

Participation in the Junior Enterprise 
World Conference, Milano Agon Nixha 350

Participation in the Summer School 
Antwerp, Belgium Taulant Canaj 332

Participation in the Junior Enterprise 
World Conference, Milano Dina Rugova 372

Participation in the IIPES, Greece Arbër Hajrizi 350

Participation in Film Festival Burim Haliti 360

2010 International Youth Crosiers Denisa Kryeziu 389.64

The Council on Law Enforcement
 Education and Training’s classroom 
instruction on Domestic Violence

Tijana Simic 1 000
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European Architecture Students 
Assembly 2010 UK Zana Lloncari 435

European Architecture Students 
Assembly 2010 UK Doruntina Morina 489

European Architecture Students 
Assembly 2010 UK Rrita Pula 402.50

Hesselbein Student Leadership Summit, 
University of Pittsburg Hekuran Gashi 600

The International Institute for Political 
and Economic Studies Yllka Metaj 470

European Architecture Students 
Assembly 2010 UK Vigan Etemi 392

Organization of media campaign for the 
Roma festival Astron Mahmutaj 354

World Conference on Health Education Ilir Begolli 430

European Journalism Institute Rita Saraqi 257

International archeological excavations, 
Croatia Naser Ferri 457.76

Second Annual Meeting of Global 
Diabetes Alliance Venera Berisha 482

European Architecture Students 
Assembly 2010 UK Nikk Murseli 365.5

European Architecture Students 
Assembly 2010 UK Arnisa Kryeziu 530.50

International Police Executive Symposium Driton Muharremi 1 230

“Danube Rector’s Conference: The 
Western Balkans: Lessons from the past 
and future prospects

Fatbardh Veseli 460

International Culture Week in Pecs Gonxhe A'Mula 399

International Culture Week in Pecs Durim Xhema 399

University of Pittsburg U.S. Law and 
Language Program 2010 Nita Shala 600

Festival de Poesie Sete: Voix Vives de
 Mediterranee en Mediterranee Edi Shukriu 652

15th International Summer Music 
School Pucisca 2010 Vejsel Abdurrahmani 395

UNICA Student Conference 2010
 Europe through Students’ Eyes Armend Nushi 323
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The East East Partnership Beyond 
Borders Program is program of 
OSI network which aims to support 
regional and cross-regional initiatives 
in order to exchange experiences 
and models in various fields through 
regional meetings, study visits, 
seminars, etc. This program operates 
with an open budget, do not set 
budget for each foundation for each 
year, but allocates funds spent on 
projects approved from this program 
every 6 months. On the substantive 
aspect program provides assistance 
in identifying partners, models and 
experiences of the countries of the 
OSI network and supports long-
term innovative initiatives aimed 
at finding lasting solutions to any 
local issues (country / state), using 
the experience from the states of 
the region or other regions of OSI's 
network, which is influential in the 
international context.

Through the East East Program 
Partnership beyond Borders in 2010 
are supported 5 local initiatives of 
which two regional meetings were 
held in Kosovo and three others were 
projects of exchange experiences 
through the study visits and regional 
meetings held in Kosovo and 
countries cooperating in this project.
Cooperation between civil society 
in Kosovo and Serbia was one of 
the main objectives of the East 
East Program Partnership beyond 
Borders which was delivered through 
two projects: (1) Our Future 
Program/Dealing with Past as a pre-

Condition for EU Accession-Intensive 
Course and Study Visit in Kosovo, 
Netherlands and Brussels and (2) A 
view from My Window: Converging 
personal histories of Kosovo and 
Serbia.

Both projects worked with the youth 
of Kosovo and Serbia, focusing on 
two different topics. Project “Our 
Future” was focused on European 
Integration, second project was 
aimed at bringing young people 
through culture. These projects 
were also of different natures, both 
have reached the same goal of 
bringing young people from Kosovo 
and Serbia, and recognition of 
each other and breaking barriers of 
communication and creating a sound 
basis for further cooperation.

The Project "Forum for Cities 
in Transition: Inauguration 
Conference, Mitrovica in 2010" 
is also a successful project which 
was implemented in May, 2010. 
This initiative was launched in 
2009 between the separate cities 
around the world as: Nicosia, Beirut, 
Belfast, Derry / Londonderry, Haifa, 
Jerusalem, Kirkuk, Mostar and 
Mitrovica. This project was supported 
in addition to the Foundation by 
the Ministry of Local Government, 
Municipality of Mitrovica, UNDP, 
Embassy of Sweden, the Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs of Germany, the 
OSCE, the Kosovo Foundation for 
Civil Society, etc. The conference 
which lasted 4 days brought 

The East-East 
Partnership Beyond 
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senior representatives from all 
municipal participating cities and 
civil society activists from both 
cities to share their experiences on 
overcoming the difficulties which 
usually appear in separate cities 
because of early violence either by 
war or Civic conflicts. Throughout 
the project were also organized 
several cultural activities in which 
participants attended from both 
sides of Mitrovica and through joint 
performances promoted coexistence 
and cooperation. 
 

Table of Grants
Project Name Grantee Amount

Role of Non-Governmental Organizations 
and Volunteers in Protection of Children’s 
Rights and Human Rights

Centar za poboljšanje 
Obrazovanja i Vaspitanja 
- QPEA

938

Sustainable Youth Centers in Multicultural 
Communities Youth Center Fisnikët 170

Civil Society Consultation Process on 
Post-Conflict Truth-Seeking and Truth-
Telling in the Western Balkans: Sixth 
Regional Forum on Transitional Justice in 
Post-Yugoslav States

Humanitarian Law 
Center 1 100

Regional Dialogue on Human Rights in the 
Balkan and Turkey Halil Koumi 394

Dimensions of Citizenship and Education Selim Bezeraj 519

Regional Network for Child and Youth 
Trafficking Prevention in Eastern Europe 
and Central Asia

Center for Protection of 
Women and Children 717

Youth Policies and Regional Prospect  Seb Bytyqi 969

Networking through Food: Sustainable 
Rural; Communities, Food Production and 
Livehoods

Association for 
protection of birds 
“Finch”

510

Experiences of Truth and Reconciliation 
Commissions/Modeling the Mandate of 
RECOM

Teki Bokshi 353,13

Forum for Open Dialogue for 
Development of Relations among Think 
Tanks in Macedonia, Kosovo and Albania

Operational 526,50

Media Literacy in South East Europe Kelmend Hapçiu and  
Eqrem Basha 155
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In 2010, the number of supported 
NGO-s, active in the area of the 
mental health, was bigger than 
in past years. The OSI Network 
Program – Mental Health Initiative 
(MHI) is very much committed 
to supporting a bigger number of 
Kosovar organizations. This program 
continued to be administered 
by KFOS, although it was not a 
programmatic part of our strategy. 

The coordinator of the OSI Program 
of the Mental Health Initiative 
has visited Kosovo four times last 
year, with the purpose of assessing 
current grants benefactors and 
meeting organizations/new potential 
grants benefactors. 

A whole range of trainings was 
organized for grants benefactors 
of the mental health program. The 
specific objective of the training 
package was capacity building 
of the NGO heads in relation to 
methods and instruments of effective 
planning, in order to strengthen the 
performance of management in their 
day to day work in the organization. 
These trainings were held by the 
Academy for Training and Technical 
Assistance - ATTA.

Implementation of the training 
package was organized in the 
form of workshops and continuous 
interaction with participants, in one 
and two day modules, for a training 
module;

1. Strategic Planning with the 
Method of Logical Framework 

2. Operational Planning
3. Reporting, Monitoring and 

Evaluation
4. Skills in Fund Raising 
5. Media as Strategic Means for 

Promotion of the NGO Work 

Training modules were organized 
by combining theoretical part 
with practical work in groups; 
by simulating topics from day to 
day work of organizations that 
participated in training and by 
assigning them with tasks to solve in 
the period of time between training 
modules.

Workshops were led by certified 
trainers for TOT , who come from 
different organizations of the civil 
society (KEC, ATTA and EUIRC) who 
have experience in this sector, in 
the area of sustainable planning 
and management. During entire 
time trainers have also served as 
mentors from distance, by providing 
participants with continuous advice 
on the training package until all the 
issues were completely clarified and 
solved.

Sufficient training material (for 
advanced level) and additional 
reading material was developed 
and provided to all participants, as 
manuals and in electronic form (CD 
version). 

When the training package 
was completed, all the work of 
participants, who had practical tasks, 
was evaluated and they were all 
awarded certificates for successful 

The OSI Network 
Programs
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completion of training sessions.
Participants have also evaluated 
the performance of trainers through 
anonymous evaluation form.  
ATTA and the trainers are committed 
to, even after the training package 
is over, continue supporting all 
participants in these workshops in 
different ways such as by providing 
them technical assistance and 
consulting for their activities in 
future, without any additional cost.

The following NGOs were supported 
by the OSI the Program of the 
Mental Health Initiative in 2010: 
Center Hadër, Club Dëshira, 
Downsyndrome Kosova and Kosova 
Mental Disability Rights Initiative. 

Qendra (Center) Hadër – Prizren 
In 2010, the daily center Hadër 
has continued to deal with psycho-
physical treatment and rehabilitation 
of persons with mental disabilities 
and their preparation for a more 
independent life. The purpose of 
the psycho-physical treatment of 
these persons is to enable them 
acquire skills for hygienic care, 
food preparation, shopping, make 
friends with people; go out in public 
places, etc. The aim of the training 
is to enable full integration of these 
persons in society. At the same 
time, Qendra Hadër is engaged 
in increasing the institutional 
engagement in providing financial 
support to programs for integration 
of these persons.

The center is 24 hours open and 
continues to serve as dormitory 
for five persons/children who have 
no parental care. These children 
have already been integrated and 
adjusted to a great extent to life in 
community.

This center achieved success in 
training dozens of persons with 
disabilities to lead an independent 

life, integrate in society and enabled 
some of them to leave the house 
arrest. A great part of persons with 
disabilities treated in this center have 
benefitted a lot and changed their 
way of living, found relaxation in 
this center. Six children of different 
age acquired skills to attend regular 
schools. Five adults were trained for 
work and found jobs.

The daily center Klubi 
(Club) Dëshira – Prishtinë

The club Dëshira has during 2010 
organized numerous activities thus 
enabling people with disabilities to 
lead an independent life and become 
part of the society and not a burden 
to it.

There are numerous activities 
conducted in this center, such as: 
literacy, math, English language and 
computer courses; lectures on health 
education and lectures to family 
members who were provided with 
information on the illness, how to 
behave with their family members, 
the time they should consult the 
doctor and measures to be taken in 
cases of crisis or worsening of their 
state.

Literacy course– A considerable 
number of members of the Club 
Dëshira have not attended primary 
education and are illiterate. They 
gradually gain knowledge in the club 
through activities provided in this 
area. Although adults, these persons 
were unable to become educated 
because they had health problems or 
their family members were unable to 
send them to school because of the 
stigma accompanying them.

Math course – was also conducted 
on weekly basis and members are 
provided with basic knowledge they 
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need in this area.

English language course – is one 
of the most liked activities by the 
members. Some of them have 
learned the language and are able to 
communicate and also assume the 
role of training others.

Computer course – has also 
continued to generate great interest 
amongst the club members because 
computer was inaccessible by them. 
The use of internet is especially 
necessary for them and is used as a 
kind of mental rehabilitation.

Continuous lectures with the group 
of family members– These lectures 
provided explanations regarding the 
illness their family members suffer 
from, more accurate information 
on their behavior towards these 
persons, when the doctor should 
be consulted, the period of time 
the person should undergo medical 
examination and when measures 
should be taken in cases of crises or 
worsening of the situation.

House visits – were organized 
every day. The visits were carried 
out in cases when family members 
requested Club Dëshira’s intervention 
or the visits were conducted if any of 
the members failed to come to the 
Club for a longer period of time.

Cooperation with Mental Health 
Centers – is an activity which is 
constantly carried out by the Club 
with the purpose of exchanging 
mutual experiences. 

Kosova Mental Dissability 
Rights Initiative - KMDRI

“Promotion of inclusiveness of all 
persons with mental disabilities – 
back support, stop isolation” (six-
month report on project realization. 

The project ends in May 2011). 
The overall purpose of this project is 
to increase inclusiveness of people 
with mental disabilities in Kosovar 
society.  

From the very beginning of project 
implementation until the completion 
of its first phase, we managed 
to successfully complete aimed 
activities for this period, which 
contributed to achieving objectives 
too. 

Direct benefactors of the K-MDRI 
project are persons with intellectual 
disability that live in community, 
members of the organization “Ne 
për Ne”, residents with intellectual 
disability of the Shtime Special 
Institute, staff of this institute, 
family members of members of 
the organization “Ne për Ne”, 
representatives of the Ministry 
of Labor and Social Welfare, 
policy makers, youth, students, 
teachers, mental health staff and 
representatives of the civil society.

Accomplished activities 

1. Joint meetings of self-
advocators with mental 
disabilities with representatives 
of the civil society and human 
rights activists – In the first 
period of this project, the K-MDRI 
has assisted self-advocators of 
the organization “Ne për Ne”, to 
organize two meetings through 
which they were able to promote 
the organization “Ne për Ne” and 
start networking with individuals 
and other organizations active in 
Kosovo. Through this activity these 
groups had the opportunity to meet 
activists of the organization of blind 
people in Peja and representatives 
of the Peja Municipal Assembly; as 
well as the youth of the secondary 
school “Haxhi Zeka”. Whereas, the 
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second meeting was organized for 
the members of Kamenica group 
and in this meeting members of the 
organization “Ne për Ne” had the 
chance to meet coordinators of the 
Handikos organization and young 
people from the youth center of 
Kamenica municipality. 

2. Regular meetings of self-
advocators in municipalities 
of Prishtina, Peja, Kamenica, 
Kaçanik/Hani i Elezit and 
Shtime – During the six-month 
period the K-MDRI has provided 
assistance to support groups of 
and from persons with intellectual 
disability to hold regular monthly 
meetings. Among the main topics 
discussed in these meetings were 
concerns of self-advocators such as: 
their inability to be educated and 
inclusiveness in the Kosovar society; 
the need to continue receiving 
support from other organizations, 
difficult economic conditions, need 
to become independent, barriers 
posed by parents and the community 
and many other issues related to 
challenges of their day to day life. 

3. Monthly family visits – During 
the six-month period, the K-MDRI, in 
cooperation with the members of “Ne 
për Në” and volunteer students, has 
carried out five visits in families of 
persons with intellectual impairment, 
namely the coevals of the members 
of the organization “Ne për Ne”. 

4. Lecture in Prishtina University 
– In the beginning of November, the 
K-MDRI provided assistance to self-
advocators Ardian Kabashi, Iliriana 
Berisha and Fatime Berisha from 
“Ne për Ne” to lecture to students 
of the first year of the Department 
of Psychology, in order to raise their 
awareness about human rights of 
persons with mental disabilities. The 
title of the lecture was “Learn from 
Ne për Ne” whereas presentations of 

these panel members were focused 
on factors they were faced with 
and which were consequence of the 
stigma and prejudices by others.  

5. The K-MDRI lecture to 
teachers of primary schools 
within the program for 
increase of teaching quality 
and inclusiveness of pupils 
with intellectual disability in 
regular school system – In 
cooperation with the Ministry of 
Education, Science and Technology 
and the Finnish Office on Education 
Development within this ministry, 
the K-MDRI has managed to 
hold a lecture for teachers of 
regular primary schools of some 
municipalities of Kosovo regarding 
the manner of integration of pupils 
with intellectual disabilities in the 
regular school system. 

6. The program of volunteers: 
In the course of implementation 
of the project, the K-MDRI has 
managed to continuously provide 
an informal training to young 
students from the department of 
psychology in relation to human 
rights of persons with intellectual 
disabilities. Until now the K-MDRI 
has engaged 14 students, who 
help support groups as well as the 
coordinator of support groups to 
hold regular monthly meetings, 
establish different contacts and also 
take part in family visits. Also during 
September, a German student, called 
Benjamin Ize, joined the program of 
volunteers within the project. He was 
engaged in carrying out activities 
of this project during this period, 
therefore he attended meetings of 
the groups. He also spent some 
time in the office of the K-MDRI and 
provided assistance to the K-MDRI 
staff, visited the Special Institute in 
Shtime where he met residents of 
this institution. 
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7. Visits in Shtime Special 
Institute – As part of the project, 
during this period the K-MDRI, 
together with volunteers and self-
advocators, has also conducted a 
range of visits in the Shtime Special 
Institute. The purpose of these 
visits was to enable residents of the 
special institute in Shtime meet self-
advocators of the organization “Ne 
për Ne” so that they assisted them in 
strengthening self-avocation for their 
rights.

8. Networking & Impact on 
Reforms of National Policies 
– The K-MDRI has also managed 
to have joint meetings with other 
organizations in Kosovo, which are 
active in areas of human rights 
and persons with disabilities, 
with the purpose of adopting a 
common stand and advocate 
together on the rights of persons 
with disabilities by addressing this 
issue to institutions of Kosovo and 
policymakers. It has continuously 
participated in meetings organized 
by the Institutions of Kosovo to 
discuss these policies and has put 
forward its recommendations. During 
the reporting period, in November 
the K-MDRI has also held regular 
meetings with organizations Down 
Syndrome Kosova, Club Dëshira 
and Handikos with the purpose 
of carrying out joint activities to 
mark the 3rd of December, namely 
the international day of persons 
with disabilities and identification 
of joint recommendations with 
these organizations related to 
implementation of national laws and 
policies, including the national plan 
on people with disabilities and their 
submission to policymakers, namely 
the Institutions of Kosovo.  
However, apart from joint activities 
with other organizations aimed at 
advocating to Kosovo institutions 
regarding the implementation of 
the national plan on persons with 

disabilities, in September and 
October the K-MDRI has also met 
representatives of the Office on Good 
Governance within the OPM and 
representatives of the Ministry of 
Labor and Social Welfare.

Downsyndrome Kosova - 
DSK

This organization provides services 
of early intervention and education 
for persons suffering from the Down 
syndrome in five (5) source centers. 
In all, 230 children have benefited 
from these services in the five source 
centers. 34 children suffering from 
the Down syndrome, belonging two 
different age groups 2-4 and 4-9 
years, have benefited from services 
provided in Prishtina. Whereas, 
22 in Gjakova, 17 in Prizren and 
9 in Mitrovica. Apart from this, 
in February 2010 the DSK signed 
a memorandum of cooperation 
with the main family center in the 
municipality of Ferizaj, which deals 
with the use of existing services 
such as speech therapy and physical 
therapy.

This center provided services and 
information to more than 230 
parents of children with disabilities. 
There were also visits to families, 
clinics and mediations in completing 
applications for financial assistance 
to families that have children with 
disabilities. These activities were 
conducted by the Parents’ Support 
Group (PSG), which during the entire 
year held a considerable number 
of meetings at their place – Café 
X21 (Program X21). Furthermore, 
they encouraged parents and other 
family members to visit existing 
services and move away from their 
boring routine and isolation and also 
share concerns, common needs and 
exchange information regarding 
development of their children in 
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general. The PSG, upon request of 
parents of the children included in 
two Programs (the Program of early 
intervention and Program X21), 
hired experts of genetics, education, 
pediatricians and journalists to 
attend meetings in parents’ groups.

Most of family members visited by 
the DSK staff were welcomed. During 
these visits, the DSK paid attention 
to implementation of Administrative 
Instruction no. 06/2005 on financial 
assistance, based on Law no. 
02/L-17 (the Family and Social 
Services Law). After an official 
call (5 February 2009) issued by 
the Ministry of Labor and Social 
Welfare directed to families who 
have children with disabilities to 
apply for financial assistance, no 
additional information was provided 
by authorities.

The DSK has created two (2) 
parents’ support groups in both sides 
of Mitrovica. It has organized eight 
(8) information meetings with the 
community, including school and 
health personnel. In total, it included 
13 pedagogues, who carried out 
their presentations in the following 
topics: human rights, development 
of communication and nutrition, 
aspects from the area of medicine/
pediatrics, comprehensive education 
and mobilization of community. 
In 2010 were organized four 
(4) media reportages. Activities 
conducted in program X21 were 
covered and during the marking 
of the world day of persons with 
the Down syndrome on 21 March, 
three national channels covered the 
activity by broadcasting interviews 
and the program of marking 
the world day, including also 6 
newspapers, as well as electronic 
media and social media, and a TV 
show called “Anima” shown on KTV.
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Table of Grants: 
The project name Grantee Amount

Support and integration of persons 
suffering from mental health problems 

Club Dëshira 28,551.22

Support and integration of persons with 
the Down syndrome in Kosovar society 

Down Syndrome 
Kosova

26,285.62

Promotion of integration of persons with 
mental disabilities: Support integration, 
Stop segregation 

K-MDRI 20,277.39

Prevention of institutionalization and 
support of persons with intellectual and 
mental disabilities by community in 
Prizren

Center Hadër 7280.67

Training cycle for grants benefactors of 
the mental health program 

NGO  ATTA 2500 

Support to Center Hadër Centar Hadër 2790.80

Kosovo Education Center – Pre-
school Education Program Step 
by Step 
At the end of 2010, the Program of 
the Network – Pre-school Education 
Step by Step allocated the amount 
of $ 25.000, which will be used in 
2011. This amount will be used for 
auditing, translation of materials, 
travelling, evaluation and a small 
part of the budget is dedicated to 
overall expenses of the program 
Step by Step.
 

Table of Grants: 
The project name Grantee Amount

Pre-school education Step by Step KEC $ 25 000
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Overview of small 
grants approved within 
Emergency Fund

Kosovo Foundation for 
Open Society

Z. George Soros created the 
Emergency Fund as extra-budgetary 
fund for the states where the Open 
Society Institute is traditionally 
present to improve the situation in 
some socio-economic issues affected 
by global financial crisis. This fund 
is intended to assure that previous 
achievements towards the goals of 
an Open society do not to lag behind 
or go back, being influenced by 
economic pressure caused by the 
crisis.
Through this fund are targeted 
projects that address urgent needs 
of vulnerable layers of society. These 
vulnerable groups are not just those 
who are traditionally seen as such 
(groups marginalized by poverty, 
ethnicity, beliefs and habits, etc..) 
but also the entire social strata (such 
as. middle class) that once stood 
much better, but social changes, 
especially the financial crisis, which 
in Kosovo has come through withheld 
investments, subsidies reduced from 
the diaspora as well as direct losses 
that have had various institutions 
(e.g. pension fund), have made be 
vulnerable group.
So far Kosovo Foundation for Open 
Society has supported 18 different 
projects in the total amount of 
$ 300 000 through three open 
competitions.
In addition are found short 

descriptions of projects supported in 
2010, selected through two contests.

Fist Call for Proposals

1. Project Title: 
Support retired people to conduct 
a healthy life and encourage their 
participation in the social life of their 
community. 

Submitted by: 
Forum for Democratic Initiative 

Project Period: 
May-November

KFOS Award: 
14 700 €

Description: The Forum for 
Democratic Initiative proposes to 
carry out a project that reach out 
to pensioners of Gjakova proper 
and address their growing needs in 
the area of preventive health care 
and socialization. Presently, the 
situation of pensioners of Gjakova 
does not differ from that of the 
rest of Kosovo when it comes to 
the unfulfilled needs of health care, 
social protection, dire economic 
circumstances, etc. In addition, 
Gjakova has been one of the most 
affected areas by the Kosovo 1999 
conflict during which many people 
have lost their families or have 
lost family members. The post-
traumatic stress disorders, which 
are strongly pronounced, coupled 
with the distressful socio-economic 
situation impact deeply the life of the 
pensioners. Therefore, the Forum 
for Democratic Initiative proposes 

Emergency Funds 
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to implement low-cost activities 
that provide the pensioners with 
both services and a chance for 
participation in the Gjakova social 
scene. The activities will cover 
the cost of a medical doctor, talks 
on how to conduct a healthy life 
by introducing a proper diet and 
an inexpensive food basket and 
physical activities. Also, orientation 
on services provided by law for 
the pensioners will be provided or 
to those who want to start a small 
business.  Further, it will work closely 
with the local authorities in activating 
local resources and central ones to 
improve the status of the pensioners 
through a local policy agenda. 
Some of the required funds will cover 
the cost of the need equipments to 
facilitate the implementation of the 
activities, upgrade the refurbishment 
by covering the basics, aiming 
to turn the physical space into a 
hospitable and useful during the 
project life and after it.  Additional 
support to the project will be 
drawn from local government, local 
businesses and potential donors.

2. Project Title: 
“You are not alone” 

Submitted by: 
Kosovo Information Network 
“Mitrovica Press” 

Project Period: 
April-December, 2010

KFOS Award: 10 000 €

Description: Orphan children placed 
in foster care and orphanages are 
being affected by the economic crisis 
as the financial support allocated 
for them continuously decreases 
by the state institutions. To make 
things worse, many international 
organizations that provided 
assistance to them have withdrawn 
from Kosovo creating a vacuum that 

no one is taking over to fill in. Most 
of the aid provided to make up for 
the insufficient financial support 
comes from businesses and private 
donations but not in regular mode. 
Therefore the Kosovo Information 
Network aims to support 250 
orphan children in the municipality 
of Mitrovica by providing them with 
food, medical assistance, clothes, 
hygienic equipments and supplies, 
and educational activities. The 
required funds will help to provide 
better living conditions for the 
orphans, medical attention and 
the improvement of the hygienic 
conditions and norms. Also, the 
educational activities will ensure 
their progress in school and will 
provide them with the needed social 
skills.

3. Project Title: 
Making Life better for Senior s with 
Home Care 

Submitted by: 
“Iniciativa 6” 

Project Period: 
April-December 2010

KFOS Award: 15 000 €

Description: “Iniciativa 6” has taken 
notice of the gruesome fact tat many 
senior citizens living in the city of 
Prizren are growingly living on their 
own, with little or no assistance at 
all. Their off-springs in many cases 
have migrated abroad or there is 
simply no family or relatives on 
whom the growing senior population 
to rely upon. Retiring home are not 
an option for them given the fact 
that space is limited in such homes 
and in addition, they prefer to stay 
in their homes where they have lived 
for their entire life, which boost their 
confidence and keeps them in touch 
with their neighborhood and friends.  
“Iniciativa 6” proposes to train 
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loving, caregiver individuals who 
can provide care and support for 40 
(forty) senior citizens in Prizren city, 
who live on their own and who are 
ailing or physically weak to perform 
their daily routine. The proposed 
project intends to identify ten 
individuals to provide them with the 
relevant and adequate training on 
how to take care and provide service 
to the senior citizens. The identified 
care providers will offer carry out 
the following activities: their grocery 
and shopping, cleaning home, 
cooking meals and driving them 
to community activities. In case of 
illness senior care service provider 
can take them to doctor or hospital 
for treatment and giving medicine.  
They will provide companionship and 
keep them fit by taking them to daily 
walk. Senior care service providers 
also will keep elderly people alert 
by reading to them about daily 
news and TV program. “Iniciativa 
6” believes that such assistance will 
restore and maintain the dignity of 
our senior citizens and meantime, it 
will create a supportive environment 
for them. Good practices and the 
experience of the project will be 
disseminated by the local TV and 
radio. 

4. Project Title: 
Development of farms and 
beekeeping in the Dragash 
Municipality

Submitted by: 
The Association of Farmers and 
Beekeepers of Dragash,
“Majcina Dushica”

Project Period: 
April-December, 2010

KFOS Award:  10 000 €

Description: The Association of 
Farmers and beekeepers of Dragash 
proposes an income generation 

project in improving the farming and 
establishing beekeeping business 
in the Dragash commune. Both 
businesses are considered profitable 
considering that Dragash is a rural 
commune with a lot of potential 
and well-known for its dairy and 
agricultural products.  However, 
the financial means of individuals 
in Dragash area are precarious and 
many choose to migrate to other 
countries of former Yugoslavia 
mainly, and perform various menial 
jobs. The income is used to maintain 
the family at home and to generate 
any saving to be later used for 
improving the farming economy 
back home, as well.  Regardless 
of their hard efforts, the income 
generated through their work abroad 
remains not sustainable and in 
this economic crisis finding a job 
elsewhere has become more difficult 
than ever.  Further, the financial 
institutions in Kosovo apply high 
interest rates on loans and credits 
for small businesses. Therefore the 
Association proposes an income 
generating project that through 
small grants will help local producers 
to establish or improve their 
businesses. In addition to the grant 
making activity, the Association 
will provide technical assistance in 
improving the existing businesses 
and building new ones, protecting 
the products and registering them 
according to the Kosovo legislation.  
The project will support also women 
who are willing to stat their own 
business and will contribute to 
increase family income through 
income generating activities. 

5. Project Title: 
Creating employment opportunities 
for people with disability 

Submitted by:  
Handicap Kosova

Project Period: 
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April-December, 2010

KFOS Award: 15 000 €

Description: While the legislation 
in Kosovo recognizes that rights of 
people with disability and actions 
are being taken from the highest 
levels of the state institutions, their 
employment from both public and 
private sector remains in symbolic 
numbers. Handicap Kosovo proposes 
the employment of 25 people with 
disabilities and their training in 
accordance with market needs and 
demands. The Handicap Kosovo 
will establish connections with the 
private and public companies and will 
receive orders that will be performed 
by people with disability, at their 
own locations and that do not 
require long and strenuous working 
hours. Given the current crisis, 
many of businesses have chosen 
to maintain a small number of full 
time employees and outsource their 
services and products. The approach 
that is being proposed is new and an 
uncharted territory.  

6. Project Title: 
Assisting children with dysgraphia 
and dyslexia in developing their 
writing and reading skills. 

Submitted by: 
“School XXI” - NGO 

Project Period: 
April-December, 2010

KFOS Award:  10 000 €

Description: Children suffering 
from dysgrahia and dyslexia are 
often being treated at school 
and by the education system, 
as a whole, as students with not 
the right learning attitude and a 
problematic behavior. Unfortunately, 
such views in countries that lack 
specialized institutions and skilled 

and knowledgeable experts on such 
issues are widespread. Kosovo in 
this case is not an exception. Many 
of these children do no receive 
specialized assistance, have the 
propensity to quit school due to 
low progress and often fall into 
or commit delinquency acts. The 
School XXI proposes a series of 
activities that will assist this group of 
children, attending the elementary 
school level in Prishtina proper. The 
proposed activities will provide the 
identified children with dysgraphia 
and dyslexia benefit from activities 
that support learning to form letters, 
to form automatic letter writing, 
spelling instructions, and strategies 
for composing.  The School XXI has 
a qualified staff that will implement 
such activities and will assist 
the identified children with their 
homework and emotional issues to 
fully engage in school and social 
activities. The proposed activities 
aim at improving the: a) qualitative 
progress of these children, b) and 
specialized instructions in all the 
relevant skills that are interfering 
with their learning of written 
language. The targeted group of 
children will be those come from 
families in economic distress, single 
parent families or those orphan ones 
placed under a relative or family 
member care.

Total:   74 700 €

Second Call for Proposals 

7. Project Title: 
Empowering the informal businesses  
in Kosovo 

Submitted by: 
Kosovo Women Initiative

Project Period: 
November, 2010-June, 2011



 121

KFOS Award: $ 16 600

Description: Instead of combating 
informal business that often remains 
the sole source of income for many 
poor families and in the absence of 
statistical information that impinge 
on the development of effective labor 
and entrepreneurial policies, the 
Kosovo Women Initiative proposes to 
carry out a ten (10) month training 
and technical assistance to 20 family 
businesses in the municipality of 
Gjakova and surrounding villages 
to develop and advance their 
businesses and open the market in 
Kosovo as well as in diasporas.    
The project will address vulnerable 
groups such as women, single 
parents family, large families, and 
will include the Serbian ethnic 
minority living in the project 
geographic area. In addition, the 
Kosovo Women Initiative will work 
closely with Business Support Centre 
of Kosovo that provides professional 
training on setting up SMEs and seed 
money to new entrepreneurs up to 
10,000.00 euro to initiate private 
business activity.  

8. Project Title: 
Facilitating the Integration of Roma, 
Ashkali and Egyptian into Kosovo 
society through Learning Centers 
Network

Submitted by:  
Balkan Sunflowers Kosovo

Project Period: 
November 2010-June 2011

KFOS Award: $ 25 000

Description: The Learning Centers 
Network has proven effective 
in facilitating the integration of 
the Roma, Ashkali and Egyptian 
communities into Kosovo society. To 
date the existence of  the Learning 
Centers and their focused activities 

have contributed towards: a) the 
significant reduction of the drop out 
school rates in the primary school 
level, b) increased participation 
of RAE youth into secondary and 
post-secondary school level, c) the 
integration of children of returnees, 
whose enrollment and participation 
in the Kosovo education system 
would have been unthinkable, 
especially when a number of them 
do not speak any of the languages 
spoken in Kosovo.

At the moment, the contribution 
of the Learning Centers may be 
threatened by the shortage of 
donor funds and lack of allocation of 
municipality funds that facilitate the 
integration of minorities and improve 
their life. 

Therefore, the proposed project 
intends to maintain the momentum 
gained through hard work in the 
past few years, advance the cause 
of minority integration by pursuing 
an aggressive advocacy agenda in 
the dialogue with both central and 
local government and pressure them 
to allocate sufficient resources for 
the implementation of the Kosovo 
Strategy for the Integration of Roma, 
Ashkali and Egyptian Communities. 
The Learning Centers Network 
benefit by using public building 
free of charge which decreases the 
administrative cost of the project 
significantly, thanks to cooperation 
with local government bodies.  
Meantime, it has intensified the 
dialogue with Kosovo Ministry of 
Education to benefit from budget 
allocation for services that will 
be outsourced to various non-
governmental bodies. Also, UNICEF/
Kosovo continues to support partially 
the activities of the Learning 
Centers. 

Briefly, the proposed project will 
operate in 4 towns developing a 
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strong motivated team of 77 staff, 
primarily from Kosovo’s Roma, 
Ashkali, and Egyptian communities 
who are supporting education of 
vulnerable children from these 
communities. 

9. Project Title: 
Income Generation Opportunities for 
pastoral households

Submitted by: 
Grauf – The Association of Livestock 
Producers 

Project Period: 
November 2010-June, 2011

KFOS Award: $ 11 700

Description: Right after the 
Kosovo War, various donors 
generously supported farmers 
of Kosovo to start up their own 
business. Among others, farmers 
were introduced to Grauf breed of 
livestock from Tyrol, which adjusted 
very well to Kosovo climate and 
pastoral conditions. The Association 
“Grauf” has received to date support 
from Swiss Caritas, USAID, and 
agriculture department of various 
municipalities. The Association 
proposes to expand its experience 
and assist pastoral households in 
the Dragashi and Prizren region to 
improve their life by raising Grauf  
breed of livestock’s. The association 
aims that through the proposed 
budget to improve the knowledge 
and give the right skills to the 
farmers by introducing them to 
methods and techniques on raising, 
breeding the livestock, increasing 
the products quantity gained from 
livestock  (milk, meat, wool) and 
marketing and selling their products 
at better prices. The targeted 
groups belong to the poorest of the 
poor category and survive solely 
by raising livestock and selling 
their products. The ethnic groups 

that will benefit from the proposed 
grant belong to Gorani, Bosniak and 
Albanian ethnicity. Priority assistance 
will be given to women who spent 
a considerable amount of their time 
in the livestock raising, collecting 
selling the products.

10. Project Title: 
Legal Aid to socially marginalized 
people 

Submitted by: 
Legal Aid Clinic Mitrovica

Project Period: 
November 2010-May, 2011

KFOS Award:  $ 15 500

Description: The overall goal of 
the project is to provide free legal 
and promote access to justice for 
low-income individuals by means of 
providing consistently high quality 
legal aid services in a cost-effective 
and efficient manner. Target group 
will be: pensioners, young and 
unemployed people and IDPs, who 
cannot afford to pay for legal advice 
and legal services, such as legal 
advise, services for writing legal 
submissions and legal documents 
(request, pleads, wills, etc.), 
presenting cases to the Mitrovica 
court and elsewhere as required, etc.  
A group of lawyers, all members of 
the Kosovo Chamber of Lawyers, 
willing to donate their time and 
expertise will provide counseling 
on legal cases presented by 
disadvantaged people from Mitrovica 
region. The project duration will be 
8 months and it will be implemented 
by the expert group comprised of 
the members of NGO Legal Clinic, 
with the assistance of NGO Center 
for Civil Society Development.  The 
program will be managed by the 
project manager of the Legal Aid 
Clinic of Mitrovica with the assistance 
of the LCM staff. Beside legal aid 
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and counseling services, the Clinic 
will offer legal information sessions 
and will lobby, in concert with other 
groups, the government on policies 
that negatively affect marginalized 
groups of citizens with low incomes. 
The foreseen project outcome is 
increased number of free legal 
aid beneficiaries and the raise of 
awareness of the importance of 
strong and effective legal system 
in northern Kosovo. Evidently, the 
project aims to promote the strong 
and functional legal system, while 
helping the citizens who cannot 
afford the legal services.

11. Project Title: 
Income Generation Opportunities for 
fruit growers

Submitted by: 
The Association of Fruit Growers of 
Blagoje

Project Period: 
November 2010-June 2011

KFOS Award: $ 13 600

Description: The Association of 
Fruit Growers of Blagoje, established 
since 2003 and has 7 members 
of Bosniak, Egiptian and Albanian 
ethnicity. The association owns 
4,000 fruit trees; all located in 
suitable soil and climate conditions. 
All members of the Association are 
highly qualified fruit growers and 
with solid experience in this field and 
have attended training qualification 
provided by international experts. 
Presently, to expand, diversify and 
market their products, due lack 
of financing programs from the 
Ministry of Rural Development and 
high loan rates applied by banks 
and financial institutions in Kosovo, 
has become extremely difficult 
and such hardship will have dire 
consequences for the local producers 
by throwing them into bankruptcy. 

There is also a shortage of donors 
in the agriculture sector and the 
current policies of the government 
to encourage the local producers 
are weak at best or non-existent at 
worse. Through the proposed grant, 
the Association intends to increase 
the fruit production, purchase new 
equipment, technology and seedlings 
and improve growers and retailers 
cooperation. Kosovar customers will 
be able to consume locally raised 
products, fresh and at much cheaper 
prices. In addition to the above cited 
areas of investment of the required 
grant the Association aims at 
expanding fruit growing business by 
engaging young people and women 
as potential future fruit growers/
entrepreneurs.

12. Project Title: 
Income generation – Family run 
businesses

Submitted by: 
“PREHJA” Women Center

Project Period: 
November 2010-June 2011

KFOS Award:  $ 13 600

Description: The promotion 
of self-employment and equal 
employment opportunities, 
increasing and transferring the 
skills and knowledge, and poverty 
alleviation of families that live at the 
brink of poverty or under poverty 
line are the key activities intended 
to purse by the proposed project. 
The Women Center aims to use the 
required project proposal funds to 
support the creation and functioning 
of 15 hothouses/nurseries, at 48 
square meters each. The hothouses 
will be built in five villages, at an 
average of three per each village. 
The families that will be selected 
as the project beneficiaries will 
receive seedlings, hothouse building 
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materials, insecticide. In addition, 
training and orientation will be given 
to them and a total of 30 individuals, 
two per each family will receive 
skills and knowledge transfer to 
enable them to be successful in this 
endeavor. The trained beneficiaries 
will be assisted by an expert 
throughout the start up phase. It 
is expected that families that will 
benefit from this assistance will be 
able to cover their needs and be able 
to generate small income by selling 
the extra product in the market.

Total:  $ 96 000 
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